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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH JULY 2021
AT 7:00PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Shane Pictor


Cllr Karen Baker





Cllr Ray Herring
        In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There were 2 members of the 
        public in attendance
1. Open Public Forum
       Local resident Joy Shaw explained she had come along to this meeting to discuss the role of Parish Tree 
       Warden.  She advised she had liaised with the Suffolk Tree Warden’s Co-ordinator and BCOS and 
       confirmed following the resignation of the previous Parish Tree Warden she would be willing to take on    

       this role.  The Chairman advised he had received an email stating the Parish Council were not permitted 
       to appoint a tree warden but confirmed he felt the Parish Council were able to appoint a suitable person 
       for this role.  Joy Shaw confirmed that BCOS supported her taking on this role.  Cllr Herring stated in 
       his view Joy Shaw would make a very good Parish Tree Warden.  The Chairman thanked Joy Shaw for 
       her comments.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Jennings and Cllr Cutting.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
       County Cllr Andrew Reid had submitted a written report.  This was taken as read.  Cllr Oakley advised 

       that BCOS had made enquires about the hedge that had recently been removed at the crossroads and 
       raised concerns if this hedge should have been removed at this time of year and asked also if planning 
       consent had been granted.  County Cllr Reid confirmed he would look into this matter.  The Chairman 
       closed the meeting to allow a member of the public to comment.  Joy Shaw confirmed she had too been 
       advised by the Suffolk Tree Warden Co-ordinator that this matter should be raised with the County 
       Council when she had emailed them regarding the timing of the hedge cutting carried out.  The 

       Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report and the member of the public for her comments and 

       reconvened the meeting.

5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

               Cllr Herring reported ESC were preparing for COVID restrictions to be lifted further.  He advised there 

               would be a very gradual return of staff to the Melton offices.  Finally, he reported on homelessness and 
               confirmed a number of grants had been obtained to assist with this issue.  The Chairman thanked 

               District Cllr Herring for his report.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations     

       Cllr Oakley reported on behalf of BCOS and confirmed they had now met their fundraising target to 
       remove the asbestos from Sheppard’s Cottage.  He advised they would be willing to work with Joy Shaw     

       as Parish Tree Warden going forward.  Cllr Oakley advised they were still waiting to hear about the 
       transfer of land at Stone Common to BCOS.  Finally, he confirmed that Suffolk Wildlife Trust had cut 
       the bracken and there was now space for wildflowers to grow.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Oakley for 
       his report.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held virtually on 5th May 2021 at 

               7:00pm via Zoom
A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were proposed for Approval by Cllr Pictor, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  4 in Favour, 1 Abstention.  It was agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
8.            Parish Clerk's Report
The Parish Clerk reported she had recently applied for some funding towards the play area from Suffolk Community Foundation and had been informed the application had not been successful at the recent round of grants provided but as they were supportive of this project it had been agreed this application would be re-entered for the next round of funding in September 2021.
9.
      Parish Council Business
       9.1 – Parish Council Co-option
       The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed Ken Anderson to the meeting.  Ken provided a brief 
       statement as to why he wished to join the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Ken for his statement 

       and as part of statutory procedure asked him to leave the room.  It was Unanimously Approved that 
       Ken Anderson should be co-opted.  Ken Anderson was duly co-opted.  The Declaration of Acceptance 
       of Office was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.  The Chairman welcomed Cllr Anderson to the Parish 
       Council and reconvened the meeting.
10.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       Parish Tree Warden

       The Chairman asked would the Parish Council be happy for Joy Shaw to take on the role as Parish Tree 
       Warden for Blaxhall.  Approval was proposed by Cllr Bowles, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  
       The Chairman thanked Joy Shaw for volunteering to take on this role.  The Chairman closed the 
       meeting to allow Joy Shaw to comment.  Joy thanked the Parish Council for appointing her and advised 
       she looked forward to working with them going forward.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting.  It 
       was suggested that Joy Shaw should feed information via BCOS and by email on any important 
       matters to the Parish Clerk.
       The Chairman confirmed the letter to farmers had now been sent out.
       The Chairman reported Cllr Herring in his role as District Councillor had offered some funding towards 
       some 20mph speed signage and felt these may assist with the issue of speeding tractors speeding through 

       the village centre.  It was Unanimously Agreed a 20mph speed limit would be the correct speed limit to 
       put on these signs which could be displayed during peak periods.  Cllr Herring suggested the Parish 
       Clerk should submit an ECB funding application for £500.00 to ESC towards this project.  Action – 

       Parish Clerk to submit an ECB funding application and obtain a quotation for A3 landscape signs.  
       Cllr Anderson also offered to provide some smaller laminated signs to drivers. 

    11.          Planning Matters
      11.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
      None received
      11.2 To consider any applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the Chairman)
      None received
      11.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/21/1486/FUL
      Proposal: Change of Use of Land and Conversion of Agricultural Building to one dwelling 

      (following prior approval reference DC/20/4270/PN3). 
      Address: Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall

      It was RESOVLED the Parish Council would Object to this application, as follows:-

      “The Parish Council would like to reiterate the fact they Objected to the application for change of use 
      and felt the design proposed was not suitable and any development should be synthetic to the rural 
      environment and should be in keeping with the traditional adjacent buildings.  Access road vehicular 
      frequency should be kept to a minimum”.  This application went before ESC’s Planning Committee and 
      was Approved subject to Conditions. 
      The Parish Clerk raised concerns regarding the fact the Parish Council had not been notified by ESC that 
      this application was going to Committee.  Cllr Herring reported he had received some complaints 
      regarding the ESC Planning Committee meeting held.
12.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 28/5/21: A/C 10796573 - £9,085.29, A/C 90184039 - £6,241.20

      Income Received since last meeting
          
      None

      12.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Jones (Expenses) - £42.40

      12.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      HMRC (PAYE – Jo Peters) - £162.20

      Jo Peters (Expenses) - £53.90

      Approval for the above payments was proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in 
      Favour.      
13.
      Correspondence
      13.1 - Sizewell Minor Changes Consultation 

      A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors.  The Parish Clerk asked the Parish 

      Council to feedback any comments if necessary.
14.        Chairman's Notices
      The Chairman reported it was nice to be back to face-to-face meetings and thanked the Parish Clerk for 
      organising the meetings on Zoom.  

      Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported the Parish Clerk would continue to look into trying     

      to obtain funding for the play area.  Cllr Baker suggested the basketball net could be made more tidy 
      and stable and recommended the Chairman could fill the base with sand and repair the netting.  Action – 
      Chairman to look into.  The Chairman reported the bin had now been installed on the playing field.  
      Cllr Pictor asked could the picnic bench be subject to some vandalism.  The Chairman confirmed he 
      carries out regular checks and to date no vandalism had taken place. 

      The Chairman confirmed the Summer Fete would be held on Saturday 14th August 2021 and he hoped the 
      Christmas Party could be held on Saturday 11th December 2021.  Finally, he confirmed the Village Hall 
      was now fully open again and it was hoped some Folk East concerts would be held.

      15.        Any other matters arising
      There were none.
16.         Questions/comments/items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 1st September 2021
              Parish Council Insurance Renewal
17.
Public Forum 


There were no questions from the member of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked Council Members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 7:50pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Dated:   .....................................................
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