
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)






Cllr Jonathan Cutting


Cllr Ray Herring



Cllr Maria Cooke


Cllr Graham Atkinson



Cllr Shane Pictor
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk & District Cllr Wilson.  There were 2 members of the public present.


1. Open Public Forum

There were no comments from the members of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Maltby, Cllr Baker and Cllr Oakley.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 
Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been received and was circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.
5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson

       District Cllr Wilson gave a verbal report and highlighted on the proposed changes to the refuse 
       collections and advised these would include a new bin for glass.  He confirmed that ESC continued to 
       respond to consultations regarding Sizewell C in conjunction with SCC to which he gave details.  He 

       provided details regarding an event to be held in Woodbridge on 18th September 2024 from 10am -1pm 

       whereby lots of senior officers would be available to meet the public and answer any questions.
       District Cllr Wilson confirmed the Ease the Squeeze and Warm Welcomes initiatives would continue 
       this winter.  He gave details regarding new home building targets in line with the National Policy 
       Framework and confirmed the pressure was on District Councils to build new homes.  The Chairman 
       thanked District Cllr Wilson for his report.  Cllr Cutting asked how could members of the public 
       comment on the refuse collection consultation.  District Cllr Wilson confirmed he would send details to 

       the Parish Clerk.  Cllr Cutting asked if the refuse collection would be taken in house from Norse back to 
       East Suffolk Services.  District Cllr Wilson confirmed refuse collections were now back in house with 
       East Suffolk Services to which he gave details and confirmed there were now 2 new electric refuse 
       Collection vehicles in use.
       The Parish Clerk advised she had not heard from the new MP since she had been in post.  District Cllr 

       Wilson advised that he would raise this with the Leader of the Council.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
               Tree Warden – Joy Shaw had sent her apologies.  No written report had been received.
       BCOS – Rosie Thornton thanked the Parish Council for the grant given and reported this originally was

       going to be spent on cutting the bracken but Mr Kerr has kindly carried this work out free of charge so
       they were going to use these funds to hire a skip as the work parties have been clearing lots in all areas.
       She reported a volunteering day would be held during October at Jaspers Pightle and a work party at 
       Stone Common would also be held along with a litter pick in October for the whole week to which she 
       gave details.  Finally, Rosie reported a Bonfire Party without fireworks would be held on 2nd November 
       2024 at Stone Common along with refreshments.  The Chairman thanked Rosie for her report.
7.
To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd July 2024
               A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd July 2024 had been circulated to 

all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were  proposed for Approval by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.   4 in Favour. 2 Abstentions.  It was agreed the minutes could be signed by Cllr Cutting (who chaired this meeting) as a true record of the meeting. 

8.
To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd July 2024

There were none.
9.           Parish Clerk's Report
      The Parish Clerk reported that she had been made aware the Vehicle Activated Speed sign that is 

      shared with Butley had been damaged whilst sited in Blaxhall.  The Parish Clerk advised she was 
      looking into pricing for solar speed signs for her other 2 parishes and asked did the Parish Council feel 
      this was the way forward for Blaxhall too?.  The Chairman asked Parish Councillors their thoughts on the 
      VAS sign and its need.  There was a brief discussion and is agreed these signs did raise awareness and it 
      showed the Parish were bothered about speeding throughout the village.  It was agreed this matter 

      would be an agenda item at the next meeting.  The Chairman raised concerns regarding speed signs that 
      were faded. 
      The Parish Clerk reported on correspondence received from the Rural Payments Agency regarding 

      bracken control on the Big Common and confirmed that she was in liaison with SWT in respect of this 

      matter.

      The Parish Clerk advised the donation given to Age UK had been returned as Age UK Suffolk had 

      ceased trading.
    
      9.1 – Sizewell C Community Fund Event update

      The Parish Clerk gave details on this event and it was agreed the Parish Clerk would ask councillors via 
      email for ideas in order so these could be considered at the next meeting.

10.
      Parish Council Business

 Nothing to report. 
  11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
      11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update
       Cllr Cutting asked if SC Highways had provided details regarding the Small Works Licence.  Action – 

       Parish Clerk to chase Josh White and make enquires about a Small Works Permit and How to 
       Apply enquire if this permit would allow the Parish Council to instruct a contractor to carry out 
       this work.
12.
       Planning Matters  
       12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting) 

       None received


       12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
       Chairman)
       None received

       12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

       Planning Ref: DC/24/1211/FUL
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall
       Proposal: Refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide accommodation for holiday lets.
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date

       Planning Ref: DC/24/1212/LBC
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Listed Building Consent - To refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide      

       accommodation for a holiday let
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date

       Planning Ref: DC/24/1759/FUL
       Address: Stone Barns, Station Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Internal alterations to single storey wing and amended window/door designs
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC   

       with 3 Conditions.

       Planning Ref: DC/24/0741/FUL

       Address: Thatched Cottages, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Removal of thatch, replacement with clay pantiles, new bargeboards, fascia's and caps
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC 
       with 5 Conditions.

13.
       Finance
       Bank Balances as at 31/7/2024: A/C 10796573 - £6,236.57, A/C 90184039 - £6,227.55


        Income Received since last meeting


        Nil


        13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


        Jo Peters – August’24 Salary - £273.05




        13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

        Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses inc. website fee) - £60.95

        PKF Littlejohn – External Audit Fee - £252.00
        Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.
        Cllr Cutting suggested that the Parish Clerk/RFO should look into online banking and procedures.
        13.3 – To Approve Completion of the External Audit

        The Parish Clerk/RFO provided details regarding the completion of the External Audit and this was  

        Unanimously Approved.

        13.4 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal

        The Parish Clerk/RFO had tabled a paper detailing the renewal quotations received.  It was Proposed by 
        the Chairman that the Parish Council should renew their policy with Community Action Suffolk at a 
        premium of 363.67 and this cheque should be included within the items to pay, Seconded by Cllr 

        Atkinson.  All in Favour.
14.
        Correspondence
        The Parish Clerk gave details of a Sizewell C Community Forum to be held on 9th October 2024.
15.           Chairman's Notices
        Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported this year’s Summer Fete had been the most 
        successful fete yet with just over £3K profit raised which has been split between the VH/PF and the 
        Church.  He confirmed the Xmas Party would be held on Saturday 14th December 2024 and it was 
        agreed Cllr Pictor would advertise this event within the next newsletter. 
16.          Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 4th September 2024
        Cllr Cooke asked if an article could be included within the next newsletter regarding the Emergency 
        Plan to ask for volunteers and advised that a 1st and 2nd Co-ordinator would need to be sought.  The 

        Chairman volunteered to be the 1st Co-ordinator and Cllr Atkinson volunteered to be the 2nd
            Co-ordinator.  

17.
        Public Forum
        A member of the public asked for update on the Blaxhall Ship Inn to which the Chairman gave details.  

        The member of the public congratulated the Parish Council for registering the pub as an Asset of 
        Community Value with East Suffolk Council.

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:45pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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