
M INUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH MARCH 2023 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker


Cllr Shane Pictor



Cllr Mark Oakley


Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring 

        
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk and County Cllr Reid.  There were 4 members of the public 
               present.
1. Open Public Forum

There were no comments from the members of the public present. 
2.
To receive apologies for absence

There were none.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 


County Cllr Reid had submitted a written report and this had been circulated to all councillors.  This 

               report was taken as read.  The Chairman closed the meeting to bring item 11.1 forward to allow 
               members of the public to comment.  A member of the public stated she had no further comments to make 
               since her comments made at the January meeting but felt the drain at Fourways on the triangle does now

               require serious attention as sooner than later this drain would be demolished.  She also advised the 
       accesses onto fields which have been made much wider were now causing erosion between the end of 
       the tarmac and entrance to the field and stated she was hoping future solutions could be found.
       A member of the public reported generally there appeared to be more farm traffic coming through the 

       village and sat navs seem to take vehicles through the village and speeding also often occurs.  The 

       Chairman stated the Parish Council were aware of these ongoing issues and were looking for 
       solutions to solve them but this can prove difficult for a small Parish Council to which he gave details.      

       He confirmed the Parish Council were willing to listen to parishioners views and will look to try and find 
       possible solutions but it is not within their control to change the law or size of farm vehicles.

       Cllr Oakley asked County Cllr Reid how Suffolk County Highways could deal with these issues and 
       work with the Parish Council.  County Cllr Reid reported it was positive that the Cabinet Member for 

       Highways Cllr Paul West is happy to meet with the Parish Council along with Highways Engineers and 

       once this meeting had been held the engineers would be able to visit the sites and look into options for 
       possible solutions.  In respect of farm traffic/size of vehicles County Cllr Reid advised this problem was 
       being raised all over the country and is something that cannot be stopped.  He advised that SCC met 
       with ESC regularly to discuss highways problems within the Deben peninsula and gave examples of 
       traffic calming methods being implemented in Tunstall to elevate ongoing issues they have been having 
       there and advised that hopefully similar measures may be able to be implemented in Blaxhall. 
       Cllr Oakley asked County Cllr Reid if a 20mph speed limit in the Mill Common area could possibly be 

       looked into.  County Cllr Reid gave details regarding the criteria for 20mph speed limits and advised this 

       request could be looked into to see if it meets the criteria.  A member of the public asked if the Parish 

       Council would consider implementing some Quiet Lanes.  The Chairman confirmed this matter had been 
       considered in the past but he was happy for it to be raised again at a future meeting.  Cllr Pictor asked if 

       the Parish Council were allowed to clear ditches or were these the responsibility of SC Highways 

       /Farmers.  County Cllr Reid confirmed the Parish Council cannot take direct action as they would be 
       working on a highway.  Cllr Pictor stated the drainage facilities needed to be cleared regularly to which 

       County Cllr Reid advised this was certainly something that could be discussed at the meeting with SC 
       Highways.
       Cllr Pictor advised the Rectory ditch was completely full and when emptied its very effective and 

       suggested if  Derek Keeble could be paid to clear ditches within the village regularly it would improve 
       flooding issues.  Cllr Cutting suggested it would be good to get authorization from SCC for Derek 
       Keeble to be able to clear ditches.  Cllr Cutting and the Chairman gave details regarding the meeting 
       held with Langmead Farms and confirmed the local farmer is willing to keep ditches clear and assist 

       with coming up with long term solutions.  Cllr Pictor suggested that a map of the Parish with all the 
       problem areas marked could be produced.   The Chairman confirmed a wish list would be made 
       along with maps ahead of the meeting to be held with SC Highways. 
       The Chairman gave details regarding correspondence received from a local parishioner stating mud from 
       the fields is definitely the cause of the blocked drain at Fourways and advised this is why the farmers 
       need to be made aware of these ongoing issues.  Cllr Pictor gave details regarding new field entrances 
       and stated lots of sand was being washed through these onto the road and confirmed that 10 years ago 
       there was not a field entrance at the point where flooding occurs at Fourways.  The Chairman agreed the 

       Parish Council needed to pressure farmers not to make any further new accesses going forward.  Cllr 

       Oakley stated there were rules about where entrances are put and SCC should be asked to advise on this.    

       He advised SC Highways had the authority to remove sand from the highway and can contact farmers to 
       ask them to address these issues.  Possible solutions were discussed regarding the new field entrances 
       and it was agreed these matters would be considered at the meeting with SC Highways so they could 
       ensure these entrances are legal and if there are any conditions that come with them.
       A member of the public advised that Langmead own a lot of land locally and suggested they could use 

       that land to travel about on where possible, rather than using the roads as much.

       A member of the public suggested that advisory signs could be implemented if a 20mph speed limit is 
       not permitted at Mill Common.  The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their comments 

       and reconvened the meeting.   The Chairman confirmed he was happy for members of the public to 
       attend the meeting to be held with SC Highways, once scheduled.  Action - List of issues to be 
       compiled and sent prior to the meeting to be held with SC Highways via MS Teams.  Cllrs Cutting 
       and Pictor agreed to coordinate this list along with maps.

5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring 
               District Cllr Herring had nothing to report.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
       Tree Warden – Joy Shaw reported she was applying again for more trees and hedges.  The Chairman 
       suggested planting a tree for the Kings Coronation.  Joy Shaw confirmed she had an oak tree that could 
       be provided.  It was agreed this could be planted on the playing field and a ceremony could be held.  
       BCOS – Cllr Baker reported a working party on Stone Common would be held on Saturday 11th March 

       at 2:30pm.  She reported the hedge planting on the B1069 had now been completed by Neil Lister, 

       Suffolk Coast & Heaths and a volunteer work party.  She confirmed the BCOS AGM would be held on

       15th April at 2:00pm and it was suggested the Parish nominated representatives should be put forward to
       BCOS prior to this meeting.  The Chairman asked would Cllrs Baker and Oakley be happy to continue in 

       this role to which they both confirmed they were.  It was Approved Unanimously that Cllrs Baker and 

       Oakley would continue to be the Parish representatives for BCOS.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th January 2023
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr , Seconded by Cllr .  All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes would be 
               signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 
 8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th January 2023

There were none.
 9.           Parish Clerk's Report

       The Parish Clerk reported the Rural Coffee Caravan would be attending the Village Hall on Thursday 

       28th March from 2-4:00pm.  She confirmed that Parish and District Elections would be held on Thursday 

       4th May 2023.  Finally, she confirmed she had applied to ESC for some Spring bulbs.           
10.
      Parish Council Business


 There was none.
  11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update – In depth discussion in respect of these 
       ongoing issues.  (Further meeting to discuss this matter with Suffolk County Council Highways

       representative and local farmers to be held on a separate date) - This matter was covered earlier.

    12.          Planning Matters
      12.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      Planning reference: DC/22/4013/FUL

      Proposal: Proposed extensions and alterations

      Address: Grey Timbers, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application.
      Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/23/0289/FUL
      Proposal: Remove existing single storey structure, new larger single storey rear extension
      Address: Holly Tree Cottage, Langham Road, Blaxhall.  It was agreed there were No Objections to this 
      application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.
      Planning Ref: DC/22/4013/FUL

      Proposal: Proposed extensions and alterations

      Address: Grey Timbers, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  As a matter of observation Cllr Oakley 
      advised the roof to the new double height extension would be higher than the existing.  He reported the 
      apex appeared to be 2ft higher than the ridgeline.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.

      Planning Ref: DC/22/0309/FUL 

      Address: The Willows, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Retrospective Application - A private garden studio for a professional artist to facilitate 
      working from home. 29.5m2 single-storey wooden building comprising 2 areas for painting and wax-
      work.  The outbuilding is at the bottom of the garden with a dual pitch roof and skylight.  Windows only 
      on the North face, no windows on the other 3 sides (to comply with neighbour requests).   
      The Parish Council recommended if the application is Granted and the structure is permitted to remain 
      that a condition should be allocated within the consent stating that the roof be painted or covered in a 
      way that would be acceptable to the neighbours.  Cllr Oakley Abstained from commenting in respect of 
      this application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
13.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 31/1/2023: A/C 10796573 - £9,094.76, A/C 90184039 - £15,977.15


      Income Received since last meeting - Nil


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting - None




      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £63.37

      HMRC (PAYE) - £184.80

      Information Commissioners Office (Annual Subscription) - £40.00

      Shane Pictor (Newsletter) - £64.00

      Derek Keeble – Manure (Allotments) - £60.00
      Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in 

      Favour.
      13.3 – To consider and approve donations (to be added to items to pay approved)
      The Parish Clerk had circulated details of donations given in 2021/22.  The Chairman proposed the same 
      donations should be given in 2022/23, as below, seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.

       Suffolk Accident & Rescue Service - £20.00

              Suffolk Age Concern - £20.00

              Citizens Advice Bureau - £20.00 

              St Elizabeth Hospice - £20.00

              Disability Advice Service - £20.00

              EACH - £20.00  
      13.4 – To carry out a review of the Internal Financial Control System
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and Approval was proposed by Cllr Pictor, seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in 

              Favour.
      13.5 – To carry out a review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and was Unanimously Approved.
      13.6 – To carry out a review of Parish Council Asset Register
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and subject to the addition of the Boules Pitch and an amendment to the insured 

              value for the grit bins this was Approved Unanimously.
      13.7 – To carry out a review of Parish Council’s Risk Assessment 
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Annual 

              Review was carried out and was Unanimously Approved.
14.
      Correspondence
      Nothing to report. 
15.        Chairman's Notices
      The Chairman thanked all councillors for their excellent service over the past 4 years whilst serving as a 
      Parish Councillor and he also thanked members of the VH/PF Committee and all those that contribute to 
      making Blaxhall a special place.  Thanks were given to the Parish Clerk for all her hard work and to Cllr 
      Pictor for producing an amazing newsletter. 
16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 10th May 2023
      Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Council – To Approve the 2022/23 Accounts.
17.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:00pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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