MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH MAY 2025 FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AT 7:00PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Jonathan Cutting


Cllr Shane Pictor



Cllr Ray Herring 


Cllr Graham Atkinson




Cllr Maria Cooke


Cllr Karen Baker

       
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present


1. Election of Chairman

The Chairman asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Cutting nominated Cllr Bowles to continue 
within this role, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  There were no other nominations.  Cllr Bowles was duly Elected and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.
2. Election of Vice Chairman

The Chairman Proposed that Cllr Pictor should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All 

in Favour.  There were no other nominations.   Cllr Pictor was duly Elected and the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.
3. Open Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.

4. To Receive apologies for absence


Apologies were accepted from Cllr Oakley.
5. To receive declarations of interest regarding matters on this agenda


There were none.


5.1 – To consider any dispensations


None received.

6. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th March 2025


A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th March 2025 had been 

circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Pictor, 

Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
7. To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 5th March 2025

The Parish Clerk confirmed she had looked into the Parish Council purchasing a new defibrillator and 

was aware of some funding that is due to be made available by The British Heart Foundation for a free defibrillator and cabinet.  Action – Parish Clerk to apply for funding when available.
8. Parish Clerk's Report


Online banking and BACS payments – The Parish Clerk reported she now had access to online banking but Barclays had stated that to carry out BACS payments the person inputting the payments for authorisation needed to be a signatory on the bank account to which she gave details.  She also advised that the form to change the signatories required Cllr Pictor’s signature.  Action – Clerk to send the completed form for change of signatories and set up online payments.
9. Parish Council Business

9.1 – Emergency Plan update

Cllr Cooke reported all is going well and a Rest Centre Co-ordinator and Area Wardens had now been  allocated.  She confirmed she is going to make contact with the ESC Emergency Officer and gave details regarding matters that still required clarification.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Cooke for all her hard work on this and for being so thorough.

The Chairman advised that County Broadband were not able to supply the village with broadband and at the last Village Hall/Playing Field Committee meeting it was felt that Wi-Fi would benefit the hall and the Committee had suggested the Parish Council could be asked to contribute towards the costs of this facility.  There was a discussion and it was felt the cost would be around £33 per month to which Cllr Pictor stated he felt the Parish Council could support 50% of these costs for a trial period with the hope that bookings would improve. This was Unanimously Agreed and the Chairman asked the Parish Clerk to include this matter as a formal agenda item at the meeting.
10. Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths & Allotments 

etc. and to consider any actions required


Nothing to report.
11. Planning Matters

11.1 – Applications to be considered at this meeting


None received.

11.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at discretion of the Chairman)


Nothing to report.
12. Finance

Bank Balances as at 31/3/2025: A/C 10796573 - £6,305.52, A/C 90184039 - £3,318.52


Income Received since last meeting


HMRC VAT Reclamation - £5,184.46


Bank Interest - £22.22

12.1 – Payments since the last meeting


Allied Westminster (Village Hall Insurance) - £1,120.31

12.2 – Payments to be Approved

Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses inc. VH/PF hours) – £154.71

SALC (Annual Subscription) - £136.77

Donation to BCOS (Annual Donation) - £200.00

Blaxhall VH/PF Committee (VAT Reclaim) – £1,754.68


Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Cooke, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.


12.3 - To approve the 2024/25 End of Year Accounts and Internal Audit Report


A copy of the 2024/25 End of Year accounts and the Internal Auditor report had been circulated to all 

councillors prior to the meeting. Approval was Proposed by Cllr Atkinson, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.


12.4 - To Approve Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return

A copy of Sections 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been tabled for all councillors at the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.  The Parish Clerk advised the Parish Council had also been selected as part of the 5% random councils picked by PFK Littlejohn (External Auditor) for an Intermediate Audit this year to which she gave details.
13. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk gave details regarding a meeting that SALC were hosting regarding highway matters.  Cllr Pictor raised concerns regarding pot hole repairs and how these are carried out and the road closures that take place due to these causing inconveniences.


Sizewell Recreational Surveys – The Parish Clerk gave details regarding correspondence received asking for permission for some Recreational Surveys to be carried out on Blaxhall Common.  It was agreed there were No Objections to these surveys being carried out but the Parish Clerk should request they are to be sent a copy of the results, when available.
14. Chairman’s Notices

These were covered at the Annual Parish Meeting.
15. 
Questions/comments/items for the next meeting

Installation of Wifi at the Village Hall, Parish Council Co-option.
16. 
Public Forum

There were no members of the public present.

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:55pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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