MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JANUARY 2025 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)






Cllr Jonathan Cutting


Cllr Graham Atkinson



Cllr Maria Cooke


Cllr Tom Maltby



Cllr Mark Oakley


Cllr Karen Baker



Cllr Ray Herring

In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk and County Cllr Reid and District Cllr Wilson.  There were 2 members of the public present.


1. Open Public Forum
       A member of the public raised concerns regarding flooding on Station Road.  He confirmed there were 2 
       drains on Station Rd and gave details regarding the extent of the flooding and past improvements that 
       had been made to prevent flooding within this area.  The member of the public tabled some photos for 
       councillors to view and advised he had spent three hours clearing one of the drains with rods himself and 
       despite this flooding still occurs.  He asked the Parish Council if they could put pressure on SCC to 
       reinstate the drains and liaise with local farmers to ensure the ditches are kept clear.  He also suggested 
       that following heavy rainfall it could be beneficial if a notice could be sited at the junction advising of 
       flooding and urging motorists to use Church Rd.  
       A member of the public stated she was aware that Langmead Farms had been working with the Parish 

       Council but as we are now getting more sudden rain she felt a long-term solution needed to be found by 
       working together.  She also suggested that Langmead Farms could install a further ditch to prevent 
       further flooding.  The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their comments. 
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Pictor.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 
A written report had been received and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.
      County Cllr Reid reported on items within his report and highlighted on the loss of Government funding 
      for Rural Parishes and confirmed this would now be used for Urban Parishes with deprivation.  He 

      reported on SCC’s Growth Plan and what they hoped to achieve within the next 20 years and gave 

      details regarding an Extra-ordinary meeting held at SCC which was then followed by a Cabinet 
      meeting in respect of the proposed Devolution deal  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his 
      report.  Cllr Oakley asked what the timetable for the Devolution deal was to which Cllr Reid advised the 
      1st batch of Unitary Councils could come into effect in May 2026, if  Approved.  

      Cllr Cooke asked what effect the withdrawal of the grant for Rural Parishes would have to which County 

      Cllr Reid provided clarification.
 5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson
       A written report had been received and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  

       District Cllr Wilson reported on the proposed  Devolution deal and advised there could be some benefits 
       of having a Unitary Council but he felt Suffolk was too large for the proposal to which he gave details. 
       He reported ESC had now withdrawn from the Coastal East Partnership as it had not been working to 
       which he gave details and confirmed ESC could now concentrate solely on the Suffolk coastline.  

       District Cllr Wilson reported himself and County Cllr Reid had been working together to prevent 
       flooding in Tunstall and Butley.  The Chairman thanked District Cllr Wilson for his report.  Cllr Herring 
       stated he was surprised the Coastal East Partnership had ceased to which he gave details.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden8
       Tree Warden – Joy Shaw reported on the work carried out at the recent work parties held at Stone 
       Common and Jaspers Pightle and advised BCOS were considering some grazing.  She reported that 
       Blaxhall had seen 11 barn owl chicks. Finally, she provided details regarding hedge planting carried 

       out alongside the Church and between Blaxhall Ship and Langmead Farm.

       Blaxhall PCC – Joy Shaw reported works to Church would be commencing in February and the Church 
       would remain closed whilst these works were being carried out.  She confirmed it was hoped the Village 
       Hall  and other locations could be used for Church services.  Joy Shaw advised that the Church had also 

       applied for a Green Grant to purchase some bat boxes.  The Chairman thanked Joy Shaw for her reports.
7.
To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th November 2024
               A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th November 2024 had been 

circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were  Proposed for Approval by Cllr Baker, 

Seconded by Cllr Atkinson. 6 in Favour. 2 Abstentions.  It was agreed the minutes could be signed by 
               the 
Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 

8.
To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 6th November 2024

There were none.
9.            Parish Clerk's Report

       The Parish Clerk reported she had emailed SCC asking for Cllr Atkinson to attend the SC Highways 
               self-help training session.  She confirmed she had received correspondence from ESC regarding the 
               renewal of the Assets of Community Value applications for Stone and Mill Common Allotments to 
               which she had now completed.  The Parish Clerk gave details of costs to replace the grit bin at Mill 
               Common and suggested she could apply for some funding towards these costs.  District Cllr Wilson 
               stated he was happy to fund £200.00 towards these costs.  Action – Parish Clerk to apply for funding 
               from County Cllr Reid’s Locality Budget.
10.
      Parish Council Business

      10.1 – To consider draft Emergency Plan
      This item was deferred until the March Parish Council meeting.
      10.2 – To approve 2025 Parish Council meeting dates    
      A copy of the 2025 Parish Council meeting dates had been tabled for all councillors.  These were 
      Proposed for Approval by Cllr Bowles, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.
      10.3 – Management of Village Defibrillator 
      Cllr Cooke volunteered to investigate costs and options for servicing the defibrillator which is sited at the 

      Blaxhall Ship.  She advised that training sessions for 6 – 12 people could be carried out for £325.00.  It 

      was agreed Cllr Cooke would look into this matter and the Chairman would confirm which charity 

      assisted with funding the defibrillator.      

  11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update
       It was agreed that Cllr Cutting would arrange a further meeting with New Shoots.  It was suggested the 

       flooding and blocked drains at Station Road should be reported to SC Highways with a request to come 

       up with a long-term solution which could be to insert a pipe through the bank to prevent future flooding.
12.
       Planning Matters  
       12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting) 

       None received


       12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
       Chairman)
       None received

       12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

       Planning Ref: DC/24/3661/FUL

       Proposal: Change of use from youth hostel (Sui Generis) to education use (Class F1) and provision of 
       refuse and cycle stores within grounds

       Address: Old School House, School Road, Blaxhall 

       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.
       Planning Ref: DC/24/3137/VOC
       Address: Kite's Barn, Station Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Variation of Condition 2 of DC/21/1486/FUL - Change of Use of Land and Conversion of 
       Agricultural Building to one dwelling (following prior approval reference DC/20/4270/PN3). - The plans 
       were approved in 2021, and the owners would therefore like to make revisions to the floor layout, 
       elevations, fenestration and materials, prior to construction. - To replace approved drawings A02-05A 
       and A02-04 with drawing PW1425_PL01.
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.   This application has been Approved by 
       ESC with 7 Conditions.

       Planning Ref: DC/24/3057/FUL
       Address: Vine Cottage, School Road, Blaxhall
       Proposal: Extension to existing dwelling and alterations to outbuildings
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Approved by ESC 
       with 3 Conditions.
       Planning Ref: DC/24/1211/FUL
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall
       Proposal: Refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide accommodation for holiday lets
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Approved by ESC 
       with 6 Conditions.
       Planning Ref: DC/24/1212/LBC
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Listed Building Consent - To refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide 
       accommodation for a holiday let
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Approved by ESC 
       with 6 Conditions.

     13.
       Finance

       Bank Balances as at 29/11/2024: A/C 10796573 - £6,259.89, A/C 90184039 - £3,136.77


       Income Received since last meeting


       Allotment Rents - £183.80


       13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-

       Jo Peters – December’24 Salary - £273.05




       13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

       Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses inc. Land Reg Fee) - £78.18
       Approval for this payment was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.

       13.3 - To Approve the Parish Council implements Barclays Online Banking and changes from 
       cheque to online payments
       The Parish Clerk confirmed she had now received confirmation from Barclays that online banking had 

       been set up and confirmed she had received the online membership number.  She confirmed once she 

       receives a card and pin she would be able to login into the account and amend the signatories.  She 

       advised that previously it had been agreed that Cllr Baker would be a signatory but due to online 

       banking requiring internet access it was agreed the account signatories would be Cllr Bowles, Cllr 

       Atkinson, Cllr Cooke and Cllr Pictor.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr 

       Maltby.  All in Favour.
       Approval for the Parish Council to implement online banking and BACS online payments was Proposed 
       by Cllr Cooke, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.
       13.4 – To consider a donation request from Ebb & Flow Magazine 
       Correspondence received had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Cutting  

       provided clarification regarding the request for funding and suggested that a £240 per annum donation  
       towards printing costs from Blaxhall Parish Council could be a sensible donation to cover the houses 
       delivered to in Blaxhall. 
       Cllr Oakley stated he felt there needed to be a long-term plan to make the magazine sustainable and 
       other parishes would need to make continued support ongoing too.  Following discussion, it was agreed 
       that content to make an annual donation could be offered towards the Ebb & Flow Magazine printing 
       costs as long as other parishes were also willing to contribute toward these costs and it was also 
       suggested that alternative help towards these costs could be looked into.  Action – Parish Clerk to 
       respond to correspondence received.
       13.5 – To approve the 2025/26 Budget and set the Parish Precept
       A copy of the 2025/26 budget and a copy of the Tax Base letter received from ESC had been circulated 
       to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Following discussion, it was agreed the Parish Precept would be 
       set at £7,705.30.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Bowles, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour. 
       Subject to a minor amendment, Approval for the 2025/26 Budget was Proposed by Cllr Cutting, 
       Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.
14.
        Correspondence

        ESC Planning Forum – Noted and circulated to all councillors.
15.           Chairman's Notices
        Nothing to report. 
16.          Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th March 2025
        Financial Reviews, Draft Emergency Plan. 

17.
        Public Forum
        There were no comments from the members of the public.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:50pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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