MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2021
AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Shane Pictor


Cllr Karen Baker





Cllr Ray Herring


Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ken Anderson
        In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Open Public Forum
       There were no members of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Jennings (Unwell).
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
       County Cllr Andrew Reid was not present.  No written report had been submitted.
5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

               District Cllr Herring had nothing to report.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations     

       BCOS - Cllr Oakley reported they had successfully raised £7,500 to remove the asbestos with support 
       from District Cllr Herring’s Enabling Community Budget, The Adnams Trust and local residents.  He 

       advised this had now been safely disposed of and a certificate had been received and the unstable walls  

       had also been taken down and any debris has been removed.   He advised UK Power Network were 

       contacted and they have removed the unsafe poles.  Cllr Oakley reported The Community Wildlife had 
       carried out a survey and the outcome of this will be fed into a draft management    plan to which he gave 
       details.  He advised a tree survey would be carried out and the bracken had been cut twice this year and 
       work parties would also be carried out.
       Cllr Oakley confirmed a litter pick would be held during September or October (date to be confirmed).    

       He reported there would be a Trustee’s meeting in September and the next public meeting would be held 
       on 20th November 2021.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Oakley for the report.  The Chairman asked was 

       there any update on the land at Stone Common.  Cllr Oakley confirmed the transfer of this land had now 

       been signed and this land would be transferred to BCOS, once complete.  The Chairman stated this 

       matter would need to be addressed at the next Allotment Committee meeting. 

       Tree Warden – Cllr Oakley reported on behalf of Joy Shaw, as follows:-

· Under the Queen's Platinum Jubilee Scheme, Tree Wardens and land owners are offered fully funded hedging and trees, complete with stakes and guards.   As the application requires details of the area to be planted I am in the process of contacting landowners for their permission, and requesting their input for areas suitable for planting, before submitting an application.

· Input will be welcomed from BCOS, members of the Parish Council, and parishioners as to suitable locations for tree and hedge planting to be carried out, looking too, for volunteers to take part in this work.

· Ray Herring has also kindly offered a meadow containing some trees which are 2ft - 4ft tall, for the trees to be dug up and replanted, before the meadow is cut in the Autumn.   These are mostly oaks and some beech.  I am working on this.  The only trees which are banned from moving to a new site are Ash, to prevent the spread of disease.
· I see the role of tree warden as a marathon rather than a sprint and will be looking at maintenance of trees and hedges over the Winter months.

· A reply was received from Tim de Keyzer, Head of Historic and Natural Environment at Suffolk County Council, in respect of the ditching works adjacent to Mill Common, that involved the removal of a significant amount of hedge and tree branches during the month of June.   It seems from the EADT flooding article in February, that Highways contacted landowners in Blaxhall with regard to clearing ditches to prevent road flooding, then presumably, as this particular ditch had not been cleared the Highways enforcement team issued an enforcement notice to the landowner on 17 May to carry out the work within 28 days.    Tim confirmed it is the landowner's responsibility to comply with any obligations, duties or responsibilities to obtain and comply with licences, consents, approvals or permissions which may be required in law for conservation or protection of the environment and to comply with requirements or restrictions imposed relating to protected species, mammals, invasive plants and the like.   In respect of the work carried out to the hedgerow, if the concern is that this could have been subject to Hedgerow Regulations then the relevant authority to consult on this is East Suffolk Council.  Our feedback regarding requesting the future scheduling of such work outside of the bird nesting season was fed back to the County Council which has recently established a Policy Development Panel to look at how it can do more to help protect and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of all its services and management of assets when they discuss Highways related matters.

· I will leave it to the Parish Council, as it was raised at an earlier meeting, to decide if they wish to request a copy of the enforcement notice, to see if it included the cutting of the hedge and tree branches, whether they consider this should be pursued further with East Suffolk Council, under Hedgerow Regulations

· Moving forward, would the Parish Council like see this replanted with hedging, perhaps on the roadside, so that the ditch can be easily cleared in future from the field side?  Would the Parish Council be willing to raise this with the landowner?

       I will be pleased to attend a future BCOS meeting to discuss hedge and tree planting and maintenance.

       The Chairman offered thanks to the Tree Warden for sending this report and suggested going forward it 
       would be useful if the Tree Warden could submit her report prior to Parish Council meetings in order so 

       the Parish Council could include any necessary items within the agenda.
       It was agreed the hedge cutting at the crossroads had been carried out at the wrong time of the year and 
       as a result of the Tree Warden’s report she had asked if the Parish Council wished to take this complaint 
       further.  It was agreed there was no need to take any further action.

       PCC – Cllr Baker reported an outside service was carried out to commemorate the new porch doors and 
       some further services were now being carried out.

       Blaxhall Ship Inn – Cllr Anderson reported the pub were working on a programme of events to be held 
       over the Winter months to which he provided details.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th July 2021
A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were proposed for Approval by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
8.            To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 7th July 2021
       Letter to Farmers – The Chairman confirmed 2 responses had been received and it appeared that most 
       tractors were now going slower as a result of these letters being sent.  Some concerns however were 

       still raised regarding speeding tractors over recent months.  The Parish Clerk gave details regarding the 

       proposed 20 mph speed signs and confirmed she had obtained a quotation from EPS Transfers and it was 
       agreed £500 should be applied to from District Cllr Herring’s Enabling Community Budget towards 

       these costs.  It was agreed the Chairman would look into the material to be used for these signs.  Cllr 
       Oakley suggested the Parish Council should respond to the 2 farmers that had responded to the letter sent 

       in advance of these signs being erected. 
       Action – Chairman to compile a letter to the farmers who had responded.  Cllr Herring suggested 
       these signs would not need to be sited all year round but would be beneficial especially around times 
       such as during maize harvest.
8.            Parish Clerk's Report
The Parish Clerk reported she had looked into applying for some grant funding towards the play area refurbishment and confirmed grants were now available from the Big Lottery Awards for All and the Reaching for Communities Fund.  She confirmed Sports England were still only giving grants to COVID related projects and had advised they could not see funding being available before early 2022.  She confirmed she had signed up to their Newsletter which would provide details on any new funds that become available.  The Parish Clerk confirmed she would also look into applying to the Active Partnerships for some funding along with applying to District Cllr Herring and County Cllr Reid.  Andrew
9.
      Parish Council Business
       Nothing to report.
10.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       Cllr Cutting reported County Cllr Reid was no longer the Highways Cabinet Member for SCC. He raised 

       concerned regarding road signs and advised some of this were now obscured by overgrown hedges, and 
       were faded.  The Parish Clerk advised she could report these via SCC’s reporting tool.  The Chairman 
       suggested a village work party may be necessary if SCC did not carry out their responsibility.  It was 

       agreed Cllr Cutting would write to County Cllr Paul West (SCC Cabinet Member for Highways) in 

       respect of the damaged/faded road signs and overgrown hedgerows to ask if this work would be carried 

       out by SCC.   

    11.          Planning Matters
      11.1 – Applications to be considered at this meeting

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3518/FUL
      Proposal: Erection of new stable and storage block and creation of a fenced menage
      Address: Stable Buildings, Land and Buildings at Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall

      The Chairman provided details regarding this application and Cllr Herring reported on Permitted 
      Development Rights and its criteria.  The Chairman raised concerns that he was aware from March 2023 
      under Class Q – Other Agricultural Buildings this kind of development would not be permitted.  It was 

      agreed the applicants had recently demolished the exact same facilities to erect a dwelling and therefore 

      it was felt this application took advantage of the planning system and for these reasons the Parish Council 

      RESOLVED to Object to this application.
      11.2 To consider any applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the Chairman)
      None received
      11.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3899/FUL
      Proposal: Erection of detached cart lodge garage and workshop. (Alternative design to that previously 
      approved under planning application DC/16/4696/FUL).
      Address: 7 School Road, Blaxhall      

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.   No decision has been made to date by ESC.
      Planning Ref: DC/21/1486/FUL
      Proposal: Change of Use of Land and Conversion of Agricultural Building to one dwelling (following 
      prior approval reference DC/20/4270/PN3). 
      Address: Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall

      It was RESOVLED the Parish Council would Object to this application, as follows:-

      “The Parish Council would like to reiterate the fact they Objected to the application for change of use 
      and felt the design proposed was not suitable and any development should be synthetic to the rural 
      environment and should be in keeping with the traditional adjacent buildings.  Access road vehicular 
      frequency should be kept to a minimum”.  This application went before ESC’s Planning Committee and 
      was Granted with 8 Conditions.

12.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 30/7/21: A/C 10796573 - £9,085.52, A/C 90184039 - £5,517.61


      Income Received since last meeting
          

      Bank Interest £0.23


      12.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Printer contribution) - £15.00




      12.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) - £80.09

      D. E. Keeble (Manure – Allotments) - £60.00
      Approval for the above payments was proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in 

      Favour.      

      12.3 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal (to be added to items to pay at this meeting, once approved)    

      The Parish Clerk provided details regarding the quotations received.  She confirmed to date the Parish 
      Council’s current insurer Community Action Suffolk (CAS) were unable to provide a quotation.  It was 
      agreed subject to a quote not being received from CAS this decision would be delegated to the Parish 

      Clerk and the Chairman and the quote from BHIB Ltd at the cost of £356.03 would be accepted.
13.
      Correspondence

                    Nothing to report.
14.        Chairman's Notices
      Parish Council - Nothing to report. 
      Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported the Summer fete had proved to be very successful 

      with a profit of £3600 being raised to which £1800 went to both the PCC and VH/PF.  He confirmed this 

      event had a lovely community feel to it and thanked all who had contributed

      15.        Any other matters arising
      The Chairman reported he felt the Stone Common noticeboard required replacing.  Cllr Oakley asked 

      was there an electronic noticeboard.  Cllr Cutting provided details regarding a possible new website and 

      advised the Facebook page was also available.  The Chairman requested Cllr Cutting to report on the new 

      website at the next Parish Council meeting.
16.         Questions/comments/items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 3rd November 2021
      Stone Common Noticeboard, Proposals for a new Parish Council website.

17.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked Council Members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:00pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
                              Dated:   .....................................................
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