
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH JANUARY 2024 AT  7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker

Cllr Graham Atkinson




Cllr Mark Oakley

Cllr Shane Pictor




Cllr Jonathan Cutting

Cllr Ray Herring 


In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk, County Cllr Reid & District Cllr Wilson.  There were 3 members of the public present.
1. Open Public Forum
               A member of the public raised concerns regarding the ongoing flooding at Station Rd.  The Chairman 


informed the member of the public this matter would be considered under a separate agenda item.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Maria Cooke.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

       A written reported was submitted by County Cllr Reid and this had been circulated to all councillors 
       prior to the meeting.  County Cllr Reid reported on the following matters:-
· Suffolk County Council 2024/25 budget and savings needed to be made

· Sealink Consultation  and SCC’s objections

· Matters relating to work carried out by Suffolk Trading Standards

       The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report. Cllr Cutting asked why SCC were cutting 

       services and not raising their precept to which County Cllr Reid provided clarification.
               Cllr Cutting asked if the Highways budget would be cut for 2024/25 as part of SCC’s savings to which 
               County Cllr Reid confirmed the Highways budget would be reduced and future highways issues would 
     
be dealt with in order of priority.

               Cllr Oakley made enquiries regarding SCC’s reserves to which County Cllr Reid confirmed these were 

               now lower than they had been in previous years.

              A member of the public present made enquiries regarding funding given to outside organizations 
               to which County Cllr Reid provided clarification.  The member of the public stated attention was 
               required in areas relating to young person’s education and recommended that funding should be 
               provided to support areas of need in education.

5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson 
A written report was submitted by District Cllr Wilson and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  District Cllr Wilson reported on the following matters:-

· SCC Highways cuts and advised some of these responsibilities would be devolved to ESC.
· East Suffolk Council’s 2024/25 budget
       Cllr Cutting asked about responsibilities for clearing silt of the roads to which District Cllr Wilson 
       and Cllr Herring provided clarification.
       The Chairman asked how the Parish Council could report highways matters online to ESC.  District Cllr

       Wilson provided clarification and urged the Parish Council to copy himself and County Cllr Reid into 
       any reports made so they could decide between them whose responsibility the issue was.  Action – 

       District Cllr Wilson to send Parish Clerk ESC Online Reporting Tool link.  The Chairman thanked 
       District Cllr Wilson for his report.

6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
Tree Warden – The Tree Warden reported the allocation of hedging has been planted and most of these were planted on Stone Common.  She reported there had been a great survival of plants planted in previous years and the spring bulbs had been planted as a result of some really successful work parties. She recommended the Good Verge Guide could be adopted to which she provided details of possible cutting schedules and hoped she could work with local landowners in respect of this matter.  The Tree Warden raised concerns regarding the double cutting of verges in 2023 and suggested that going forward this required better coordination to which she advised that she would be happy to work together with landowners to come up with a suitable solution for future verge cutting.  Finally, she reported a new oak tree had been planted on the playing field.

BCOS – A member of BCOS reported that some successful work parties had been held and a recent one was held at Stone Common to remove some redundant fencing as this will help to manage the bracken.  She reported the Trustees had taken on board the Parish Councils comments to raise funds from local people and they have compiled a leaflet to raise awareness in respect of BSOS and ways that local residents can support them.  Cllr Baker reported a bench has now been sited on Jaspers Pightle with a plaque.  The Chairman thanked the member for her report.     
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st November 2023
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Atkinson.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the 

minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 1st November 2023
               There were none.
9.           Parish Clerk's Report
      The Parish Clerk confirmed she was continuing to liaise with the Motorcycle Club in respect of the 

      siting of an additional bin on the Common.
10.         Parish Council Business

      10.1 – Approval of 2024 Parish Council meeting dates
      These were Unanimously Approved.
      10.2 – Emergency Plan              

      The Chairman advised an Emergency Plan had been started but unfortunately this had not been 

      completed.  He gave details regarding the content of an Emergency Plan and stated he felt this 
      information could be put together.  Following discussion, it was suggested this should be implemented to 
      support residents.  Action – Parish Clerk to look into examples of Emergency Plans and co-ordinate 
      with Councillors via email.

   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                etc. & to consider any actions required
      11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update
      Cllr Cutting provided details regarding the outcome of the meeting held with Josh White from SC 
      Highways and confirmed it had been suggested that an Extraordinary Meeting could be held to discuss 
      the next steps but to date this meeting had not taken place.  He reported Josh White had urged the Parish 

      Council to continue reporting issues via the Online Reporting Tool.  Cllr Cutting confirmed Enforcement 

      action could be taken in respect of new field entrances onto the highway that resulted in run-off water 

      running onto the public highway and advised the Parish Council should encourage landowners to clear all 
      ditches and act on any runoff water from their field.  County Cllr Reid suggested SCC and the Parish 
      Council could liaise with landowners in respect of their responsibilities.  It was agreed a meeting with 

      Will Price would be arranged. 

    12.          Planning Matters
      12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      None received

      12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at the discretion of the 

      Chairman)
      None received

      12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/23/3394/FUL

      Proposal: Single storey side extension 

      Address: Rose Cottage, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC 
      with 3 Conditions.

13.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 30/11/2023: A/C 10796573 - £9,149.49 A/C 90184039 - £1,616.34


      Income Received since last meeting



      Allotment Income - £195.00


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Peters – December Salary - £251.13


      HMRC (PAYE 3rd quarter) - £196.80


      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses inc. VH/PF Hours) – £152.50            

      Shane Pictor (Newsletter) - £80.00

      Approval for the above payments was proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in 
      Favour.

      13.3 – To approve the 2024/25 Budget and to set the Parish Precept 

      Following discussion, it was RESOLVED the 2024/25 budget would be Approved and the Parish     

      Precept should increase by 10% and be set at £6,299.78.
14.
      Correspondence

              The Parish Clerk provided details regarding a Planning Forum to be held at ESC offices in Melton.  The 

              Chairman and Cllr Atkinson volunteered to attend this event.
15.        Chairman's Notices
     Parish Council – These had been covered elsewhere.
     Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported a very successful Xmas Party had been held and a 

     profit of £1000 had been made.  He advised a grant application had been submitted for some funding 
     towards refurbishment of the swings on the play area.
16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 6th March 2024
     Cllr Pictor advised to put the newsletter online there would be a small charge.  This charge was 
     Unanimously Approved.  Cllr Pictor asked if there could be an agenda item at the next meeting to 
     consider replacement of the plaque for Ewart Evans.  Cllr Pictor advised he had been approached by a 
     local resident who is making a video about Suffolk Villages and he had asked if he could attend a Parish 
     Councill meeting and record it so this could be included within the content of his video.  There were No 
     Objections to this request.
     Items for the next meeting - Annual Financial Reviews.  Emergency Plan.  To consider replacement of 

     plaque for Ewart Evans.
17.
     Public Forum
             There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:50pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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