



M INUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH MAY 2023 FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT  7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker


Cllr Shane Pictor



Cllr Mark Oakley


Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring 


Cllr Graham Atkinson
       
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public present.
All Councillors signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and this was witnessed by the Parish Clerk.
1. Election of Chairman
Cllr Bowles asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Pictor proposed that Cllr Bowles should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  There were no other nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Bowles confirmed he was willing to continue within this role.  Cllr Bowles was duly Elected.  All in Favour.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.   

2. Election of Vice Chairman
The Chairman proposed that Cllr Pictor should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.  Cllr Pictor was duly elected.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed by the Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.

3. Open Public Forum
A member of the public present advised there had yet again been severe flooding at Langham Rd and stated this situation could not carry on.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman advised this matter would be covered in more detail at the July Parish Council meeting.
4.
To receive apologies for absence

There were none.
5.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       5.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
6.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

County Cllr Reid had given a full verbal report at the Annual Parish Meeting which was held prior to this meeting.
7.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson 
District Cllr Wilson had sent his apologies.  No written report had been submitted due to District Cllr Wilson being newly elected but former District Cllr Herring provided details regarding ESC’s activities over the past year at the Annual Parish Meeting which was held prior to this meeting.
8.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
Tree Warden – Joy Shaw gave a verbal report at the Annual Parish Meeting which was held prior to this meeting.
       BCOS – A verbal report was given at the Annual Parish Meeting which was held prior to this meeting.
9.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th March 2023
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the 

minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
10.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 8th March 2023
       There were none.
11.          Parish Clerk's Report

The Parish Clerk reported she had recently submitted the annual claim to Natural England for the

               payment made by the Rural Payments Agency for the maintenance of the Big Common.

12.
      Parish Council Business


 There was none.
  13.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       13.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update – In depth discussion in respect of these 
       ongoing issues.  (Further meeting to discuss this matter with Suffolk County Council Highways

       representative and local farmers to be held on a separate date)
       The Parish Clerk gave details regarding an email received from a local resident regarding matters 

       relating to Langmead Farms using their own land to travel about on more and the possibility of advisory 

       20’s plenty speed signs being implemented at Mill Common.   These comments were noted by the Parish 

       Council.
       Cllr Oakley thanked Cllrs Cutting and Pictor for circulating the Google doc spreadsheet so that any 

       highways matters requiring attention could be added but advised he felt a date for the meeting to be held 

       via MS Teams needed to be scheduled in the first instance.  There was a brief discussion and it was 

       agreed the Parish Clerk would ask Cllr Paul West’s secretary to send over some suitable dates for when 

       this meeting could be held.  Cllr Pictor offered to highlight on a map any problem areas that required 

       attention/consideration ahead of the meeting to be held with SCC.

    14.          Planning Matters
      14.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      Planning Ref: DC/23/1143/FUL

      Proposal: Change of form to existing incidental building. The use of the building will remain as 
      incidental to the host dwelling.

      Address: Blackstock Barn, Station Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council Objected to this application on the grounds that there was not sufficient information 
      provided for them to consider this application within the timescale requested.
      14.2. To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
      Chairman)
      None received
      Update on Existing Applications
      Planning Ref: DC/22/4013/FUL

      Proposal: Proposed extensions and alterations

      Address: Grey Timbers, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      This application has been Granted by ESC with 4 Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/23/0289/FUL
      Proposal: Remove existing single storey structure, new larger single storey rear extension.
      Address: Holly Tree Cottage, Langham Road, Blaxhall

      This application has been Granted by ESC with 3 Conditions.
      Planning Ref: DC/22/0309/FUL 

      Address: The Willows, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Retrospective Application - A private garden studio for a professional artist to 

      facilitate working from home. 29.5m2 single-storey wooden building comprising 2 areas for 

      painting and wax-work.  The outbuilding is at the bottom of the garden with a dual pitch roof 

      and skylight.  Windows only on the North face, no windows on the other 3 sides (to comply 

      with neighbour requests). 
      The Parish Council recommended if this application is Granted and the structure is permitted to remain 
      that a condition should be allocated within the consent stating that the roof be painted or covered in a 
      way that would be acceptable to the neighbours.  Cllr Oakley Abstained from commenting in respect of 
      this application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
15.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 31/3/2023: A/C 10796573 - £9,106.05, A/C 90184039 - £447.50

      Income Received since last meeting



      HMRC VAT Reclamation - £3,261.17            

      Bank Interest - £11.29

      Allotment Income - £208.00

      ESC – Parish Precept - £5,631.82


      15.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-

      None




      15.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses inc. VH/PF meeting) – £167.13

      Heelis & Lodge (Internal Audit Fee) - £170.00

      SALC - £132.50
      Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in 

      Favour.
      15.3 - To approve the 2022/23 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit
      A copy of the 2022/23 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit report had been circulated to all 

      councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval for both was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr 

      Baker.  All in Favour.
      15.4 - To Approve Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return

      A copy of Section 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all councillors.  

      Approval was proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in Favour.

16.
      Correspondence
      Nothing to report. 
17.        Chairman's Notices
       These were covered at the Annual Parish Meeting which was held prior to this meeting.
18.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th July 2023
      There were none.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:20pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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