MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 
3RD SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

         		Present:	Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)	Cllr Mark Oakley
		Cllr Graham Atkinson			Cllr Maira Cooke
		Cllr Karen Baker			Cllr Shane Pictor
Cllr Chris Nottingham (Co-opted)	Cllr Jon Cutting
										     
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk. County Cllr Andrew Reid. Courtney Walsh (Suffolk County Council).  There were 4 members of the public present.
The following item was moved by the Chairman to the start of the meeting.
10.3 – To consider the draft Emergency Plan and welcome Courtney Walsh, SCC
The Chairman welcomed Courtney Walsh to the meeting.  Courtney and his colleague gave a 
very informative presentation and provided details on the Resilience and Emergency Response Fund. Questions were taken and the Chairman thanked Courtney for the  presentation. Action - Parish Clerk to request copy of the slides.

Cllr Cooke had circulated the draft Emergency Plan version 2 to which she gave details and advised she just required contact details for missing properties that she hasn't been able to locate. She reported it had been suggested that an Emergency Box could be put together. Cllr Baker congratulated Cllr Cooke on compiling the plan to which the Chairman stated her hard work was much appreciated.

Cllr Cooke confirmed once the plan is complete a booklet would be compiled and circulated to all households. It was agreed the draft Emergency Plan version 2 would be Adopted subject to finalization of the Emergency Box.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Atkinson, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.

1. Open Public Forum
A member of the public raised concerns regarding speeding tractors and the damage to verges they are causing along also with runoff water from the field entrances which is causing sand and water on the road.  A member of the public asked if the Parish Council would re-consider implementing any Quiet Lanes.  County Cllr Reid stated he would be willing to raise the highways concerns with the County Council Engineer.

2. To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from District Cllr Tim Wilson. Cllr Herring was not present.

3. To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
There were none.
3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations 
None received.

4. Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
County Cllr Reid's had submitted a written report and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting and was taken as read. Cllr Cutting stated he felt it was a good incentive that extra bus services had been provided in the local area. The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.

5. Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson
District Cllr Wilson had sent his apologies.  His August report had been provided and circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr Oakley advised within Cllr Wilson's report he mentioned a Nature Enhancing Incentive to which he suggested the Parish Council could look into or share this with BCOS so they can look into this matter. It was agreed this information would be shared with BCOS. Action - Cllr Oakley to circulate information to BCOS.

6. Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden 
BCOS – Cllr Baker reported there had been a meeting on 23rd August and they had discussed matters relating to Stone Common and Jaspers Pightle.  She advised that a Work Party would be held to clear bracken and a litter pick may be held in October.  Cllr Baker reported discussions were taking place regarding a possible stall to be set up for excess vegetables from allotment holders.  Finally, she advised the Trustees were very grateful for the £200 donation received from the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Baker for the report.

Joy Shaw asked had the Parish Council applied for some Spring bulbs and if ESC were not going to supply these then she suggested perhaps the Parish Council could fund some bulbs.
Tree Warden – Joy Shaw advised she had been in touch with Will from New Shoots regarding hedge planting and she had asked them to not create any more new field entrances. She advised that she had thanked Will for the hedging planted as she feels these are now strengthening the bank.  Finally, Joy reported Stone Common and the Church are having sheep grazing.

7. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd July 2025
 A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd July 2025 had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Atkinson, Seconded by Baker.  4 in Favour, 3 Abstentions. It was agreed the minutes could be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.

8. To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd July 2025 
There were none.

9. Parish Clerk's Report 
The Parish Clerk reported funding had been received from District Cllr Wilson and County Cllr Reid for the replacement of the grit bin at Mill Common and this was due to be sited within the next week and would be filled by SCC.   She reported on the set up of online banking and provided details regarding the process of being able to carry out BACS payments and reported this matter was still ongoing.

10. Parish Council Business 
10.1 – Parish Council Co-option
The Chairman welcomed Chris Nottingham to the meeting. The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Chris to give a brief statement as to why he would like to join the Parish Council. Chirs provided a brief statement and the Chairman asked Chris to leave the room.  
The Chairman Proposed the Parish Council should co-opt Chris Nottingham, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  The Chairman welcomed Chris Nottingham to the council and reconvened the meeting.
10.2 – Installation of Wi-Fi in the Village Hall update
The Chairman gave an update and reported on the recent conversation that he had had with BT and advised this matter had not progressed any further to date.  Cllr Cutting informed the meeting that BT were looking to install fibre within the village to which he gave details. 
10.3 – To consider the draft Emergency Plan and welcome Courtney Walsh, SCC
This item was taken at the start of the meeting.
10.4 – Purchase of a defibrillator update
The Clerk gave details regarding the recent funding application to British Heart Foundation (BHF) not being successful and reported the BHF had sent a reduced price for a defibrillator. Action – Parish Clerk to apply for funding from SZC community fund.  Cllr Oakley asked if the Parish Council had discussed spending some of its funds on a defibrillator if necessary.  The Chairman provided clarification and confirmed if funding was not available this discussion would then be held.  Cllr Cooke advised Neil Flowers would be happy to carry out defibrillator training.

11. Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments etc. & to consider any actions required
11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update
Cllr Cutting advised that no further meetings had been held with New Shoots.  Cllr Atkinson reported there was a damaged telegraph pole and wall by Garden Cottage which he suspected had been caused by a speeding tractor.  Concerns were raised regarding speeding tractors due to harvest time and it was agreed that if necessary this matter could be raised with the local farmers. Cllr Pictor suggested it would be useful if tractors could have a sign on the back of their tractors giving their contact details so if any were driving irresponsibly drivers could contact the relevant farmer.  

Cllr Oakley suggested the Parish Council could consider a 20mph limit being implemented to which there was a brief discussion and it was felt currently roads within Blaxhall would not meet the criteria to get a 20mph speed limit but when the new School was built there may be a chance to get this along this stretch of road but any other speeding matters were really a matter for the police.  Cllr Cutting raised concerns regarding tractors using a circular route via Tunstall.  Cllr Pictor stated at the next meeting with New Shoots speeding tractors should most definitely be raised along with new field entrances again to ask have they carried out what they agreed to do with respect to the particular entrance as raised by the member of the public at the start of the meeting.

Cllr Oakley asked what New Shoots had committed to carry out in respect to the new field entrance as raised by the member of the public and if necessary he felt County Cllr Reid’s offer of getting the engineer out to assess this should be taken up.  Cllr Cutting and Cllr Pictor provided clarification and confirmed New Shoots had advised they would try and move one or two entrances and advised a full report was sent out to all councillors following the last meeting with New Shoots.  Action – Report to be re-circulated.


Cllr Oakley advised that New Shoots require consent from the County Council to open up any new field entrances and asked for clarification on what would be asked of New Shoots so the Parish Council could determine if an SCC Engineer should be asked to get involved to check the correct processes are being carried out.  The Parish Clerk gave details of what would be discussed at the next meeting with New Shoots, as above.  Action – Chairman, Cllr Atkinson and Cllr Pictor to attend a further meeting with New Shoots.

12. Planning Matters
12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
None received.
12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at discretion of the Chairman)
None received. 
12.3 - Update on Existing Applications
Planning Ref: DC/25/1490/FUL
Proposal: Retrospective Application - Continued use of summer house as ancillary guest accommodation. 
Address: Holly Tree Cottage, Langham Road, Blaxhall
There were No Objections to this application. This application has been Granted by ESC with 3 Conditions.

13. Finance
Bank Balances as at 31/7/2025: A/C 10796573 - £6,326.47, A/C 90184039 - £5,497.69 Income Received since last meeting
None received.
13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-
Jo Peters – August'25 Salary - £288.75 
HMRC – PAYE (Parish Clerk - Quarterly) - £216.40
13.2 - Payments to be Approved:-
Jo Peters – (Expenses – 2 months) - £49.03
Jo Peters – Back pay due to increase in NALC SCP Salary Scales - £63.60
Shane Pictor – Newsletter - £89.00
Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker. All in Favour. 
13.3 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal
The Parish Clerk had tabled details of quotations sought. It was Resolved the Parish Council would renew their annual policy with Community Action Suffolk at the premium of £408.66.

14. Correspondence
None received.

15. Chairman's Notices
Parish Council matters were covered during the meeting. 
Village Hall/Playing Field Committee – The Chairman confirmed painting has been started 
on the outside of the hall and this was going well and would be completed within the next few weeks. He advised the inside of the hall painting would not commence until a little later than expected.
The Chairman reported the fete had been a very successful event and raised around £3900 which would be split between Blaxhall Church and the Village Hall.  Finally, he confirmed the Christmas Party would be held on Saturday 13th December 2025.

16. Questions/comments/items for the next meeting
 None raised.

17. Public Forum 
There were no comments from the members of the public present.

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the members of the public and council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:25pm.




Signed: ........................................... Chairman		 Dated: .....................................................
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