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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BLAXHALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD VIRTUALLY ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY 2020 AT 7:30PM VIA ZOOM 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles

Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Maggie Jennings

Cllr Shane Pictor



Cllr Karen Baker

Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring
        In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There were no members of the 
        public present.
1. Election of Chairman
The Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Pictor Proposed that Cllr Bowles should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  There were no other nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Bowles was duly elected.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form would be signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Clerk, when convenient.
2. Election of Vice Chairman
The Chairman Proposed that Cllr Pictor should continue within this role, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.  Cllr Pictor was duly elected.  It was agreed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form would be signed by the Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Clerk, when convenient.
3. Open Public Forum

There were no members of the public present.
4.
To receive reports from:- 

       County Cllr Andrew Reid

       A written report/newsletter regarding SCC events during June 2020 had been submitted by County Cllr 

       Reid and circulated to all Councillors.  County Cllr Reid reported on his newsletter and highlighted 

       the fact that Suffolk had now issued its Outbreak Control Plan which is a plan so that Government could

       have a robust plan to control local Coronavirus outbreaks to which he gave details and stated a link to 

       this plan could be found within his report sent.
       County Cllr Reid confirmed that SCC had continued to provide PPE equipment across Suffolk including 
       Care Homes and stated that 2.3 million of items had been delivered to which he provided information 

       and confirmed that at no time had this ran out.  He confirmed a decision had been made by SCC to relax 
       the Concessionary Bus Pass time restrictions to enable local elderly people to travel earlier during the 

       lockdown period.  
       County Cllr Reid reported on SCC’s actions on looking after vulnerable residents focussing on care 

       homes and Coronavirus testing.  He reported the cost of the pandemic to SCC was £65 million to which 

       £30 million shortfall had been received from Government. 
       County Cllr Reid reported on EDF’s DCO application made to the Planning Inspectorate and confirmed 

       the papers were available online and SCC were looking into some serious issues that had been 
       previously raised and it appeared there were still many unanswered questions which leaves SCC in a 
       very difficult position to support the project wholeheartedly.   The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid 
       for his report.

       Cllr Pictor asked when the Suffolk County Record Office would re-open.  County Cllr Reid said it 
       would be a while before this facility re-opened.

       Cllr Cutting asked how closely SCC worked with the NHS as he was aware that SCC had available PPE 
       but this was not being distributed especially to the Community Nursing Team to which he provided 

       details.  County Cllr Reid stated it would have been the NHS’s decision on how the PPE provided was 

       distributed but stated that he would be happy to look into this.  Cllr Pictor stated he could back this 
       information received from Cllr Cutting and was aware that the Community Nurses had been desperate 
       for PPE.  Action: Clerk to provide County Cllr Reid with relevant information.
       District Cllr Ray Herring

       District Cllr Ray Herring reported that ESC dealt with Environmental Health and they had been in a
       support role with SCC but had a key role in rolling out Community and Business support and confirmed 

       to that extent they had rolled out grants to over 5000 businesses amounting to £55 million to which he 

       gave details.  He advised most staff at ESC were still working from home and confirmed that e Hpublic 
       toilets had remained open, but the green waste collection had to be stopped for a few weeks to ensure the 
       resources were available.  District Cllr Herring stated that leisure centres had been closed throughout 
       the lockdown period and due to the fact that ESC costs are covered mostly from car parking charges and 
       leisure centres the loss of income will be quite substantial and a good proportion of this would therefore 

       have to be taken from reserves.

       He advised across East Suffolk there were 5083 shielded individuals and around 1400 of these had 

       required support to provide essentials and 251 were directly supported by the ESC Communities Team 
       and many more by Community Groups.  District Cllr Herring reported he had allocated a substantial 
       amount from his ECB to support food banks and other services and also provided some funding to the 

       Rendlesham Outreach Group along with the Tunstall & Blaxhall Good Neighbours Scheme to which he 
       had allocated £500.00.  The Chairman thanked District Cllr Herring for his report.  
       Reports from Village Organizations 


Cllr Oakley reported he hoped a meeting of the Commons Trust would be scheduled soon.
Cllr Oakley asked if the Village Hall would be re-opening.  Cllr Bowles stated a request had been received from a local resident for a meeting to be held in the Village Hall but unfortunately the Committee had lost their cleaner and until a replacement could be found the Village Hall would have to remain closed.  He confirmed that he hoped the Village Hall could re-open in September and that local groups may be able to be accommodated sooner.  Cllr Bowles stated all groups would have to provide a Health & Safety Risk Assessment prior to using the hall.  Cllr Bowles urged for help and volunteers to join the Village Hall/Playing Field Committee.  Cllr Jennings asked if Track and Trace would also be undertaken.  Cllr Bowles confirmed that all hall users would need to provide Track and Trace details.
5.
To receive apologies for absence

None received.  
6.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       5.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 20120

A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were proposed for Approval by Cllr Jennings, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  5 in Favour, 2 Abstentions.  It was agreed the  minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting, when convenient.
8.            Parish Clerk's Report
The Clerk reported she had received an email from Peter McGinity, Chairman of Chillesford Parish Meeting who had informed her that the Vehicle Activated Speed Sign had been in Chillesford since February and despite trying to contact Jeff Hume on several occasions he had not been successful and would like to know when someone from Blaxhall would be able to collect it.  Cllr Jennings stated she would have taken this role on, but the sign was far too heavy for her.  Cllr Cutting stated he was willing to take on this role.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Cutting for offering to take on this role.  Actions – Clerk to liaise with Peter McGinity and Chairman to contact former Cllr Jeff Hume.
9.
      Parish Council Business
      There was none.       
10.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. in order to consider any actions required
 The Chairman reported that Derek Keeble had been carrying out his usual work within the village.  Cllr   

 Cutting reported concerns regarding the field between Red House Farm and Stone Farm and stated just 
 beyond the crossroads the farmer had been doing a lot of work and as a result a large about of mud and 
 sand had been blown onto the road to which evidence still remained.  Cllr Herring confirmed that 
 Langmead Farms now owned the land in question, but they also let land to a 3rd party.  He advised due to 
 poor weather harvesting had proved difficult in the Autumn, so this work had been  carried out during the 
 Spring to which he gave details and reported this had caused an awful mess on the road due to the wet  

 weather conditions but really this should have been cleared by now.
 Cllr Cutting also reported that the local publicans had raised concerns regarding an overgrown hedge 
 opposite the pub and had asked if the Parish Council could request for this hedge to be cut back.  It was 
 suggested in the first instance that the local publican should approach the local landowner and ask them 
 to cut this hedge back.  Cllr Cutting asked if the Parish Council had any authority to write to the local 
 resident to which Cllr Herring confirmed yes they did have this authority.  The Clerk requested that Cllr 
 Cutting reported any further issues to herself in order so she could report this via the SCC online 
 reporting system.
 Cllr Herring raised concerns regarding speeding tractors in the local area.  He confirmed that at the start 
 of the year that Tunstall Parish Council had written to all local farmers including himself asking them to 
 request their drivers to slow down but despite this speeding still appeared to be an issue.  He reported the 
 local publican had contacted him raising concerns in respect of this matter and in his view all farmers  
 needed to take this matter into consideration, but many still go too fast.  He reported he had recently 
 spoken to Langmead Farms and also Wantisden Hall Farms and asked them to remind their tractor 
 drivers to keep their speed down.  He stated this was an ongoing problem and hoped this matter could be 
 dealt with.  The Chairman suggested the Parish Council could send out another letter to the local farmers 

 if this problem continues 
 The Chairman stated he had spoken with the local publican in respect of the hedge opposite the pub and 
 he had now approached the resident but had not had much success.  Therefore, the Chairman had offered  
 to approach the resident in order to request that this hedge was cut back but he stated this was not a 
 hazard.  Action – Chairman to liaise with local resident regarding overgrown hedge.

    11.          Planning Matters
      11.1. New Applications 

      Planning Ref: DC/20/2394/FUL
      Address: 53 Station Road, Blaxhall
      Cllr Herring declared a non-pecuniary interest in this planning application.

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  
      Planning Ref: DC/20/2216/AGO
      Address: Lime Tree Farm, Tunstall Road, Blaxhall
      Proposal: Prior Notification - Construction of a clay lined winter storage irrigation reservoir. A balanced 
      cut and fill earth moving operation will dig the clay from the site and engineer it into an impermeable 
      membrane to line the irrigation reservoir proposed.

      No materials will be brought to or taken from site. The very wide banks have allowed the reservoir to sit 
      very low in the landscape and provide a landscaping benefit to hide the un landscaped banks of the 
      existing reservoir to the south.

      Why necessary for agriculture: Langmead Farms have secured 330,000 m3 of winter water abstraction 
      licence from the Environment Agency to allow an expansion of the vegetable and herb growing side of 
      the business.

      This project represents phase 2 of the winter storage required, The Knolls 180,000 m3 reservoir 
      immediately to the south represents Phase 1.

      Why designed for agriculture: The infrastructure has been installed to provide a high pressure water main 
      around the farm to supply irrigators in every field. This was installed as part of Phase 1 when The Knolls 
      reservoir, just to the south was  constructed (Stage 2 application).
      Cllr Herring declared a non-pecuniary interest in this planning application.  Cllr Oakley raised 

      concerns regarding access to the site and noise impact to neighbouring properties.  Cllr Cutting raised 

      concerns regarding additional water on the road.  Cllr Pictor raised concerns regarding the number of 

      containers sited and suggested this matter should be monitored.
      It was agreed the Parish Council had No Objections to this application and understood this came under 
      Permitted Development Rights but would ask ESC if there is likely to be ancillary equipment such as 
      containers and if so was there likely to be a greater spread than that of the 1st reservoir.
12.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 29th May 2020 - A/C 10796573 - £9,081.13, A/C 90184039 - £4,702.98

      Income Received since last meeting

      £2,500.00 - ESC (1st Half of Parish Precept)


      £3,068.61 – HMRC (VAT Reclamation)


      Payments to be Approved:-

      £42.40 – Jo Jones (Clerks Expenses)

      £157.80 - HMRC (PAYE – Clerk)

      £559.41 - Village Hall/Playing Field (VAT Reclamation)

      £55.00 – Shane Pictor (Newsletter – Printing)

      £128.00 - Heelis & Lodge (Internal Audit Fee)       
      Approval for the above payments was agreed Unanimously by the Parish Council.
      12.1 -To Approve the 2019/20 End of Year Accounts
      A copy of the 2019/20 Annual Accounts and March 2020 Bank Reconciliation had been sent to all 
      Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Clerk confirmed the Internal Audit had now been carried out to 
      which she gave details and advised there had been a recommendation for the Parish Council to join the 
      Information Commissioners Office.  This was Approved Unanimously.  

      The Annual Accounts were reviewed by the Parish Council and were Proposed for Approval by Cllr 

      Jennings, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed these would be signed by the 
      Chairman and Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer, when convenient.
      12.2 - To Approve Section 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return

      A copy of Section 1 & 2 of the Local Councils Annual Return had been circulated to all Councillors prior 

      to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Pictor, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.  It 

      was agreed this would be signed by the Chairman and Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer, 

      when convenient.

13.
      Correspondence  

      13.1 – ESC Local Plan Consultation
      The Clerk confirmed she had sent details of this correspondence to all Councillors and pointed out to the 

      Parish Council that within this consultation ESC were proposing to remove the Areas to be Protected 

      from Development Policy and in her view this could be worth objecting to.  This was Unanimously 

      Approved by the Parish Council.  Action – Parish Clerk to respond to ESC.
      13.2 – SALC – Code of Conduct Consultation 
      The Clerk advised she had sent all Councillors details regarding this consultation and a copy of the link 
      to the survey.  She urged all Councillors to respond to this survey.  It was agreed the Clerk would respond 
      to this consultation and resend the link to all Councillors.
      13.3 – EDF Energy – Sizewell C DCO 
             The Parish Clerk confirmed the DCO application had been submitted by EDF Energy and she
             provided details regarding the mobile bus visits that were due to take place.  She confirmed that 
             an appointment would be required in order to visit the mobile bus.  The Parish Clerk advised she 
             had also received a USB stick containing the DCO application. 
14.        Chairman's Notices
      The Chairman reported the Village Hall/Playing Field Committee were actively looking for 
      more members and due to the lack of numbers no Summer Fete would be held this year.  He 
      stated he hoped that a village event would be able to be held by the end of the year.  The 
      Chairman confirmed the Parish Clerk was looking into obtaining 3 quotations for the 
      refurbishment of the play area and once these had been sought funding could be looked into.
      15.        Any other matters arising
      There were none.
16.         Questions/comments/items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 2nd September 2020
              Parish Council Insurance Renewal
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked Council Members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:00pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Dated:   .....................................................
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