


BLAXHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH MAY 2023 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL 
The Chairman of the Parish Council Cllr Graham Bowles welcomed all whom had attended

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)









Cllr Mark Oakley


Cllr Ray Herring



     
Cllr Shane Pictor


Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Graham Atkinson 

Cllr Karen Baker

In attendance:  Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were 5 members of the public in attendance.
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Joyce Iszard - Garthwaite Trust, Cllr Tim Wilson - ESC, Ben Calvesbert – Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Miranda Barclay – Blaxhall PCC & Joy Shaw – Blaxhall Tree Warden.
2. TO APPROVE THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 
ON WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY 2022
Approval for the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 4th May 2022 were Proposed by Cllr Pictor, Seconded by Cllr Baker. All in Favour.
3. REPORT FORM SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR ANDREW REID

County Cllr Reid gave a verbal report.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.


REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TIM WILSON
Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  No written report had been received.

VILLAGE HALL/PLAYING FIE
Cllr Graham Bowles a gave verbal report.  He advised a deep clean of the walls would be carried out within the hall and reported he was still in the process of sourcing a painter and decorator to carry out re-painting of the inside of the hall.  Cllr Bowles confirmed florescent lighting was to be installed.  He reported the recent Coronation Event went very well and the   Summer Ball would be held on Saturday 17th June 2023.  Finally, Cllr Bowles advised grants for replacement of the play equipment were still being looked into.

ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

A verbal report was given by Sophie (Allotment Group Secretary).  The Chairman thanked 


Sophie for her report..

BLAXHALL COMMONS & OPEN SPACES CHARITABLE TRUST REPORT
      A verbal report was given by Andrew Derrick.  The Chairman thanked Andrew for his report.

      SWT REPORT

      Apologies had been received from Ben Calvesbert.  A written report had been submitted which 

      was read by the Parish Clerk.

BLAXHALL ARCHIVE GROUP REPORT
      Not present and no written report had been received. Concerns were raised that the archive 

      items were being kept in a private home when they should actually be stored in the village.  A 

      member of the public asked if the Archive Group memorabilia was to be returned to the village 
      and if so where would this be stored?  A member of the public asked for confirmation as 

      to whom was on the Archive Group to which Cllr Pictor gave details.  Cllr Oakley suggested the 
      matter of where the archive items are stored should be followed up.

GARTHWAITE CHARITY REPORT
      Apologies had been received from Joyce Iszard.  A written report had been submitted to which 
      the Parish Clerk provided details.  

TREE WARDEN’S REPORT
              Apologies had been received from Joy Shaw.  A written report had been received.  This was 
      read by the Parish Clerk.

BLAXHALL YOUTH HOSTEL REPORT

Not present – No written report had been received.


PCC REPORT
      Apologies were received from Miranda Barclay.  A written report had been submitted to which 
      the Parish Clerk provided details.  

BLAXHALL SHIP INN REPOR
              Not present.  No report had been received.  The Chairman reported a new Manager and Chef 
              were now in place.  Cllr Pictor asked if the pub was accepting cash again to which the 
              Chairman advised no there were not accepting cash as yet.  
4.
OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

      A member of the public asked could a working party be held to paint the Village Hall.  The 

      Chairman advised he did not feel this would be appropriate.
      A member of the public reported she thoroughly enjoyed reading the newsletter.  The Chairman 

      agreed the newsletter was very enjoyable reading and thanks were given to Cllr Pictor for all his 

      hard work. 
      A member of the public asked if the Art Exhibition had been discontinued.  The Chairman 

      advised the Art Group had ceased to which he provided details.

      Cllr Ray Herring advised he had not been successful in being Elected to the role of District Cllr 

      following the recent Election and stated he felt very privileged to have served the village for the 
      past 26 years in this role.  He gave a verbal report on the last years activities at ESC and offered 
      thanks to the officers at the District Council for all their support over the years he had spent 
      serving as a District Cllr. The Chairman thanked Cllr Herring for his service for the past 26 
      years and for providing this report.
The Chairman thanked all representatives for their reports and comments and there being no further questions or discussion closed the meeting at 8:50pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        Dated:   …......................................................

