
 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1ST MAY 2024 FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT 7:00PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Mark Oakley


Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring 


Cllr Graham Atkinson



Cllr Tom Maltby


Cllr Maria Cooke




Cllr Karen Baker

       
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public present


1. Election of Chairman
Cllr Bowles asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Atkinson proposed that Cllr Bowles should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  There were no other nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Bowles confirmed he was willing to continue within this role for one further year.  Cllr Bowles was duly Elected.  All in Favour.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.   

2. Election of Vice Chairman
       The Chairman reported that Shane Pictor had recently decided to resign from the Parish Council but
       following a discussion with himself he had stated he was willing to continue but due to the Parish Clerk 
       already notifying ESC he would have to be Co-opted at the July meeting.  The Chairman advised 
       that Shane Pictor was also willing to stand again as Vice Chairman and therefore this agenda item would 
       be deferred.  Cllr Oakley asked if the Vice Chairman would be expected to take over as Chairman at the 
       next Annual meeting and suggested if so a discussion may be necessary.  The Chairman suggested that 
       Cllr Cutting could possibly take on the role of Chairman next year to which Cllr Cutting agreed he 
       would be willing to do with the guidance of the Chairman and the Parish Clerk throughout this year.
3. Open Public Forum

There were no comments from the members of the public present.
4.
To receive apologies for absence

There were none.
5.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       5.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
6.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2024 and the draft 

               minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 11th April 2024 

               A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2024 had been circulated to 
all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were  proposed for Approval by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
A copy of the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 11th April 2024 had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were  proposed for Approval by Cllr Cooke, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
7.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2024 and the Extraordinary
               Council meeting held on 11th April 2024 

       There were none.
8.            Parish Clerk's Report

The Parish Clerk reported Cllr Julia Ewart had sent a thank you card to thank the Parish Council for 

               allowing her to attend our recent Extraordinary Meeting and inform the meeting of her intent to stand for 

 
MP in East Suffolk.

The Parish Clerk reported the councils payments to HMRC for PAYE would now be made by Direct 

 
Debit.  She advised that she had submitted this year’s claim for the Big Common to the 


Rural Payments Agency and confirmed a little more funding would be received going forward.
9.
       Parish Council Business

       9.1 - To register the Blaxhall Ship Inn as an Asset of Community Value update 
       This matter was covered by the Chairman at the Annual Parish Meeting.
       9.2 – Emergency Plan update 
       Cllr Cooke confirmed the Parish Clerk had forwarded her details of the Emergency Officer at ESC but 
       unfortunately, the officer had retired.  She confirmed the Parish Clerk had also forwarded a copy of 

       Tunstall’s Emergency Plan to which she was now looking into and confirmed she would circulate a copy 

       of this to all councillors.  Cllr Maltby offered his assistance to Cllr Cooke in respect of compiling a 
       suitable Emergency Plan for Blaxhall.
       9.3 – Sizewell C Town & Parishes Joint Meeting – Update from Cllr Oakley           

       Cllr Oakley confirmed he had attended a Zoom meeting with other Town & Parish Councils to which he 
       provided details.  He advised it had been suggested that some Parish & Town Councils could form a 
       Committee to serve the Town & Parishes in East Suffolk to consider all the Energy projects proposed.  

       He reported a draft Constitution for a Committee had been circulated and asked would the Parish 

       Council be interested in signing up for this Committee.  Cllr Cutting stated he thought this was sensible 
       as all these energy projects would have some sort of effect on the village in some way.  It was agreed 

       that Cllr Oakley would respond and confirm that he would be happy to be part of the proposed 

       Committee.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Oakley for attending this meeting on behalf of Blaxhall.
  10.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
 Cllr Cutting advised a meeting had now been held with New Shoots and this had proved to be an 
 excellent meeting.  He reported they had discussed the 7 most problematic areas around the village and 
 actions were considered.  Cllr Cutting confirmed they had addressed all the Parish Councils concerns at 
 this meeting and it was agreed going forward the Parish Council should encourage parishioners to report 
 any highways matters to the Parish Council so they could then liaise with the local landowners.  The 
 Chairman reported that work was being carried out around the village and this should be noted by 
 parishioners and credit should be given to the local landowners.  He thanked Cllr Cutting for following 
 this matter up and for continuing to liaise with the landowners.  The Parish Clerk confirmed the flooding 
 at Farnham Rd was being looked into by Josh White from Suffolk County Highways.    

    11.          Planning Matters
      11.1 – Applications to be considered at this meeting
      None received


      11.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the  

      Chairman)

      None received

      11.3 - Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/24/0034/FUL
      Proposal: Construction of single storey detached double garage with single storey annexe/holiday let
      Address: Holly Tree Cottage, School Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. This application has been Granted by ESC 
      with 4 Conditions.
      Planning Ref: DC/23/4800/FUL
      Proposal: Retrospective Application - Proposed retention of Farm Workers Seasonal Accommodation 
      Compound (Inc. Hard standings, earth bund, storage containers, electric & sewage points and associated 
      outbuildings - All to accommodate seasonal accommodation pods.
      Address: Blaxhall Hall Farm, Hoo Lane, Blaxhall
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application.  This application has been 
      Granted by ESC with 4 Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/24/0440/FUL
      Proposal: Replacement porch
      Address: Shepherds Cottage, The Heath, Blaxhall
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC 
      with 3 Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/24/0741/FUL

      Proposal: Removal of thatch, replacement with clay pantiles, new bargeboards, fascia's and caps
      Address: Thatched Cottages, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.

      Planning Ref: DC/24/0575/FUL

      Proposal: Erection of a wooden shed 

      Address: Blaxhall Motocross Circuit, Farnham Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC   

      with 3 Conditions.

12.
      Finance
              Bank Balances as at 31/3/2024 - A/C 10796573 - £6,213.34, A/C 90184039 - £2,217.01

      Income Received since last meeting

      HMRC VAT Reclamation - £3,394.66         

      Bank Interest - £31.99

      Allotment Income - £195.00

      12.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-

      None



      12.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £169.93

      SALC (Councillor Training Sessions) - £200.00

      SALC (Annual Subscription) - £140.52

      Donation to BCOS (Annual Donation) - £200.00

      Blaxhall VH/PF Committee (VAT Reclaim) – £534.74

      Heelis & Lodge (Internal Audit Fee) - £170.00
      Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.
      12.3 – To approve change of Signatories for the Barclays Bank Account

      The Chairman reported that Cllr Baker and Cllr Atkinson were willing to be added to the account as 
      signatories.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Cooke, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in Favour.  The 

      Parish Clerk confirmed she had obtained the Mandate Change form from Barclays and would proceed to 

      get these changes carried out.  Cllr Cutting suggested the Parish Clerk should consider using online 
      banking going forward.
      12.4 - To approve the 2023/24 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit Report 
      A copy of the 2023/24 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit report had been circulated to all 

      councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval for both was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr 

      Cooke.  All in Favour.
      12.5 - To Approve Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return 

      A copy of Section 1 & 2 had been tabled for all councillors.  Approval was proposed by Cllr Baker, 
      Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.

13.
      Correspondence
      Nothing to report. 
14.        Chairman's Notices
             These were covered at the Annual Parish Meeting which was held prior to this meeting.  The Chairman 
               thanked Parish Council members for re-electing him as Chairman for another year and stated it’s an 
               honour to look after Blaxhall.
15.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 3rd July 2024
      Election of Vice Chairman.  Cllr Maltby reported the Blaxhall Festival would be held on the last weekend 

      in June and it was planned that the congregation would join hands around the Church.

16.        Public Forum
      There were no members of the public present.

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:55pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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