
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2023 AT  7:00PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker

Cllr Graham Atkinson




Cllr Mark Oakley

Cllr Maria Cooke



Cllr Ray Herring 


In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 6 members of the public present.
Zoe Botten, Community Relations Manager & Richard Knight, EDF Energy attended the meeting to provide an update on Sizewell C’s progress.  This presentation included matters relating to the following:-

Deed of Obligation 
Accommodation and Housing for workers

Workers code of conduct
Community Fund (to be administered by Suffolk Community Foundation)

Freight Management Facility
Southern and Northern Park & Ride Facility

       Two Village Bypass
       Sizewell Link Rd & Green Rail Route and Landing Facility on Sizewell Beach
       This was followed by a question-and-answer session:-

       A member of the public raised concerns regarding infrastructure being undertaken now and asked as 
       funding for the project was not guaranteed where would this come from.  Richard Knight confirmed any 
       construction could begin under the DCO consent and advised the final investment decision would be 
       agreed before the next General Election. 
       Cllr Atkinson asked what impact there could be on the NHS services to which Richard Knight provided 
       clarification.
       Cllr Oakley asked about housing needs and how many bed spaces were required and how did they plan 
       to manage this.  Richard Knight confirmed an Accommodation Strategy was in place and they were 

       looking into demands on local housing stocks.  It was agreed a copy of the Accommodation Strategy 
       would be sent to the Parish Clerk.

       Cllr Oakley asked for clarification on the distance to site for workers from the local area and would these 

       workers be required to use the Park & Ride facility to which clarification was given.
       The Chairman asked when the Community Funding would be available.  Zoe Botten confirmed this 

       funding would be available during 2024.
       The Chairman asked when would works to the A12 and sea access commence.  Richard Knight

       confirmed his colleagues Steve Merry and Richard Smith would be overseeing this and advised the sea 
       works would commence within the next year and it would take 18 months to 2 years for construction to 
       prepare the site for build.  

       A member of the public asked as funding is not guaranteed what would happen to any infrastructure that 
       is already in place if this cannot be secured.  Richard Knight confirmed that EDF were very confident 
       they will reach the funding target.

       The Chairman advised it had been noted that no extra pylons would be required through Blaxhall to 

       which Richard Knight confirmed that National Grid would need to be consulted.

       The Chairman thanked Zoe Botten and Richard Knight for their presentation.

1. Open Public Forum
               There were no comments from the members of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Pictor and Cllr Cutting.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

       Apologies were accepted from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been submitted and circulated to 

       all councillors.  The Clerk advised County Cllr Reid had called her to advise on emergency flooding 

       contact details.
5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson 
       Apologies were accepted from District Cllr Wilson.  A written report had been submitted and circulated 

       to all councillors.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
Tree Warden – The Parish Clerk confirmed the Tree Warden was happy to assist with any hedge planting.
       Parochial Church Council – Cllr Baker reported recruitment of a new vicar was in progress.
       BCOS – The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of BCOS to comment.  A member of
       BCOS reported working parties had been arranged.  She confirmed the bracken had been raked at 
       Jaspers Pightle and at Stone Common Mr Kerr has mowed free of charge and work parties to carry out 

       some general tidying and clear broken fences would be held.  They would welcome any volunteers.

       The Chairman thanked the member for her report and reconvened the meeting.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18th September 2023
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the 

minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 18th September 2023
               There were none.
9.            Parish Clerk's Report
      9.1 – Update on Councillor Training Sessions held   

      The Parish Clerk reported 4 councillors attended these sessions and confirmed they were very 

      informative.  She reported on the Public Works Loan Board and advised the Parish Council would be 

      eligible to apply for funding if necessary.

      She confirmed further to the last meeting she had made enquires regarding the Transparency Code £25K
      threshold and advised she had been informed there were discussions of this limit being increased in line 
      with inflation.  

      The Parish Clerk confirmed she had liaised with the Motorcycle Club and they would like an additional 
      bin and advised she would liaise with them to arrange siting of this.


      Parish Council Business

      10.1 – To consider a donation to BCOS towards bracken cutting
      The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of BCOS to comment.  The BCOS member
      circulated a copy of the latest accounts to all council members and provided details in respect of these.  

      The Chairman asked how did BCOS plan to pay for the outgoings they are responsible for going forward 

      to which the member provided clarification.  The Chairman thanked the member for her comments and 

      reconvened the meeting.

      The Parish Council RESOLVED to give an annual grant of £250.00 to BCOS towards the costs for 
      managing the land.  It was agreed this grant would be given in May once the annual precept had been 

      received.  

   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                etc. & to consider any actions required
      11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update
      The Chairman confirmed a meeting would be held on 10th November at 10:30am with Josh White SCC 
      Community Engineer.  He advised following this site meeting the Parish Council would then attempt to 
      hold a meeting with local landowners and discuss the new field entrances. 
      The Chairman stated this matter has been ongoing for so long he could understand villagers 
      frustrations but wished to assure them the Parish Council were trying to move matters forward.  The 

      Chairman gave details regarding some works that are carried out by a local farmer and advised the local 
      farmer may require some funding and volunteers towards carrying out this work going forward.  He 
      advised the Parish Council had limited powers and reported the latest flooding had affected many local
      areas and some houses in Blaxhall were flooded and the Parish Council were working hard to try and 

      prevent this going forward and will work with the local authorities to ensure these matters are resolved. 
      He urged members of the public to report every incident to SCC via their online reporting tool.
      Cllr Oakley suggested the Parish Council should compile a list of items to be considered at the 

      forthcoming meeting with SCC.  The Chairman confirmed there was an agenda and Cllrs Pictor and 
      Cutting were aware of items that needed to be raised and these would include the following:-

· Responsibility for ditch clearing and field entrances and legal requirements and how these must be maintained

· List of areas that flood regularly and require attention

· Langham Road

· Station Road

· Bottom of Rectory Rd

· Fourways and blocked drain – to consider traffic calming and road markings

· Solutions and what actions can be taken

      It was agreed the Emergency Plan should be included within the next agenda.
      Cllr Oakley suggested the Parish Council should be reporting all flooding in the village including that of 
      properties if they are made aware.  It was agreed that it should be up to the individual to decide if they 
      wish to report flooding in their property.
      The Chairman closed the meeting to allow members of the public to comment.  A member of the public  
      raised concerns regarding flooding from farmers fields that is bringing mud and water run off onto his 
      land.
      A member of the public advised he had reported flooding via the SCC online reporting tool and this 
      allows you to see other issues that have been reported.
      A member of the public raised concerns regarding flooding close to his property and advised he had
      carried out some research and advised on the responsibilities of landowners and stated those who did 
      not abide to their responsibilities were breaking the Highways Act.  He reported that years ago gangs of 
      men were employed to maintain the ditches and now these aren’t maintained and verges are being 
      destroyed by farmers they are breaching the Highways Act.  He stated these matters need to be 
      addressed and action needed to be taken.  The member of the public thanked the Parish Council for all 

      their hard work.  The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their comments and reconvened 
      the meeting.

    12.          Planning Matters
      12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      None received

      12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
      Chairman)

      12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/23/3394/FUL

      Proposal: Single storey side extension 

      Address: Rose Cottage, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date.

      Planning Ref: DC/23/2653/FUL
      Proposal: The land associated with 3, Mount Pleasant is now curtilage to our house. We intend to build a     

i) a loggia, an outdoor open seating area on the land;
ii) a wildlife pond; iii) install a gate and gate posts; iv) a short, low retaining wall. 
We intend to install a small greenhouse.
Address: 3 Mount Pleasant , Station Road, Blaxhall
      The Parish Council had No Objections.  This application has been Granted by ESC with 3 Conditions.

13.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 30/9/2023: A/C 10796573 - £9,149.49, A/C 90184039 - £3,273.73

      Income Received since last meeting


      Bank Interest - £24.45


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Peters – October Salary - £251.13


      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £51.79

      Playsafety Ltd (Annual Play Inspection) - £102.60

      Community Action Suffolk (Annual Website Fee) - £60.00

      Open Spaces Society (Annual Membership Fee) - £45.00

      Chris Knott Insurance (Allotment Insurance Renewal) - £107.73 

      Jo Peters (Backdated pay due to increase in salary scales) - £132.63      

      Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.
      13.3 – To consider a transfer from the Business Savings Account to the Business Current Account 
      to prevent year end falling into the over £25,000 Transparency Code threshold 
      It was RESOLVED once the Suffolk Wildlife Trust invoice is received the Parish Clerk would compile      

      a letter to agree a transfer temporarily from the reserve account.
      13.4 – To Approve increase in Clerk’s Salary Spinal Column Points 
      This matter was covered under item 13.2.

14.
      Correspondence

      14.1 - The Sea Link Project – Start of statutory consultation
              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors.
15.        Chairman's Notices
     Parish Council – These had been covered.
     Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman confirmed the next meeting will be held on 15th November.  

     He reported on the recent games afternoon that had been held in the hall and advised this had proved to be 

     a very enjoyable afternoon and it is hoped this can be a regular event going forward.  The Chairman 

     confirmed the Xmas party would be held on Saturday 16th December 2023.
16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 10th January 2024
     Annual Budget and Precept, Emergency Plan.
17.
     Public Forum
             There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:15pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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