
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH MARCH 2024 AT  7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker

Cllr Graham Atkinson




Cllr Mark Oakley

Cllr Shane Pictor




Cllr Jonathan Cutting

Cllr Ray Herring 



Cllr Maria Cooke


In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public present.
The Chairman advised this meeting would be recorded by a company making a documentary about rural life in East Suffolk.

1. Open Public Forum
               There were no comments from the members of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

There were none.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
               County Cllr Reid was not present.  No written report had been submitted.
5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson 
Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  A written report had been submitted and this had been circulated to all councillors.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
Tree Warden – No report received.
       BCOS – Cllr Baker reported that a work party had carried out work to Molly Pictor’s allotment on Stone 
       Common to open it up to which she gave details.  She confirmed their AGM would be held on 13th April 
       2024 at 2:30pm and they hoped to have a speaker and all were welcome.  It was hoped this meeting 

       could be advertised within the Ebb & Flow.  Cllr Baker reported they hoped that a Wildlife Survey could 

       be carried out.  She confirmed that hedge cutting had been carried out and the bracken had been cleared 

       at Jasper Pightle.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Baker for her report.  
       Blaxhall Church – Cllr Baker reported hopefully the new vicar would be arriving soon.  Cllr Pictor   

       advised the grant to the Lottery fund for repairs had been approved.
       Blaxhall Ship Inn – The Chairman advised the pub is looking to be put forward as a community run 
       pub to which he provided details.  He advised a questionnaire had been circulated throughout the village 

       in respect of this matter.

       Blaxhall Youth Hostel - The Chairman confirmed the Youth Hostel was up for sale but the sale had 
       possibly fallen through.  Cllr Cutting asked were the village missing out on a local opportunity to ensure 

       it could remain as a Youth Hostel.  The Chairman advised he had been trying to contact the Youth 
       Hostel.  Cllr Cutting asked if ESC could possibly get involved to try and save this tourist facility.  The 
       Chairman confirmed he would continue to try and contact the Youth Hostel and would look into this 
       matter.  Cllr Cutting offered his services to the Chairman with any investigations.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th January 2024
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Atkinson, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour. 1 Abstention.  It 
               was agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 10th January 2024

               There were none.
9.           Parish Clerk's Report
      The Parish Clerk confirmed both the Blaxhall Ship Inn and Blaxhall Youth Hostel were not registered as 

      Assets of Community Value with ESC.  
      The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received an email from Blaxhall Motorcross Club and they have 

      installed a further dog bin at the entrance to Stone Common and it would be emptied by the club along 

      with the other bin they have sited.

10.         Parish Council Business

      10.1 – Parish Council Co-option 
      The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed Tom Maltby who had attended to stand for Co-option. 
      Tom Maltby gave a brief statement as to why he wished to stand for Co-option.  The Chairman thanked 

      Tom for his statement and asked him to leave the room (as part of statutory procedure).  The Parish 

      Council had a vote and it was Unanimously Resolved that Tom Maltby should be Co-opted onto the     

      council.  The Chairman welcomed Tom to the Council and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was 

      signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting.
      10.2 – Emergency Plan – Update – Next Steps  
      The Parish Clerk gave details regarding the contact at ESC in respect of Emergency Plans.  The Parish 
      Clerk gave details as to what is required for an Emergency Plan.  Cllr Herring stated a consultation and 
      A proper Emergency Plan should be put in place as he felt this was important to all Parishioners and 
      whatever is put in place must be adequate.  Cllr Pictor felt in the first instance a list could be put together 
      with the resources that could be made available.  It was agreed an Emergency Plan was necessary and 

      Cllr Cooke volunteered to look into this and compile a list of resources available.
      10.3 - To consider replacement of plaque for Ewart Evans       

      Cllr Pictor provided details regarding a conversation he had with Robert Ashton and it had come up that 
      Ewart Evans should be remembered in Blaxhall.  He confirmed that a crowdfunding campaign had 
      been set up for the plaque and it is hoped it could be sited sometime in April.  There were No Objections 
      to this being sited in Blaxhall and it was agreed the Chairman would liaise with Cllr Pictor as to where it 
      would be sited.

   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                etc. & to consider any actions required
      11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding – Update on meeting held with local landowner 
      Cllr Cutting provided details regarding the meeting held with Long Shoots and confirmed they had   

      discussed new field entrances, flooding and sand on the road.  He stated this had proved to be a very 
      amenable meeting and it had been agreed that further solutions could be looked into to prevent flooding 
      and it was suggested that a further meeting should be held to consider actions that could be undertaken.  
      Cllr Cutting provided details regarding the options discussed to improve the current situation in respect of 
      flooding including an annual programme of clearing of the ditches/gullies to which he gave details.  He 

      confirmed that Long Shoots were willing to work with the Tree Warden in respect of planting trees and 
      hedges.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Cutting for this update and confirmed this was a very positive 

      meeting.  Action – Cllr Cutting to schedule a follow up meeting.


    12.          Planning Matters
      Planning Ref: DC/23/4800/FUL
      Proposal: Retrospective Application - Proposed retention of Farm Workers Seasonal Accommodation 
      Compound (Inc. Hard standings, earth bund, storage containers, electric & sewage points and associated 
      outbuildings - All to accommodate seasonal accommodation pods.
      Address: Blaxhall Hall Farm, Hoo Lane, Blaxhall
      It was agreed the Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application.

      Planning Ref: DC/24/0440/FUL
      Proposal: Replacement porch
      Address: Shepherds Cottage, The Heath, Blaxhall

      It was agreed the Parish Council had No Objections to this application.
      12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at discretion of the 
      Chairman)

      Planning Ref: DC/24/0741/FUL
      Proposal: Removal of thatch, replacement with clay pantiles, new bargeboards, fascia's and caps
      Address: Thatched Cottages, Blaxhall

      It was agreed the Parish Council had No Objections to this application.

      Planning Ref: DC/24/0575/FUL

      Proposal: Erection of a wooden shed 

      Address: Blaxhall Motocross Circuit, Farnham Road, Blaxhall

      It was agreed the Parish Council had No Objections to this application.
      12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

      Nothing to report      
13.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 31/1/2024: A/C 10796573 - £9,181.35 A/C 90184039 - £15,195.50


      Income Received 



      RPA – Big Common - £14,659.32



      Bank Interest - £31.86



      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Peters – February Salary - £251.13




      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) - £65.96        

      HMRC (PAYE 4th quarter) - £196.80 

      Allied Westminster (Village Hall Insurance Renewal) - £1087.95
      SWT (Big Common) - £17,591.18


      Sudbourne Parish Council (Hall Hire) – Cllr Training Session - £11.33


      ICO (Annual Subscription) - £40.00
      Shane Pictor (Newsletter Printing) - £64.00      

      Blaxhall Village Hall (Hall Hire) - £104.05

      Approval for the above payments was proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in 

      Favour.
      13.3 – To consider and approve donations (to be added to the list of items to pay approved at this    

      meeting)

      The Parish Clerk had tabled list of the donations given last year.  It was RESOLVED the same donations 
      would be given and it was Approved these would be raised from £20.00 to £30.00 to each organisation.  
      All in Favour.     

      13.4 – To carry out a review of the Internal Financial Control System
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and was Unanimously Approved.
      13.5 – To carry out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and was Unanimously Approved.
      13.6 – To carry out a review of Parish Council Asset Register
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and subject to amendments to the insurance values for the Village Hall and the 

              Secure Storage Shed sited at the Village Hall this was Approved Unanimously.
      13.7 – To carry out a review of Parish Council’s Risk Assessment 
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and this was Unanimously Approved.
      13.8 – To carry out a review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and to agree to defer the 
      annual review of the Financial Regulations due to these being updated and published in May 2024  

              A copy of the Standing Orders had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.   The Parish 

              Clerk gave details regarding the changes and advised on the updated Financial Regulations.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and this was Unanimously Approved.
14.
     Correspondence
             Nothing to report.

15.        Chairman's Notices
     Parish Council – These had been covered elsewhere.
     Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported the Summer Ball would be held on Saturday 22nd 
     June 2024.  He advised that a work party had taken place to remove the items of play equipment that 
     needed to be condemned following the annual ROSPA inspection.  He confirmed the replacement 

     swings had now been ordered and he hoped these would be installed during May.  The Chairman reported 

     some funding towards these had been applied for from the  Sizewell C Community Fund.  Cllr Baker   

     asked if the damaged basketball hoop could be removed.

16.        Matters of report and items for the Annual Meeting to be held on Wednesday 1st May 2024
     Approval of 2023/24 End of Year Accounts
17.
     Public Forum
             There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members and members of the public for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:50pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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