MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BLAXHALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY 2022 FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT 7:00PM

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles

Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Shane Pictor

Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring
        In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 5 members of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman
Cllr Bowles asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Oakley proposed that Cllr Bowles should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  There were no other nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Bowles confirmed he was willing to continue within this role until Cllr Pictor was ready to take over from him.  Cllr Bowles was duly elected.  All in Favour.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.   
2. Election of Vice Chairman
The Chairman proposed that Cllr Pictor should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.  Cllr Pictor was duly elected.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed by the Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.
3. Open Public Forum
       A member of the public present asked for an update on agenda item 7.1.  The Chairman stated there was

       no update on this item and wouldn’t be until a meeting could be held with ESC planning dept.
4.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Baker.  
       The Chairman confirmed that Ken Anderson had left the village and had therefore resigned from the 

       Parish Council.

5.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       5.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
6.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd March 2022
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Subject to a 
               minor amendment to item 8.1 these were proposed for Approval by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr 
               Cutting.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of 
               the meeting. 
7.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd March 2022
               7.1 – Mill Common proposal update 


The Chairman confirmed there was no further update in respect of this item as the proposed meeting 
               with ESC planning department had not yet been held.  

8.            Parish Clerk's Report
       The Parish Clerk reported the Katch bus service would commence coming via Blaxhall from 16th May 

       2022.  She advised a meeting to discuss advertising the bus was due to be held with SCC, Blaxhall 

       Youth Hostel and the Chairman.  
       The Parish Clerk confirmed the Parish Precept of £5,500.00 had now been paid by ESC.  The Chairman 
       raised concerns regarding the percentage which had shown up on the Council Tax bill as a result of the 

       Parish Council raising the precept.   
9.
      Parish Council Business
       9.1 – To consider if Blaxhall Archive Group should form part of the Parish Council, subject 

       to discussions
       Cllr Pictor reported the Archive Group now consisted of very few people and there was certainly lack of    
       communication between its members.  Cllr Oakley asked had the Archive Group always been 

       independent from the Parish Council.  
       Cllr Pictor provided details on the history of the Archive Group and confirmed there was lots of material 
       stored by the group.  Cllr Herring congratulated the members of Blaxhall Archive Group for all their 
       tremendous work carried out over the years.  Cllr Cutting reported lots of historic information had been 
       collated and this was currently stored on a computer and therefore the Parish did not have any access to 
       these records and in the interest of the village he felt some sort of control over the information stored 
       should be brought back to the village.
       Cllr Oakley stated the approach in getting this material back into the village would need to be 
       handled in a very sensitive manner and suggested that a meeting of the Archive Group could be called 
       for new members to join possibly who had a genuine interest in these matters.  The Chairman closed the 

       meeting to allow a member of the public to comment.  A member of the public present advised he would 

       be happy to join the Archive Group and stated that in his opinion this information should be brought 
       back to the village or possibly sent to the County Archives. The Chairman thanked the member of the

       public for his comments and reconvened the meeting.  It was agreed the next steps would be for Cllr 

       Pictor to liaise with the Archive Group members in order to attempt to schedule a meeting.

10.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       It was suggested the Parish Clerk should make enquires to SC Highways to ask when the road to Snape 


       would be re-opened.  Action – Parish Clerk to contact County Cllr Paul West to make enquiries 

       regarding the repairs to this stretch of road. 

    11.          Planning Matters
      11.1 New Applications to be considered at this meeting


      None received

      11.2 To consider any further applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the 
      Chairman)


      11.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/22/0097/FUL 

      Proposal: Change of Use of the field near our property to be curtilage to the house and to construct a 
      larger garage/shed in place of the existing corrugated structure.

      Address: 3 Mount Pleasant, Station Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to a larger garage being built but Objected to the change of use 
      of the field to be included as part of curtilage to the house.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.

      Planning Ref: DC/22/0309/FUL 

      Address: The Willows, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Retrospective Application - A private garden studio for a professional artist to facilitate 
      working from home. 29.5m2 single-storey wooden building comprising 2 areas for painting and wax-
      work.  The outbuilding is at the bottom of the garden with a dual pitch roof and skylight.  Windows only 
      on the North face, no windows on the other 3 sides (to comply with neighbours’ requests).
      The Parish Council recommended if the application is Granted and the structure is permitted to remain 
      that a condition should be allocated within the consent stating that the roof be painted or covered in a 
      way that would be acceptable to the neighbours.
      Cllr Oakley Abstained from commenting in respect of this application.  No decision has been made by 
      ESC, to date.

12.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 31/3/2022: A/C 10796573 - £9,086.21, A/C 90184039 - £13,118.97


      Income received since last meeting
       


      ESC (Enabling Community Budget) – Stone Common Noticeboard Refurb - £375.00


      SCC (Locality Budget) – Stone Common Noticeboard Refurbishment – £300.00


      Bank Interest - £0.23
      12.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      SWT – Management of Big Common - £13,273.78


      Allied Westminster (Village Hall Insurance) - £977.60



      12.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses – 2 months) – £85.61

      SALC (Annual Subscription) - £143.45

      Heelis & Lodge (Internal Audit fee) - £140.00

      Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Pictor.  All in Favour.      
      12.3 - To approve the 2021/22 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit Report

      A copy of the 2021/22 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit report had been circulated to all 

      councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval for both was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr 

      Pictor.  All in Favour.

      12.4 - To Approve Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return
      A copy of Section 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all councillors.  

      Approval was proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in Favour.

      12.5 – To Approve the External Audit Exemption Certificate
      A copy of the Exemption Certificate had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.

      Approval was Proposed by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in Favour.

      On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked the Parish Clerk for all her hard work preparing 

      the accounts.
13.
      Correspondence
              The Parish Clerk informed the Parish Council that the Open Spaces Spring Newsletter had been received 
              along with an update from the Rural Payments Agency.
              Cllr Oakley recommended that further to recent correspondence circulated via email from the Alde & 
              Ore Community Partnership and Stop Sizewell that in his view both these pieces of correspondence 
              should be discussed in a formal meeting and not had the response agreed via email especially if there was 
              a difference in opinion.  The Chairman stated the date of the Stop Sizewell response had not fallen within 
              the timeframe for this to be included within this agenda and therefore as there had been a majority in 
              support for the Parish Council to support this letter this decision had been carried and he had instructed 
              the Parish Clerk to respond to this effect.
      In respect of the correspondence sent by the Alde & Ore Community Partnership it was felt the Parish 

      Council should be in support of the correspondence sent. 
14.        Chairman's Notices
      These had been covered within the Annual Parish Meeting.
      15.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 6th July 2022

      There were none.
16.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked Council Members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:30pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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