MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2022 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)




Cllr Shane Pictor


Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Karen Baker


Cllr Ray Herring
        In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There was 1 member of the 
        public present.
1. Open Public Forum
       A member of the public raised concerns regarding speeding tractors within the village.  She advised in 

       her view this ongoing problem seemed to be getting worse and when travelling fast they were also 

       very noisy.  The member of the public asked was there any scope of obtaining a 20mph speed limit 

       through the village to which the Chairman confirmed it was very unlikely this would be granted.  County 

       Cllr Reid gave advice and confirmed there was an extremely strict criteria to obtain a 20mph speed limit 
       and in his view he did not believe this would be possible.  The Chairman thanked the member of the 
       public and County Cllr Reid for their comments and reported the Parish Council were very aware of this 
       ongoing problem
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Oakley.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

               County Cllr Reid had submitted a written report prior to the meeting and this had been 

               circulated to all councillors.  County Cllr Reid highlighted matters relating to the cost-of-living crises.  

               He reported bus passengers could look forward to a higher standard of service and an improved service 
               in Suffolk.  He provided details regarding the Suffolk Waste Partnership and reported they were raising 
               awareness regarding battery disposal.  County Cllr Reid reported SCC were involved in a scheme to help 
               people purchase solar panels to which he gave details.  He confirmed SCC were also seeking to increase 
               electric car vehicle charging points across Suffolk.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his 
               report.  Cllr Herring asked in respect of battery disposal did this also include vehicle batteries.  County 
               Cllr Reid confirmed this did include vehicle batteries and provided details which batteries this scheme 
               related to. 
               County Cllr Reid made enquiries regarding agenda item 11.1 to which Cllr Cutting provided details and 
               background information on the correspondence sent to County Cllr West asking about legislation in 
               respect of new field accesses onto the public highway. 
5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring 
               District Cllr Herring reported on the cost-of-living crises and provided details regarding ESC’s Ease the 
               Squeeze sessions to be held.  He confirmed that ESC had also now created a new website in respect 
               of this matter.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
       BCOS – The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of BCOS to comment.  Eve Rosser 

       reported a Public Consultation meeting had been held regarding the future management of Stone 
       Common and this had proved to be a very useful and confirmed she was aware they had now come up 
       with a suitable plan for this land taking into consideration comments made at this meeting.  Eve thanked 
       residents for watering trees and hedges planted.  The Chairman thanked Eve for her report.
       Tree Warden – A written report had been submitted by Joy Shaw.  The Parish Clerk read as follows:-
       I am writing to you as it is raining for the first time in weeks.  This year the Queens Platinum Jubilee 
       Fund provided hedging and fruit trees planted in the village during a number of work parties last Winter 
       and Spring.

       Thanks to dedicated volunteers who continued to water drawing the Summer drought a valiant effort has 
       been made to keep them alive so this Autumn we can hold some work parties to tend them and replace 
       as necessary 

       There has been some reorganisation at the tree warden network and although trees and hedges will be 
       available these have not been offered yet to order, but I am assured they will be.
       I am working with landowners to review and carry out maintenance and regeneration work as well as 

       new planting.  As this summer has proved newly planted trees and hedges need special care for the first 
       3 years.  Anyone who knows of sites for new planting or who would like to get involved in work parties 
       is welcome to contact me.  Shane is going to add my contact details to the next newsletter.

      The main thing this year is to pass on thanks to all those involved with planting and subsequent watering, 
      as I could not have done this alone.

      The Chairman reconvened the meeting.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2022
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Pictor.  4 in Favour, 1 Abstention.  It was 
               agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 
8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2022

There were none.
9.            Parish Clerk's Report

       The Parish Clerk reported she had received correspondence from Julia Catterwell at ESC regarding the 

       land at the Sheilings and confirmed the interim moratorium period had expired and as no bid had been 

       received the owners were now able to sell this land.
       The Parish Clerk reported she hoped to attend ESC’s Ease the Squeeze session online on 19th 

       September 2022. 
10.
       Parish Council Business

               10.1 – To consider the upcoming new Blaxhall Common Management Agreement
               A copy of this agreement had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Clerk 
               provided details regarding changes from the last agreement and highlighted this agreement was for a 

               10-year term and SWT had also stipulated things they were not responsible for such at litter bins etc.  It 
               was Unanimously Agreed the proposed 10-year agreement was not necessary, and the Parish Council 
               would prefer to stick with a 5-year agreement.  The Chairman stated it was important that SWT kept to

               their responsibilities for byways and ensured these were kept trimmed as sometimes they did get very 

               overgrown.
               The Chairman stated the Parish Council had a good relationship with SWT and in his view they carried 

               out a particularly good job and therefore Proposed the Parish Clerk should respond to SWT and confirm 
               the Parish Council were happy to accept the agreement but on a 5-year term.  RESOLVED 
               Unanimously.  Cllr Pictor suggested the Parish Clerk should also include the comments made 
               previously regarding post Brexit funding to ensure the Parish Council would not be responsible for any 
               costs if funding was no longer available.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with Susan Stone, SWT and 
               request an amended agreement is sent with highlighted changes for signing.   
       10.2 – Warm Spaces – Winter 2022/23 Cost of Living Crisis
       The Parish Clerk advised there had been information circulated suggesting that villages should set up 
       Warm Spaces to assist with the Winter Cost of Living Crises.  Following a brief discussion, it was felt 
       that councillors should liaise with villagers and if they were aware of anyone struggling, they would put 
       them in touch with ESC who would be able to offer help.  Cllr Herring provided details regarding help 

       available via ESC and the Chairman advised communication was key to support any villagers who were 
       struggling and in need of help.

   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
      11.1 – New field entrances onto the public highway – To consider correspondence received from 
      County Cllr West (Cabinet Member for Highways) 
      A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all council members.  Cllr Cutting highlighted 
      matters raised within the response from Cllr West, SC Highways and suggested that going forward the 

      legislation should be followed and a Minor Works License should be applied for from SCC for any 
      works relating to new access points onto a highway.  The Chairman reported he had liaised with some 
      local farmers and they had implied there would be costs involved in finding solutions and suggested it 
      may be beneficial if a face-to-face meeting was held.
      Cllr Cutting raised concerns regarding the amount of silt and sand on the road and stated after rainfall the 

      drains become blocked very quickly and reported he had noticed there did not appear to be any slowing 
      down to the runoff water coming from these field entrances.  Cllr Pictor advised there had been 7 new 
      field entrances created since 1997 to which he gave details and suggested that all future new entrances 
      should be at a high point of the field.  The Chairman advised New Shoots would be happy to look into 
      this and would be willing to come up with solutions to assist in getting this problem resolved and 
      suggested that a face-to-face meeting could be held.  Cllr Baker suggested if the ditches were cleared too 
      this would help clear the runoff water.

      Cllr Herring advised bank erosion was the main cause of sand on the road but with regards to the 
      entrances in his view if new entrances had been created old ones would have been closed.  He provided 

      details regarding new entrances and Cllr Pictor stated it appeared that land being farmed by outsourced 
      farmers and not local ones seems to be where these issues lie.  Action – Chairman to contact 
      Langmead Farms to arrange a face-to-face meeting.

    12.          Planning Matters
      12.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      None received

      12.2 To consider any further applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the 
      Chairman)

      None

      12.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/22/2712/FUL
      Proposal: Demolition of existing outbuilding comprising store, garage, utility room and workshop and 
      erection of new building to form double garage, store, utility room and porch (linked to main house) and 
      demolition of existing rear conservatory and insertion of new french doors
      Address: Hillcrest, Old Post Office Lane, Blaxhall          

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.

      Planning Ref: DC/22/2672/TPO
      Proposal: 1no. Oak (T1 on plan) Remove lowest major limb circled green on photograph '135742', and 
      crown thin by up to 20%
      Address: Ivydene, School Road, Blaxhall
      The Parish Council had No Objections to the work proposed subject to it being carried out in the 
      dormant season.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.

      Planning Ref: DC/22/0309/FUL 

      Address: The Willows, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Retrospective Application - A private garden studio for a professional artist to facilitate 
      working from home. 29.5m2 single-storey wooden building comprising 2 areas for painting and wax-
      work.  The outbuilding is at the bottom of the garden with a dual pitch roof and skylight.  Windows 
      only on the North face, no windows on the other 3 sides (to comply with neighbours’ requests).
      The Parish Council recommended if the application is Granted and the structure is permitted to remain 
      that a condition should be allocated within the consent stating that the roof be painted or covered in a 
      way that would be acceptable to the neighbours.

      Cllr Oakley Abstained from commenting in respect of this application.  No decision has been made by 
      ESC, to date.
13.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 31/7/2022: A/C 10796573 - £9,086.89, A/C 90184039 - £5,653.21


      Income Received since the last meeting
       


      None


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-

      Jo Peters, Parish Clerk (Salary – August 22) - £229.01


      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £30.83
      Community Action Suffolk (Website Fee) - £60.00

      Shane Pictor (Newsletter) - £62.00    
      Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in 
      Favour.  It was also RESOLVED Unanimously the payment for the insurance renewal provider would 
      be added to these items to pay, once agreed.
      13.3 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal 

      The Parish Clerk had tabled details of the 3 quotations sought.  It was RESOLVED Unanimously the 

      Parish Council would renew their insurance with their current provider BHIB at a premium of £356.53 

      which was a 0% increase from last year.
14.
      Correspondence
      14.1 - Suffolk Local History Society Recorder for Blaxhall – To consider correspondence received

      A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish 
      Clerk gave details regarding the correspondence received and it was agreed councillors would 
      ask around to see if anyone would be interested in taking on this role.

15.        Chairman's Notices
      Parish Council – Nothing to report. 

      Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported the Jubilee celebrations went extremely well and 
      the lighting of the beacon had also proved to be very successful.  The Chairman advised himself and 

      Naomi had stepped back from the organisation of the fete and reported Joy Shaw had taken over co-
      ordinating the event with a Working Group and the day had proved to be a remarkable success and it 
      went extremely well despite the hot weather.
      Boules Pitch – The Chairman gave details regarding maintenance of the pitch and advised himself and a 

      small work party had removed the sand and put a new layer of type 1 surface down and this had proved 

      to be much better when playing.
      The Chairman reported funding for the play area was ongoing and confirmed there had been a good

      response to the village consultation held and some valuable feedback had been provided from around the 

      30 responses received.
16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 2nd November 2022

      None.
17.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked members of the public and Council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:45pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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