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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 

9TH JANUARY 2019 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
Cllr Ray Herring 



Cllr Karen Baker


In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.
2. To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Hume, Oakley, Jennings and Pictor.  
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.


       3.1 – To consider any Dispensations    
       None received.
4. Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
       County Cllr Reid was not present.  The Clerk had circulated his report prior to the meeting.  
       Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

       District Cllr Herring gave a verbal report.  He provided details regarding SCDC’s Local Plan 
       Consultation and Stage 3 Sizewell C Public Consultation.  District Cllr Herring confirmed SCDC will 
       become East Suffolk Council on 1st April 2019 to which he gave details.  The Chairman thanked District 

       Cllr Herring for his report.
       Reports from Village Organizations

       PCC – Apologies had been received from Mike Cowling.  The Clerk read the following report:-

(i) At St Peter’s Church the Christmas services were very well attended, with the Carol Service on the 
evening of 23rd December having a near-capacity 160 people in the congregation.  Young people in the Village played a prominent part in the service.  On Christmas Day there was also a significant attendance for the 9am service.
(ii) The next big event in the Church’s calendar is the Candlemas Choral Evensong at 6.30pm on Sunday 
3rd February 2019, with the Alde River Singers led by Bill Gloyn.  All will be most welcome to attend. The Church will be candle-lit and refreshments will be served after the service.
(iii) The Parochial Church Council will be meeting next week and will set a date for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting for presentation of the annual report and financial statement for 2018.  I expect that this will be held towards to end of March or in early April; it will be held in the Village Hall and a (free) hot supper will be served at the end of the meeting.  All are welcome to attend.
(iv) The new Church architect has investigated what lies beneath the unsatisfactory cement rendering on the exterior of the south Nave wall and is developing proposals for a remedy so as to reduce dampness in the Church.  External drains will also be improved and we are considering replacement options for the badly deteriorated external porch doors.
5. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th November 2018
       The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th November 2018 had been 
       circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Baker, 
       Seconded by Cllr Herring. All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

6. Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th November 2018
Cllr Baker stated she felt the recent hedge cutting within the village had been carried out very well.  The   Chairman confirmed he had asked Mr Pugh to contribute to paying for works required for hedge cutting within his boundary.

7.
Parish Clerk's Report

       The Clerk gave details regarding an e-mail received from Cllr Hume regarding the VAS Sign which was 

       currently shared with Chillesford.  She reported Chillesford now wished to have their own sign and were 

       suggesting that Blaxhall Parish Council could possibly pay Chillesford for their share and have the sign 

       permanently in Blaxhall or possibly look into sharing this sign with Butley Parish Council.
       There was a discussion and it was felt that Blaxhall did not require the speed sign full time and therefore 
       it was agreed the Clerk should look into sharing this sign with Butley Parish Council once costings had 

       been obtained from Chillesford Parish Meeting.
8.
      Parish Council Business
      8.1. Parish Council Co-option 

      There were no candidates present at this meeting.
 8.2. Stage 3 of the Sizewell C Public Consultation – To consider correspondence received from EDF 
 Energy and Planning Aid England

 The Clerk handed all correspondence received to the Chairman and urged Councillors to attend one of 
 the forthcoming EDF Energy events.  It was also agreed Planning Aid England could be asked to attend 
 a meeting prior to the next Parish Council meeting.
  9.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and
                Allotments etc. in order to consider any actions required
 It was agreed a Give Way sign needed to be sited at the junction of Church Road/Station Road due to the 

 faded lines and the fact that SCC were not planning on repainting these lines in the near future.  Action: 

 Clerk to liaise with SC Highways.


    10.          Planning Matters

      10.1. New Applications 

      Planning Ref: DC/18/5061/PN3

      Address: Lime Tree Farm, Tunstall Rd, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Prior Notification - Conversion of Agricultural barn to residential.

      The Chairman gave details regarding comments received from a local resident received in respect of this
      application.  It was agreed the Clerk would request an extension in respect of this application from SCDC 
      in order so that all Councillors could view and pass comment on this application.  Those Councillors 
      present Strongly Objected to this application due to unsuitability of the building being that it appears to 
      be a large modern steel framed agricultural building.

      10.2. To consider any applications received prior to the meeting at the discretion of the Chairman


      None received.

      10.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Application Ref: DC/18/4916/FUL

      Address: Blackstock Barn, Station Road, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Proposed new vehicular access and change of use of land from agricultural to residential.

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application but pointed out to SCDC’s Planning 
      Department that great crested newts have been recorded on this site in recent years.  No decision has 
      been made by SCDC to date.
      Planning Ref: DC/18/3864/FUL

      Address: Larkrise, Church Road, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Erection of first floor rear extension and single-storey rear extension (renewal of planning 
      permissions C08/1163 & C05/1616)
      The Parish Council Strongly Objected to the above mentioned application.  This application has been 
      Granted by SCDC with 4 Conditions.


    11.          Finance

      Bank Balances as at 30/11/18: A/C 10796573 - £9,054.49, A/C 90184039 - £5,925.73

      Income Received


      £1,809.84 – Rural Payments Agency (Blaxhall Common – Capital Works)

      11.1 – Payments to be Approved:-
      £71.64 – Jo Jones (Clerks Expenses)
      £152.40 – HMRC (PAYE – Jo Jones)

      £60.00 – D. E. Keeble (Manure – Blaxhall Allotments)

      £45.00 – Open Spaces Society (Annual Subscription)

      £71.88 – Jo Jones (Transparency Code Expenses – 2 months)         

      Approval for the above payments was Unanimously Agreed.
      11.2 – To consider correspondence from SCDC regarding the 2019/20 Precept

      The Clerk gave details regarding the tax base precept letter received and it was Unanimously Approved 
      the 2019/20 Parish Precept would remain at £4,828.98.
      11.3 – To carry out a review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders & Financial Regulations

      A copy of the updated Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been circulated to all Councillors.  
      The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr 

      Baker.  All in Favour.
12.         Correspondence

              12.1 – To consider correspondence received from SCDC in reference to ENF/2015/0141/USE –

              Double decker bus currently being lived in on site - The Spinney, Dock Farm Road, Blaxhall 

              The Chairman confirmed he would check the site but it was felt this vehicle had now vacated.
      The Clerk provided information regarding correspondence received detailing the dates of the 
      events for 2019 at Blaxhall MX Circuit.
13.         Chairman's Notices

      There were none. 
14.         Any other matters arising
      There were none.
15.         Questions/items for the Parish Council meeting to be held on Wednesday 6th March 2019
              Financial Reviews to be carried out.
16.         Public Forum
              There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked Parish Councillors and the members of the public for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:55pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Date:   .....................................................
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