MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2021
AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Karen Baker


Cllr Jonathan Cutting
        In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present
1. Open Public Forum
       A member of the public present raised concerns regarding tractors and large trailers and the effect these 

       were having on the roads, verges and on the village in general.  She advised Fir Tree Farm had 1500 
       acres of sweetcorn growing across Suffolk and during September and October this was brought into 
       Blaxhall via extremely large tractors and trailers which was causing traffic concerns and safety issues to 
       both pedestrians and cyclists.  The member of the public also reported during the October half term  
       some visitors staying at the Youth Hostel found such a large amount of sand was left on the road from 
       tractor traffic that it was unsafe for himself and his family to cycle to Snape.
       The member of the public stated a local resident had informed her that some time ago there had been a 

       request for this processing site to be moved to Sutton but the request had been refused by East Suffolk 

       Council.  She advised she felt this request should be followed up again.  The Chairman thanked the 

       member of the public for her comments and confirmed he was not aware of the request in respect of 

       moving this site to Sutton and advised he felt this matter could be investigated.  He advised the Parish 
       Council were aware of the concerns regarding tractors within the village and just recently a letter had 
       been sent to all local farmers asking them to remind their drivers to drive more carefully and he reported 

       he felt this letter had had a positive effect on the drivers as in his view they were driving more safely and 

       with caution.
       The Chairman stated Blaxhall was a farming village and there was no way to stop these vehicles coming 

       through the village but the Parish Council could continue to mitigate with the local farmers to manage 

       this ongoing issue.  The member of the public stated she agreed with the Chairman but due to the 
       amount of tractor traffic coming through the village could this now be classed as haulage.  Cllr Cutting 
       advised this would be tricky to prove to which he provided details.  He raised concerns regarding the 

       width of the roads and stated that any sand on the road should be cleared by the farmers as agreed this 

       was extremely dangerous for cyclists. 
       Cllr Oakley stated if Fir Tree Farm’s use had increased did they legally require consent and asked if 
       there was an assessment that could be carried out to see if what they were doing requires further consent.   

       The Chairman confirmed various consents had been granted over the years.  Cllr Oakley suggested the

       Parish Council could check the correct consent had been granted for usage and also make enquires as to     

       why the request to move this site to Sutton had been turned down previously.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Anderson, Pictor and Herring.
               The Chairman reported Maggie Jennings had resigned from the Parish Council and Village Hall/Playing 

               Field Committee.  On behalf of the Council he offered sincere thanks to Maggie for all her hard work 

               carried out whilst serving as a councillor and stated she would be sadly missed.  Action – Chairman to 

               write formal letter of thanks to Maggie Jennings.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
       County Cllr Andrew Reid was not present.  No written report had been received.
5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

               District Cllr Herring had sent apologies.  No written report had been received.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations     

       BCOS - Cllr Oakley reported there would be a Village Meeting held on 20th November 2021 in the 

       Village Hall with an aim to get residents views on what would be best for Stone Common now that 

       BCOS had been transferred the ownership of this along with the Stone Common Allotments.  He also

       provided details of recent work carried out by BCOS.  The Chairman advised when the deal to transfer 

       this land was first talked about the Parish Council were not informed and the first he had heard about it 
       was in the Pub.  He stated he did not feel the Parish Council had been kept adequately informed 
       throughout the transfer process.  Cllr Oakley agreed communications weren’t great between the two 
       organisations but stated he felt this statement was incorrect and confirmed he had reported at the last 
       council meeting the land transfer had now been signed.  The Chairman stated in his view he still felt the 

       Parish Council could have been better informed in respect of such important matters.
      Cllr Oakley agreed he also felt communications could be better and advised he had attempted to 
      encourage BCOS members to come to Council meetings.  It was agreed he would send an email 
      regarding any important matters going forward via the Parish Clerk.  Concerns were also raised that the 
      Parish Council did not receive a copy of the BCOS minutes.  Cllr Oakley confirmed these were on their 
      website.  The Chairman stated when BCOS had been set up it had been agreed the Parish Council would 
      be sent copies of the minutes but to date this had not happened.  Action – Parish Clerk to write to the

      Eve Rosser, Secretary of BCOS to request copies of all minutes are sent via herself to the Council.

      Tree Warden – Cllr Oakley reported on behalf of the Tree Warden, as follows:-

      100m of Hedgerow plants, canes and guards have been ordered for delivery towards the end of 
      November, for planting on Stone Common and next to the footpath on land belonging to the Forge.    I 
      am also waiting for a response from Mr Kerr, who may be interested in hedge-planting.

      Mr & Mrs Thorne at Stone Barns, are buying their own hedging plants, and have ordered 100 trees 
      through the tree warden scheme.

      Ray Herring has kindly offered some trees on his meadow to be dug up and replanted this Autumn 
      before the meadow is cut.  Whilst this is permitted by the tree warden network, I checked with Swanns 
      Nursery, a commercial business must have plant health certification checked by Defra.   I have written 
      to Langmead and hope that they may be interested in planting some trees once the new reservoir is 
      completed.   

      With regards to the veteran trees along station road, Ray Herring, may be able to advise who to approach 
      regarding maintenance.

      Has the Parish Council any views on the hedge removed as part of ditch maintenance on Mill Common 
      regarding contacting landowner with a view to allowing the hedge to regenerate or replant?    


      Tunstall and Rendlesham 10-year plan, I went to the Tunstall Parish Council meeting, it appears Tunstall   

      does not currently have a tree warden, but I am encouraging them to appoint one so we can work together 
      on some projects.
       It was agreed the Parish Council supported planting of new hedges and would be keen to see hedge 
       planting on the Pub side of the road going towards Tunstall.  Action – Parish Clerk to respond to the 

       Tree Warden.
       The Chairman thanked Cllr Oakley for this report and stated the Tree Warden reports were now much 
       more improved and were appreciated by the Council.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st September 2021
A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were proposed for Approval by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
8.            To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 1st September 2021
       The Chairman reported further to the last meeting Cllr Cutting had compiled a letter to the Head of 

       Suffolk County Highways regarding various highways matters relating to Blaxhall.  This letter was 
       Unanimously Approved by the Council.  Action – Clerk to forward to SCC.
       Letter to farmers update – The Chairman confirmed the letter had been sent but not many responses 

       had been received.  The Chairman confirmed he had since liaised with 3 local farmers and the 20mph
       signs would be ordered soon and sited around the village during busy harvest times.  Cllr Cutting stated 
       there were still near misses occurring within the village but this isn’t just in respect of speeding tractors 
       and he felt the letter to the farmers should have been aimed at all residents and not just the farmers.  

       There was a discussion regarding the proposed 20mph signs it was agreed the signs to be erected should 
       not be aimed at tractors and should state “20mph – Please Drive Carefully” and the signs should be of 
       a more solid structure and could be permanently sited in the relevant locations where speeding is 
       frequently carried out.  It was agreed this matter should be an agenda item at the next meeting for further 
       discussion in respect of the correct sign and wording.  Action – Parish Clerk to apply for £500 from 
       Cllr Herring’s ECB towards these signs.  Parish Clerk to liaise with County Cllr Reid in respect of 
       funding available from his Highways budget towards this project.   

 9.            Parish Clerk's Report
       The Parish Clerk asked would the Parish Council like her to investigate getting WIFI installed in the 
       Village Hall via funding through ESC’s Community Partnership fund.  It was Unanimously Agreed the
       Parish Clerk should look into options and costings and would also bring this matter up at the next Village 
       Hall/Playing Field Committee meeting.  Action – Agenda item at January meeting.
10.
      Parish Council Business
      10.1 - Stone Common Noticeboard 
      The Chairman confirmed this noticeboard was in desperate need of repair.  It was suggested restoration 
      of the existing board could be carried out.  The Parish Clerk reported her partner had recently carried out 

      restoration of the noticeboards at Butley and Capel St Andrew to which she gave details.  It was 

      RESOLVED that Aaron Rose would carry out restoration of the Stone Common noticeboard
      10.2 - Proposals for a replacement Parish Council website - Cllr Cutting to report on 
      Cllr Cutting advised he did not have anything to report on this matter at present.  Cllr Oakley reported 
      BCOS were in the process of getting a new website and suggested the Parish Council could have a look 
      at this to see if it was user friendly and cost effective.  Action – Cllr Cutting to liaise with BCOS and 

      report back at January meeting.  
   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       Nothing to report.  

      12.        Planning Matters
      12.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3518/FUL 

      Proposal: Erection of new stable and storage block.

      Address: Stable Buildings Land and Buildings at Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall
      It was RESOLVED the Parish Council would Object to this application in line with the Objections 

      already submitted in respect of the previous application. 
      12.2 To consider any applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the Chairman)
      There were none.

      12.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3841/FUL & DC/21/3842/Listed Building Consent (LBC)
      Proposal: Listed Building Consent - Replace two windows and section of wall between with bi folding 
      doors.
      Address: Gorse Farm, Farnham Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.
      Planning Ref: DC/21/3518/FUL
      Proposal: Erection of new stable and storage block and creation of a fenced menage.
      Address: Stable Buildings, Land and Buildings at Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council Objected to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3899/FUL
      Proposal: Erection of detached cart lodge garage and workshop. (Alternative design to that previously     

      approved under planning application DC/16/4696/FUL).
      Address: 7 School Road, Blaxhall      

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC  

      with 3 Conditions.

 13.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 30/9/21: A/C 10796573 - £9,085.75, A/C 90184039 - £4,728.42


      Income Received since last meeting
       

      Bank Interest £0.23


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-

      BHIB – Parish Council Insurance Renewal - £356.03


      Shane Pictor – Newsletter - £59.00





      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £93.48

      Open Spaces Society (Annual Subscription) - £45.00

      HMRC (PAYE) - £162.20

      Chris Knott Insurance (Allotments) - £131.13

      It was agreed BCOS would have to take responsibility for their own insurance for Stone Common 

      Allotments from next year.

      The Chairman asked what the subscription included for the Open Spaces Society.  The Parish Clerk gave 

      details regarding the magazine received and it was agreed this should be put on the Parish Council’s 

      website going forward.  It was also agreed this matter would be considered at the budget meeting as 

      going forward BCOS may take on this subscription.
      Approval for the above payments was proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in 

      Favour.      

      The Parish Clerk reported she would be carrying out the accounts via an accountancy software package to 
      which she gave details and confirmed there would be no cost to the Parish Council.  The Parish Clerk 
      confirmed she had received the Precept Tax Base letter from ESC and confirmed the 2022/23 Tax Base 

      (No. of Band D equivalent properties) was slightly higher to which she gave details and confirmed the 

      Approval of the 2022/23 budget and setting of the Parish Precept would be agreed at the January Parish 

      Council meeting.
14.
      Correspondence
14.1 – SCC - Lorry Route Map Review in Suffolk 
A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Clerk gave details of the correspondence received and confirmed Town & Parish Councils could submit up to 3 concerns in respect of issues relating to lorry routes.  It was agreed that Sat Nav routes and narrow roads not suitable for HGV’s should be raised.  Action – Parish Clerk to ask if there is a map for Blaxhall.
              14.2 - Katch bus east of Wickham Market – To consider correspondence received 
A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish Clerk gave details of the correspondence received from a local resident.  It was agreed the Parish Council were extremely in favour for this bus route to come via Blaxhall.  Action – Parish Clerk to respond to local resident and request the Katch bus comes via Blaxhall.
14.3 – Tunstall and Rendlesham Forest Ten Year Plan 
Cllr Oakley reported the Tree Warden felt more consultation was needed and advised Tunstall Parish Council were trying to organize a meeting with the Forestry Commission at Tunstall Community Centre for Parish Councils to attend in respect of this matter. 
15.        Chairman's Notices
      Parish Council – Nothing to report.
      Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported funding for the play area was still being looked

      into.  He confirmed the next Committee meeting would be held on 9th November 2021.  Finally, the

      Chairman confirmed the Xmas Party would be held on Saturday 11th December 2021
      16.        Any other matters arising
      There were none.
17.         Questions/comments/items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th January 2022
      Speed Signs, Website, WIFI in Village Hall, Approval of 2022/23 Budget and to set the Parish Precept.
18.
Public Forum 


There were no questions from the member of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the member of the public and Council Members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:15pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
                              Dated:   .....................................................
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