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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BLAXHALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD VIRTUALLY ON WEDNESDAY 5th MAY 2021 AT 7:00PM VIA ZOOM 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles

Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Maggie Jennings

Cllr Shane Pictor



Cllr Karen Baker

Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring
        In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman
The Parish Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Oakley proposed that Cllr Bowles should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  There were no other nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Bowles confirmed he was willing to continue within this role for 1 further year.  Cllr Bowles was duly elected.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form would be signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk, when convenient.  
2. Election of Vice Chairman
The Chairman proposed that Cllr Pictor should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.  Cllr Pictor was duly elected.  It was agreed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form would be signed by the Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Parish Clerk, when convenient.
3. Election of Parish Tree Warden
Cllr Oakley reported this matter had been discussed at a recent BCOS meeting and it had been agreed 

that BCOS would be willing to assist the Tree Warden in providing reports to the Parish Council.  It was 

agreed as there were no applicants present this matter should be deferred until the next Parish Council 

meeting.  The Chairman suggested the Parish Clerk should write to the current Tree Warden and request 

that she puts herself forward for this role and provides future reports if she wishes to continue.
4. Open Public Forum

There were no members of the public present.
5.
To receive apologies for absence

None received.  
6.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       6.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on Wednesday 3rd 
               March 2021
A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Subject to a minor amendment to County Cllr Reid’s report to include comments from Cllr Oakley regarding funding for hedgerows these were proposed for Approval by Cllr Jennings, Seconded by Cllr Pictor.

All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting, when convenient.
8.            Parish Clerk's Report
The Parish Clerk reported the VAS sign posts had now been installed at Butley and therefore the VAS sign could be collected from Blaxhall by a representative from Butley so they could install this for a period of time, as agreed.  She advised she had applied for two further grants towards the new play equipment and confirmed that Zoom meetings were no longer allowed and therefore face to face meetings would resume from July.
9.
      Parish Council Business
      9.1 - Letter to Farmer’s Update
      The Chairman had circulated a copy of the draft letter to all councillors prior to the meeting.  There was a
      brief discussion and it was felt the tone of this letter was the correct approach to take.  It was 

      RESOVLED subject to a minor amendment this letter should be sent.  Cllr Herring volunteered to 

      send a list of the farmers to the Parish Clerk.  Cllr Cutting suggested once sent this matter needed to be 

      followed up on to which the Chairman agreed.
10.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
 Cllr Baker reported the ditch at Station Rd had been cleared out very well.  Cllr Cutting confirmed he  

 had reported all the potholes and broken signs within the village to SC Highways.  He stated there did appear to be a weakness in how SC Highways prioritised and repaired potholes and suggested this matter could be raised with County Cllr Reid at the next meeting.

    11.          Planning Matters
      11.1. New Applications 

      Planning Ref: DC/21/1486/FUL
      Proposal: Change of Use of Land and Conversion of Agricultural Building to one dwelling (following 
      prior approval reference DC/20/4270/PN3). 
      Address: Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall
      The Parish Clerk shared the screen and it was RESOVLED the Parish Council would Object to this 
      application, as follows:-

      “The Parish Council would like to reiterate the fact they Objected to the application for change of use 
      and felt the design proposed was not suitable and any development should be synthetic to the rural 
      environment and should be in keeping with the traditional adjacent buildings.  Access road vehicular 
      frequency should be kept to a minimum”.
      11.2 To consider any applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the Chairman)
      None received.

      11.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/20/4377/FUL

      Address: Shepherds Cottage, The Heath, Blaxhall   

      Proposal: Proposed Two Storey Rear Extension & Installation of Private Sewage Treatment Plant

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application.  This application has been Granted 
      by ESC with 3 Conditions.

12.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 31/3/21: A/C 10796573 - £9,085.29, A/C 90184039 - £1,871.04

      Income Received since last meeting


      Allotment Rents - £389.00


      Bank Interest - £0.23


      HMRC (VAT Reclamation) - £2,236.43


      12.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Jones Expenses (2 Months) - £86.35


      SALC Annual Subscription - £142.59


      12.2 – Payments to be Approved:-


      None

      12.3 - To approve the 2020/21 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit
      A copy of the 2020/21 End of Year Accounts and the March 2021 Bank Reconciliation had been sent to 
      all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Clerk confirmed the Internal Audit had now been carried 
      out to which she gave details.  The 2020/21 End of Year Accounts were Proposed for Approval by Cllr 
      Bowles, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.  It was agreed these would be signed by the 

      Chairman and Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer, when convenient.

      12.4 - To Approve Section 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return
      A copy of Section 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been circulated to all councillors 

      prior to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in 
      Favour.  It was agreed this would be signed by the Chairman and Parish Clerk/Responsible 

      Finance Officer, when convenient.

      12.5 – To Approve the External Audit Exemption Certificate

      A copy of the External Audit Exemption Certificate had been circulated to all councillors prior to the 

      meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker. All in Favour. 
              On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked the Parish Clerk for all her hard work.
13.
      Correspondence
              The Parish Clerk reported on correspondence received in respect of the proposed Sizewell C and the 

              forthcoming examination process.  The Chairman suggested the Parish Clerk could bring any important 

              matters that required a response to the attention of the Parish Council, when applicable.
14.        Chairman's Notices
      These had been covered within the Annual Parish Meeting.
      15.        Any other matters arising
      There were none.
16.         Questions/comments/items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 7th July 2021
              Parish Council Co-option.
17.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked Council Members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:20pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Dated:   .....................................................
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