
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD JULY 2024 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Maria Cooke




Cllr Karen Baker

In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk & County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There were 2 members of the public present.


In the absence of  the Chairman it was Unanimously Agreed that Cllr Cutting would chair this meeting.

1. Open Public Forum

A member of the public present advised he had attended the meeting to stand for Co-option.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Maltby, Cllr Bowles, Cllr Atkinson and Cllr Herring. 
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Parish Council Co-option
Shane Pictor advised that he had previously resigned from the Parish Council but further to discussions with the Chairman he had decided to withdraw his resignation but due to the Parish Clerk informing ESC of his resignation he would now need to be co-opted.


Cllr Cooke Proposed that Shane Pictor should be co-opted onto the Parish Council, Seconded by Cllr 
Baker.  All in Favour.  Cllr Pictor was duly co-opted and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.
It was noted as per the Chairman’s comments at the AGM that he wished to remain in the role of Chairman for one further year only and that he hoped Cllr Cutting would be willing to take on the role of Chairman in May 2025.  
5.
Election of Vice Chairman 
Cllr Cutting Proposed that Cllr Pictor should remain in the role of Vice Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  Cllr Pictor was duly Elected as Vice Chairman.  The Parish Clerk gave details regarding the role of Vice Chairman.
6.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 
County Cllr Reid had sent a written report prior to the meeting and this had been circulated to all councillors.  He highlighted on matters within his report relating to Enforcement in conjunction with Trading Standards and also on matters relating to Suffolk Fire & Rescue Services and Fire Safety Inspections. Cllr Cutting thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.  Cllr Pictor asked about previous reports where County Cllr Reid had reported on reduction in services as a result of funding from Central Government and asked if as a result of the forthcoming General Election a new government are in place would this change.  County Cllr Reid provided clarification in respect of this matter and advised these funding decreases are often not known until around budget setting time to which he gave details.  County Cllr Reid gave his views on a Labour Government approach and advised SCC will be pushing for longer term funding agreements.
Cllr Oakley asked if there were any major updates in respect of the Energy Projects as he assumed that he would be updating the Parish Council on these matters.  County Cllr Reid advised he had written a report on this matter specifically.  Action – Parish Clerk to forward County Cllr Reid’s report. 
7.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson

      Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  No written report had been received.  Cllr
      Oakley suggested that if District Cllr Wilson is unable to attend meetings the Parish Clerk should ask for 
      a report to be emailed.  Cllr Oakley acknowledged District Cllr Wilsons help with the roads and 
      flooding issues.
8.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
               Tree Warden – Joy Shaw reported there had been a double drought on her 1st year serving as Tree   

               Warden and it appears now it hasn’t stopped raining since.  She reported she would raise the suggested 


Verge Management Scheme later in the year so that a Management Plan could be produced.  It was 
               agreed this matter should be an agenda item at the November Parish Council meeting.  She suggested a 
               further cut of the playing field would need to be carried out during August or September and was pleased 
               to report that it appeared there had been no further flooding on Station Road.  She advised there was a 
               lovely show of poppies along the banks and the farmers were appearing to be respecting the wild 
               flowers. 

Concerns were raised regarding irrigators that were spraying onto the road and footpath which is
proving unfortunate for walkers.  Finally, Joy reported on the successful work parties that had been held.  
Cllr Cutting reported New Shoots had suggested some new hedges could be planted between Blaxhall Ship and Tunstall.  Action – Joy Shaw to email New Shoots as hedging will be available and work parties can be held to plant them.
      BCOS – Cllr Oakley reported the bi-monthly Trustee’s meetings continue to be held.  He advised that a 

      work party would be held on Sunday 25th August at Stone Common and reported that Bruce Kerr had 
      agreed to cut Stone Common.

      Parochial Church Council – Cllr Baker reported there had been a very successful Festival to which she 
      gave details.  Cllr Pictor reported funding from the National Lottery should be able to be applied for now

      as a result of donations received for repairs required at the Church.

      Village Hall/Playing Field – Joy Shaw reported the new swings were now in place and a work party has 
      been held to remove old equipment and it is hoped that a meeting of the Committee would be held on 
      site to discuss what other pieces of play equipment should be fundraised for.
9.
To approve the draft minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 1st May 2024
               A copy of the draft minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 1st May 2024 had been circulated to 

all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were  proposed for Approval by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker 4 in Favour. 1 Abstention.  It was agreed the minutes could be signed by Cllr Cutting as a true record of this meeting. 

10.
To consider any matters arising from the Annual Meeting held on 1st May 2024

Cllr Oakley reported he had not heard back from the Energy Engagement Joint Group since receiving 

their draft Constitution.

11.           Parish Clerk's Report

The Parish Clerk reported she had requested to attend a Sizewell C Community Fund event on Tuesday 

               16th July from 6-8pm.  It was agreed this matter should be an agenda item at the September Parish 


Council meeting.  She advised the Parish Council could order a free framed portrait of the King.  It was 

               agreed this portrait should be ordered and the VH/PF Committee would decide where the portrait should 

               be sited.  Finally, the Parish Clerk confirmed that she had applied to ESC for some more Spring bulbs.
12.
       Parish Council Business

  12.1 – Emergency Plan update
  Cllr Cooke provided an update on the progress on the Emergency Plan since the last meeting and 
  advised a draft plan had been produced and confirmed that ESC had advised the information required 

  within the plan mainly was a list of emergency contact numbers.  She advised that a map with flood risk 

  areas could be included along with a Risk Assessment of likable and foreseeable risks.  She advised it 

  had been suggested the Parish Council could consider linking with other local parishes to help each 
  other out in the case of an emergency.  

 Cllr Cooke advised roles for a Community Emergency Co-ordinator Group needed to be formed to 
 which she gave details.  It was suggested the Village Hall should be put forward as the Rest Centre.  The 

 Parish Clerk advised to the best of her knowledge the Village Hall would need to be assessed to see if it 

 fits the criteria of an approved Rest Centre.  Action - Parish Clerk to find out who assesses the Village 

 Hall.  It was also suggested this matter could be considered by the VH/PF Committee at their next 

 meeting.  Cllr Cutting suspended Standing Orders to allow Joy Shaw to comment.  Joy Shaw suggested 

 the Church or Blaxhall Ship could be put forward as the village Rest Centre and advised there were 

 lots of qualified people within village who could assist in the case of an emergency.  Cllr Cutting thanked 

 Joy for her comments and reconvened the meeting.
  13.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       13.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update 
       Cllr Cutting suspended Standing Orders to allow Joy Shaw to comment.  Joy advised as you come of
       the Village Hall land the footpath was now unwalkable as potatoes have been planted and the footway 

       has been ignored.  Action – Cllr Cutting to contact Will at New Shoots in respect of this matter.   
       Cllr Oakley raised concerns that rain water runs down the field opposite Mill Common resulting often in 

       the drain getting blocked and then flooding.  Action – Cllr Cutting to raise this matter with New   

       Shoots.  Cllr Cutting advised he was aware that New Shoots were not planning to use this field 
       going forward.  Cllr Pictor advised at the meeting held with New Shoots it was mentioned that ploughing 
       and seeding could be sown in the opposite direction to reduce run off water.  Cllr Cutting advised when 
       liaising with SC Highways they had confirmed that a Small Works Permit could be applied for as Will 
       from New Shoots has asked if he could have some assistance in clearing the water grips.  Action –     

       Parish Clerk to make enquires to Josh White about a Small Works Permit and How to Apply and 
       make enquires if this permit would allow the Parish Council to instruct a contractor to carry out 
       this work too.
14.
       Planning Matters  
       14.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting) 

       None received


       14.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at discretion of the 
       Chairman)

       None received
       14.3 - Update on Existing Applications

       Planning Ref: DC/24/1211/FUL
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall
       Proposal: Refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide accommodation for holiday lets
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC. 

       Planning Ref: DC/24/1212/LBC
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Listed Building Consent - To refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide 
       accommodation for a holiday let
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

       Planning Ref: DC/24/1759/FUL
       Address: Stone Barns, Station Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Internal alterations to single storey wing and amended window/door designs
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

       Planning Ref: DC/24/0741/FUL

       Address: Thatched Cottages, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Removal of thatch, replacement with clay pantiles, new bargeboards, fascia's and caps
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

15.
       Finance
       Bank Balances as at 31/5/2024: A/C 10796573 - £6,213.34, A/C 90184039 - £7,695.95


       Income Received since last meeting


       None





       15.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


       Jo Peters – June’24 Salary - £273.05




       15.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

       Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) - £28.18          


       Shane Pictor – Newsletter - £64.00
       Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Cooke, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.
       15.3 – To carry out a review of the updated NALC Financial Regulations
       A copy of the updated NALC Financial Regulations had been circulated to all councillors prior to the 
       meeting.  Cllr Oakley suggested the Chairman and the Vice Chairman should be provided with the login 

       details and password for the Scribe Accounts software and the Parish Councils Gmail account.  It was 
       suggested that item 5.8 should read excluding the contract held with Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  Approval 
       with this amendment was Proposed by Cllr Pictor, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.

16.
      Correspondence
      Nothing to report. 
17.        Chairman's Notices
             In the absence of the Chairman, it was agreed these would be covered at the next meeting.
18.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 4th September 2024
      Sizewell C Community Fund, Parish Council Insurance Renewal.  Cllr Oakley gave apologies for the 

      September meeting.
19.
      Public Forum
      There were no members of the public present.

There being no further discussion Cllr Cutting thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:45pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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