MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND JULY 2025 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)







Cllr Graham Atkinson



Cllr Karen Baker

In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public present.


1. Open Public Forum

There were no comments from the members of the public present.
2. To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Oakley, Cllr Cooke, Cllr Cutting and Cllr Pictor.  Cllr Herring was not present.

3. To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest

There were none.


3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations

None received.
4. Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid

County Cllr Reid had sent his apologies. A written report had been received and was to be circulated.
5. Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson


District Cllr Wilson was not present.  No written report had been received.
6. Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
PCC – Cllr Baker reported that an update had been posted in the Village Hall regarding the works to the Church tower. She also reported on the successful Blaxhall festival and enjoyable quiz held in the evening.

BCOS – Eve Rosser reported there was nothing to report.

Tree Warden – Joy Shaw had sent her apologies.  The Parish Clerk read the report as follows:-
I did thank Will Brice of New Shoots for sending out plant to clean and sweep the roads after a recent storm and flood and did note that where new hedges have been planted the banks are reinforced preventing flooding, but water still runs off field entrances.  I asked Will if he would like to do more 
hedge planting.

On this note I saw a couple of tractors take a short cut over the banks recently and asked them not to do this as it creates new field entrances, that the parish council had asked New Shoots not to do, which in turn causes flooding into the roads and people's homes.  They seemed to understand this and take on board.

7. To approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on 7th May 2025

A copy of the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 7th May 2025 had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Atkinson, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes could be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
8. To consider any matters arising from the Annual General Meeting held on 7th May 2025

The Parish Clerk reported she had circulated details of the surveys being undertaken by Sizewell C on the Big Common.
9. Parish Clerk's Report
The Parish Clerk reported the Parish Council had been selected as part of a 5% random audit from the Rural Payments Agency to which she confirmed had now been satisfactorily completed.
It was agreed the Parish Clerk would email councillors for dates for the walk around the Big Common with SWT as discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting.
The Parish Clerk advised that transferring to online payments with Barclays was ongoing but she now had all the changes to the mandate required so she hoped this would be completed soon.

The Parish Clerk reported she had been contacted by the Fit Villages Team to see if Blaxhall may be interested in them trying to arrange some fitness classes in the Village Hall.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with the Fit Villages Team and report back.
Finally, the Parish Clerk confirmed she had contacted the British Heart Foundation regarding the funding for a defibrillator and advised the next round of funding was due to open soon whereby she would apply for funding for a defibrillator and unlocked cabinet.
10. Parish Council Business


10.1 – Parish Council Co-option


This item was deferred to the September meeting.

10.2 – Installation of Wi-Fi in the Village Hall and to consider a contribution made towards costs


It was approved that the Parish Council would pay 50% of the costs, to be confirmed by the Chairman.

10.3 – To consider the draft Emergency Plan


This item was deferred until the September meeting.

11. Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments 

etc. & to consider any actions required 

11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update


The Chairman reported that Derek Keeble had been contracted by SCC to carry out clearance on the roads after flooding and heavy rainfall.
12. Planning Matters

12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting) 
       None received.
12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at discretion of the Chairman) 


None received.

12.3 - Update on Existing Applications 

Planning Ref: DC/25/1490/FUL
Proposal: Retrospective Application - Continued use of summer house as ancillary guest accommodation.


Address: Holly Tree Cottage, Langham Road, Blaxhall

The Parish Council had No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by ESC to date.
13. Finance

Bank Balances as at 31/5/2025: A/C 10796573 - £6,305.52, A/C 90184039 - £8,717.55


Income Received since last meeting

None received.

13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


Jo Peters – June'25 Salary - £288.75

13.2 - Payments to be Approved:- 


Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) - £35.51

Shane Pictor (Newsletter Printing) - £79.00 

Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Atkinson.  All in Favour.
14. Correspondence

None received.
15. Chairman's Notices

Parish Council matters were covered during the meeting.

Village Hall – The Chairman reported on the recent Summer Ball and advised numbers were down from last year but it was still a very enjoyable evening and £700 was raised.  He reported that a donation is coming from Graham Barker and family for a seat to be sited on the playing field and this would be sited very soon.  He advised the committee were still looking into quotes for the external and internal paint work required.
16. Questions/comments/items for the next meeting

Parish Council Co-option and update on Wi-Fi.

17. Public Forum

There were no comments from the members of the public present.

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the members of the public and council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:10pm.

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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