
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)






Cllr Jonathan Cutting


Cllr Graham Atkinson



Cllr Maria Cooke


Cllr Tom Maltby



Cllr Shane Pictor


Cllr Karen Baker
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present.


1. Open Public Forum

There were no comments from the member of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Oakley.  Cllr Herring was absent.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 
Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been received and was circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.
5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson

       Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  No written report had been received.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
               Tree Warden – Joy Shaw reported on new trees and hedging to be planted between Blaxhall Ship and 
               Lime Tree Farm in collaboration with New Shoots to which she gave details and advised that a couple 

of Work Parties would be held over Xmas & New Year.  Joy asked the Parish Clerk to chase East Suffolk Services to carry out the final cut of the playing field and to include cutting around the trees.  
       BCOS – Cllr Baker reported a successful Bonfire event had been held at Stone Common.
      Blaxhall PCC – Joy Shaw reported there were now sheep grazing in the Churchyard.  She advised a Bat 

Survey had been carried out and 3 types of bats had been found to which she gave details.  The Chairman thanked Joy Shaw for her reports.
7.
To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th September 2024
               A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th September 2024 had been 

circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were  Proposed for Approval by Cllr Cutting, 

Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  5 in Favour. 2 Abstentions.  It was agreed the minutes could be signed by the 


Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 

8.
To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 11th September 2024

There were none.
9.           Parish Clerk's Report

      Nothing to report.

10.
      Parish Council Business

      10.1 – Sizewell C Community Fund – To consider ideas

      It was agreed the Parish Clerk would re-circulate the details regarding this funding and have this matter 
      as an agenda item at the January meeting.  Action – Parish Clerk to re-circulate funding details.   

  11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update

       The Chairman reported he had spoken to County Cllr Reid regarding the badger set on Snape Rd and 
       confirmed he had asked how long the road would need to be closed for and had suggested some 
       temporary measures that could possibly be put in place to which County Cllr Reid is going to pass on to 
       the relevant Highways team.
       The Chairman advised he had reported the footpath across the lawn by the Village Hall which was 

       overgrown and the sign which had fallen down and this had now been cut back and the sign replaced.
       Cllr Baker reported the white lines at the crossroads in centre of the village had been repainted.
       11.2 – Suffolk County Council Small Works Permit – To consider correspondence received 
       The Parish Clerk had circulated information sent by Josh White, SC Highways prior to the meeting.  It 
       was noted that for the Council to require a Small Works Permit a Council member would need to attend 
       a 1-day training session.  Cllr Atkinson volunteered to attend the 1-day training session.  Cllr Cutting felt 
       there is a need in the village for the grips to be kept clear so it may be more beneficial if the Parish 

       Council formally contracts Derek Keeble to carry out this work.  A list of the works and areas which 
       require regular clearing was compiled so the Chairman could liaise with Derek Keeble.  Action – 
       Chairman to liaise with Derek Keeble.
       Cllr Pictor advised at the meeting held with Suffolk County Highways and New Shoots it was agreed 
       just prior to Winter that New Shoots would carry out a Winter check of their entrances.  Action –

       Cllr Cutting to contact New Shoots to follow up on this at the end of November.
       11.3 – Verge Management Scheme – To consider options available 
       The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Joy Shaw to comment. Joy provided information regarding 
       the Plant Life Good Verge Guide website and suggested the Low Land Grass Verge Scheme would be 
       most suitable for Blaxhall and felt it would be good for the Parish Council to adopt.  It was agreed the 
       Parish Clerk would obtain a link to this guide from Joy Shaw and circulate in order to have this matter as 
       a future agenda item.  The Chairman thanked Joy Shaw for her comments and reconvened the meeting.
12.
       Planning Matters  
       12.1 – New Applications to be considered at this meeting      
       None received


       12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
       Chairman)
       Planning Ref: DC/24/3661/FUL

       Proposal: Change of use from youth hostel (Sui Generis) to education use (Class F1) and provision 

       of refuse and cycle stores within grounds

       Address: Old School House, School Road, Blaxhall 

       The Chairman declared an interest in this application as he lives in a neighbouring property.
       The Chairman provided details regarding this  application and confirmed it was for change of use from a 

       Youth Hostel to a school for children with special needs.  He asked Council members for their views and 

       if they would like an Extraordinary Meeting to consider this application.  Further to discussion it was 

       Agreed as there were No Objections from Council members the council would engage with members of 
       the public to make them aware of this application and any further comments would be submitted to the 

       Parish Clerk by 26th November 2024.
       12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

       Planning Ref: DC/24/3137/VOC
       Address: Kite's Barn, Station Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Variation of Condition 2 of DC/21/1486/FUL - Change of Use of Land and Conversion of 
       Agricultural Building to one dwelling (following prior approval reference DC/20/4270/PN3). - The plans 
       were approved in 2021, and the owners would therefore like to make revisions to the floor layout, 
       elevations, fenestration and materials, prior to construction. - To replace approved drawings A02-05A 
       and A02-04 with drawing PW1425_PL01.

       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.   No decision has been made.

       Planning Ref: DC/24/3057/FUL
       Address: Vine Cottage, School Road, Blaxhall
       Proposal: Extension to existing dwelling and alterations to outbuildings
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made. 
       Planning Ref: DC/24/1211/FUL
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall
       Proposal: Refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide accommodation for holiday lets
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made.

       Planning Ref: DC/24/1212/LBC
       Address: Grove Farm, Grove Farm Road, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Listed Building Consent - To refurbish existing art studio and convert to provide 
       accommodation for a holiday let.
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made.


     13.
       Finance

       Bank Balances as at 30/9/2024: A/C 10796573 - £6,259.89, A/C 90184039 - £5,055.76


       Income Received since last meeting


       Bank Interest - £23.32


       13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


       Jo Peters – October’24 Salary - £273.05




       13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

       Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses inc. VH/PF Meeting) - £118.38

       Community Action Suffolk – Annual Website Fee - £60.00

       Open Spaces Membership Renewal - £45.00

       Chris Knott Insurance (Allotments Insurance) - £111.00

       Playsafety Ltd – Annual Play Inspection - £93.60

       Shane Pictor – Newsletter printing - £79.00

       Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Cooke.  All in Favour.
       13.3 - To Approve increase in Clerk’s Salary Scale (Spinal Column Points) & Backdated pay
       The Parish Clerk provided details regarding the increase in the NALC Salary Scales and confirmed the 

       backdated pay due from April to November was £85.04.  Approval for this payment was Proposed by 
       Cllr Cooke, Seconded by Cllr Maltby.  All in Favour.
       The Parish Clerk advised she had looked into the Parish Council having online banking and confirmed 

       this would need to be Approved by the Council at a future meeting.  She provided details of how 

       payments would be authorised and it was Agreed this matter should be an agenda item at the January 

       2025 meeting.  All in Favour.

14.
        Correspondence
        Nothing to report.   
15.           Chairman's Notices
        Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman confirmed the Xmas Party would be held on 14th December 
        2024.  He reported the Committee had recently purchased a table tennis table which was used at the 
        recent games afternoon and has proved to be a great asset.  The Chairman advised that better storage 
        was required and this would be considered at the next VH/PF Committee meeting on 13th November. 
16.          Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 8th January 2025
        Consider & Approve the 2025/26 Budget. Sizewell C Community Fund ideas, To Approve Online 
        Banking.  Emergency Plan – To approve draft plan at the January meeting and Cllr Maltby suggested an 
        Open Public Meeting could be held to discuss the plan and gain volunteers and find out who were most 
        vulnerable.  Cllr Pictor offered to assist with providing a map with every property in the village to 
        prioritize vulnerable residents. 

17.
        Public Forum
        There were no members of the public present at this point of the meeting.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:50pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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