MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH MARCH 2025 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)






Cllr Jonathan Cutting


Cllr Graham Atkinson



Cllr Maria Cooke


Cllr Shane Pictor



Cllr Mark Oakley


Cllr Karen Baker


In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present.


1. Open Public Forum

There were no comments from the member of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Herring and Cllr Maltby.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 
      County Cllr Reid was not present.  No written report had been received.
 5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson
       District Cllr Wilson was not present.  A written report had been received and this had been circulated to
       all councillors prior to the meeting.  

6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden8
       Tree Warden – Joy Shaw had sent her apologies.  The Clerk reported in her absence that the planting

       had been completed and the Tree Warden would be looking for new hedge planting sites for next 

       season.

       Blaxhall PCC – Cllr Baker reported the scaffolding is up on the church tower and services were now 
       being held in the Village Hall and these seemed to be going well.
       BCOS – Rosie Thornton reported the work parties had now finished due to the bird nesting season and 

       she provided details on recent work parties and activities carried out and advised the owl boxes had been 
       repaired and a further one is due to be installed at Stone Common.  Rosie confirmed their AGM would

       be held on 12th April 2025 and there would also be a speaker.  Finally, she confirmed that a litter pick 
       was to be held soon.
7.
To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 8th January 2025
               A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th January 2025 had been 

circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were  Proposed for Approval by Cllr Cutting, 

Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes could be signed by the Chairman as 
               a true record of this meeting. 
8.
To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 8th January 2025
       8.1 – Management of Village Defibrillator update 
       It was agreed the defibrillator and cabinet needed replacing.  Action – Parish Clerk to look if any 

       funding for defibrillators and unlocked cabinets was available.  Chairman to contact Blaxhall Ship 
       to ask permission to continue to site the defibrillator at the pub.
       8.2 – Assets of Community Value – Stone & Mill Common Allotments update
       The Parish Clerk confirmed that both Stone & Mill Common Allotments were registered as Assets of 

       Community Value with East Suffolk Council.
       8.3 – SCC Community Self-Help Scheme update 
       The Parish Clerk provided details of the form sent by SCC to be completed.  The schedule of works 

       form was completed.  Action – Parish Clerk to return completed form to SCC.

9.            Parish Clerk's Report

       The Parish Clerk reported she had received an email from the WDMCC Club Secretary raising concerns 

               regarding persistent dog fouling on their land.  It was agreed an article would be put into the next edition 

               of the newsletter asking dog owner to be responsible and clean up after their dogs.
               The Parish Clerk advised she had received a letter from the new MP giving details of her regular 

               advice surgeries being held.

               Finally, the Parish Clerk reported there had been a change of date for the April Motorcross Meeting at 

               Blaxhall and this would now be held on Monday 21st April 2025.
10.
       Parish Council Business
       10.1 – To consider draft Emergency Plan 
       Cllr Cooke had circulated a copy of the draft plan and she provided details regarding its content.  She 

       confirmed that a couple of volunteers had come forward to date.  The Parish Clerk congratulated Cllr 
       Cooke on the draft plan.  It was agreed the Parish Council needed to continue contacting potential 
       volunteers who could be willing to assist in case of an emergency.
       It was agreed this item would be an agenda item at the next meeting, with a final draft expected at the 
       July Parish Council meeting.  Cllr Pictor suggested details of emergency information should be put on 
       the noticeboards in case electronic communication was down.  Cllr Oakley stated that backup for 
       electricity should be included within the plan and it could suggest that households have battery packs 
       available to enable mobile phone charging.

  11.
  Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update
       Cllr Cutting reported on a meeting held between himself, the Chairman and Newshoots regarding 
       matters previously discussed and confirmed that Newshoots had provided an update on works that could 
       be carried out to prevent future flooding issues and confirmed that Newshoots did want to work with the  

       Parish Council.  Cllr Cutting reported the entrance by Fourways cannot be blocked up to which he gave 

       details and advised Newshoots cannot use the Lime Tree entrance due to loss of cultivated land.  He 

       advised that Newshoots had expressed an interest in wildflower incentives as part of Sustainable 
       Farming initiatives and will be planting a piece of land with wildflowers.  He reported that all new field 
       entrances should be applied for via County Council and if problem entrances continue to be used, the 
       Parish Council could suggest that some hardcore could be sited at the field entrance to prevent water 
       and silt running onto the road.

       It was agreed the Parish Council had limited authority to insist that local landowners carry out specific 
       actions, so the best solution would be to work together. Cllr Oakley suggested asking SCC to come and 
       clear any blocked drains.  Action – Parish Clerk to make a request to Josh White, SCC asking for 
       the gulpher machine to come and clean the drain at Fourways.  The Chairman emphasized the Parish   

       Council are keen to continue maintaining a good working relationship with Newshoots going forward.
       The Chairman reported he had attended a meeting with Chris Nottingham from Grove Farm at Langham 
       Road, where flooding is occurring more frequently on the corner.  He confirmed that 2 pipes go 
       underneath the road and Chris had agreed to clear out these and confirmed that Newshoots rents the field 
       on the corner by his property and they are also in contact with them regarding this issue, as water from 
       this field also flows onto the road.

12.
       Planning Matters  
       12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting) 

       None received


       12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
       Chairman)
       None received

       12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

       Planning Ref: DC/24/3661/FUL

       Proposal: Change of use from youth hostel (Sui Generis) to education use (Class F1) and provision of 
       refuse and cycle stores within grounds

       Address: Old School House, School Road, Blaxhall 

       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Approved by ESC 
       with 7 Conditions.


     13.
       Finance

       Bank Balances as at 31/1/2025: A/C 10796573 - £6,283.30, A/C 90184039 - £18,638.93


       Income Received since last meeting


       Allotment Rents - £30.00

       Rural Payments Agency (Big Common) - £16,644.24


       13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


       Jo Peters – February’25 Salary - £273.05




       HMRC (PAYE – Parish Clerk) - £210.20


       13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

       Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) - £56.28

       Information Commissioner Office (ICO) – Annual Subscription - £52.00

       Suffolk Wildlife Trust (Big Common) - £19,973.09

       Blaxhall Village Hall & Playing Field – Hall Hire - £103.95

       Shane Pictor (Newsletter Printing) - £79.00

       Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in Favour.

       The Parish Clerk reported the ICO annual subscription had increased from £45.00 to £52.00 and advised 

       if paid by Direct Debit there was a £5 reduction.  It was Unanimously Agreed this payment should be 

       paid by Direct Debit.  She also advised the annual website fee from CAS had increased from £50.00 to 

       £66.00.

       There was a brief discussion regarding the Suffolk Wildlife Trust (SWT) payment and it was felt it 

       would be good if a member of SWT could attend the Annual Parish Meeting to provide details of works 

       carried out. The Chairman provided details of works carried out by SWT and Cllr Pictor suggested the 

       Parish Council could ask SWT to provide quarterly reports.  It was agreed the Common Management 
       Plan could be discussed at a future meeting.  Finally, the Parish Clerk provided details on online 
       banking arrangements and confirmed the mandate update was nearly complete.
       13.3 – To consider and approve donations (to be added to the list of items to pay approved at this 
       meeting)

       It was agreed donations would be given as follows:-

        Suffolk Accident & Rescue Service - £30.00

               Citizens Advice Bureau - £30.00 

               St Elizabeth Hospice - £30.00

               Disability Advice Service - £30.00

               EACH - £30.00  


        Approval was Proposed by Cllr Pictor, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour. 

    
        13.4 – To carry out a review of the Internal Financial Control System

       A copy of the Annual Review had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

       Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Atkinson.  All in 
       Favour.

       13.5 – To carry out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit

       A copy of the Annual Review had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

       Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Atkinson.  All in 
       Favour.

       13.6 – To carry out a review of Parish Council Asset Register
       A copy of the Asset Register had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Pictor 
       raised concerns that the Playing Field may not be insured adequately and if there ever was a fire would 

       the insurance cover any damage.  Action – Parish Clerk to contact Community Action Suffolk, 
       insurance provider to make enquires.

       The Annual Review of the Asset Register was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Cutting, 
       Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.      

       13.7 – To carry out a review of Parish Council’s Risk Assessment

       A copy of the Risk Assessment had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 
       Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in       

       Favour.

       13.8 – To carry out a review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders 

       A copy of the Standing Orders had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 
       Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in 
       Favour.

14.
        Correspondence

        Nothing to report.
15.           Chairman's Notices
        Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported quotations were being sought for the painting of 
        both inside and outside of the hall. 
16.          Matters of report and items for the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual General Meeting to be 
               held on Wednesday 7th May 2025
        Draft Emergency Plan, To approve the 2024/25 end of year accounts and Internal Audit.  It was agreed 

        this meeting would commence at the earlier time of 7:00pm.
17.
        Public Forum
        There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:15pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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