



MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH JULY 2023 AT  7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker

Cllr Graham Atkinson




Cllr Mark Oakley

Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring 



       
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present and District Cllr 

               Tim Wilson
1. Open Public Forum

There were no comments from the member of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Pictor.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

County Cllr Reid had sent his apologies.  A written report had been submitted and had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  This report was taken as read.
5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson 
District Cllr Wilson introduced himself and introductions were given.  He reported on his activities to date and provided details of his portfolio positions held.  The Chairman thanked District Cllr Wilson for his introduction.  Cllr Cutting asked would District Cllr Wilson have any involvement with local buses.  District Cllr Wilson confirmed this was the responsibility of SCC but advised the KATCH service has recently been brought by ESC and this service will continue to run.  The Parish Clerk reported she was aware that Blaxhall was now not part of this route.  The Chairman provided further details and District Cllr Wilson advised he would look into as to why Blaxhall had been removed from the route.
Cllr Oakley asked would District Cllr Wilson be involved in any highways issues.  District Cllr Wilson confirmed these responsibilities remain with SC Highways.

The Chairman asked could the recycling bin take more recyclable products as presently the items you can put into this bin is quite limited.  District Cllr Wilson confirmed this matter was certainly being looked into by officers at ESC.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
Tree Warden – Joy Shaw had sent apologies.  The Parish Clerk read the following report:-

       Thankfully this year is not as hot and dry as last year (so far), so I have not asked people en masse to 
       water trees and hedges yet, although we did have a dry hot (record breaking) June, which has effectively 
       cooked some of the leaves and seems to be a feature of our climate now.  After last night's deluge 
       everything is well watered and Station Road flooded.

       We have plans to replace the Queen's oak on the playing field in the Autumn and have another tree for 
       the coronation we can plant too.  We have been awarded daffodils also to plant.  As I apply for hedging 
       to plant in the Winter, we are looking for sites for planting with the permission of landowners.  The 
       verges and banks are related to the role of tree warden as the planting of hedges will impact on these – 
       may I suggest that the PC consider adopting a Plant Life Policy - the good verge guide.
       Norse adopt "No Mow May", to allow wildflowers to bloom and wildlife to go through the juvenile 
       stage.  This year in May Langmead/New Shoots carried out a "scalping" low cut of the banks in May,
       followed by Keebles cutting them again in June, also in places the blades were very low cutting into the 
       earth, all vegetation being mulched twice in quick succession.  Alexanders was rife this year and we also 
       get bracken but I consider bank cutting can be more sympathetic to wildlife as a green corridor around 
       the village.

       I did have a word with one of the Landmead/New Shoots tractor drivers asking them not to drive over 
       the banks as they were damaging the hedge at the time, also not to create a new field entrance at Church 
       crossroads.  Will at New Shoots agreed on not creating a new field entrance at Church crossroads, but 
       the tractor drivers continue to short cut at this point.

       As a resident concerned about the damage to the banks and flooding in the village, I would appreciate 
       support from the Parish Council in discussing with Will at Langmead/New Shoots to take care around 
       the banks and ask him not to create new field entrances.  In my personal opinion, they have huge fields, 
       and therefore need huge machinery, that requires skilled drivers and turning space on the field so that 
       they can tend to the crops without having to drive over the banks.  Maintaining a good working 
       relationship with Langmead/New Shoots I think is important, and in the whole I think the drivers have 
       been quite considerate to other road users so far this year, so I do think as a company they are trying, but 
       the message needs to get across to the individual tractor drivers who do not live in the village.
       Cllr Herring advised in his view the No Mow May policy was not always beneficial to which he  

       provided details.  Cllr Oakley advised that felt the Parish Council should look into the points raised by 
       the Tree Warden as she had requested them to do so.  The Chairman stated he felt the Tree Wardens 
       comments related to environment matters and discussions were already in place with Langmead/New 
       Shoots regarding the matters raised within the Tree Wardens report and if the Tree Warden had further 

       queries she would be more than welcome to attend a further meeting.
       Blaxhall Youth Hostel – The Chairman advised the Youth Hostel was up for sale.

       Blaxhall Ship Inn – The Chairman reported the pub was under new management which seemed to be 
       going well.  He advised the pub was busy and was now being used by many more locals.

       BCOS – The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Andrew Derrick to report on behalf of BCOS.  

       Andrew reported they had held their AGM and they continued to manage the 2 sites and also carry out 
       litter picks.  He advised their big issue related to their income and the payment required to pay their 

       insurance premium.  The Chairman thanked Andrew for the report and reconvened the meeting.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 10th May 2023
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the 

minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
8.
Matters arising from the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 10th May 2023
       There were none.
9.            Parish Clerk's Report

The Parish Clerk reported she had received an email from Zoe Botten, Community Relations Manager 

               for Sizewell C to ask if she and her colleague Richard Knight could attend the November meeting 

               regarding matters relating to Sizewell C.  It was agreed they would be invited to attend and the meeting 

               would commence at the earlier time of 7:00pm.
       The Parish Clerk advised she had been approached by a local resident who would like to stand for co-
       option.  It was agreed a co-option would be held at the September Parish Council meeting.
10.
      Parish Council Business

      10.1 – To consider matters relating to BCOS – Cllr Oakley to report     

      Cllr Oakley gave details regarding the connection between BCOS and the Parish Council and the aims of 
      BCOS and why it was formed.  He also reported on their current financial situation and advised he felt 
      that going forward the Parish Council and BCOS could work much more closely together and asked if the 
      Parish Council would allow BCOS to cover the litter pick under the Parish Councils insurance policy as 
      since carrying these out their insurance renewal costs had increased significantly.  
      He also asked would the Parish Council consider giving BCOS a donation towards costs to cut the 
      bracken.

      The Chairman stated he felt the Parish Council and BCOS were working much more closely now and 
      praised BCOS and its members.  It was agreed the litter picks could be carried out under the Parish 

      Councils insurance policy remit and the request for a donation towards the bracken cutting costs would 

      be considered as a formal agenda item at the next meeting.  Cllr Oakley suggested BCOS could submit a 
      paper for consideration ahead of the next meeting.  
      Cllr Cutting asked what would happen to the land managed by BCOS if they were to disband.  The 

      Chairman advised concerns were raised regarding this matter when BCOS was formed to which he gave 

      details and confirmed it was felt if BCOS was ever to disband the Parish Council should be able to step in 

      and apply for ownership of the land.  Cllr Oakley confirmed the land was held by the Charity 
      Commission in trust for the charity to which he gave details and confirmed going forward it was hoped 

      there would be a long standing BCOS continuity from the Parish Council as this formed part of their

      Constitution .  On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked BCOS for all their hard work and 
      advised they were an excellent contribution to the village.
   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                etc. & to consider any actions required
      Field Entrances – Cllr Cutting stated tractors were still using new entrances and felt that New Shoots 

      needed to be contacted as the Parish Council was not in favour of any new entrances.  Action – Cllr 

      Cutting to liaise with Will from New Shoots.
      Cllr Cutting asked should the Parish Council consider putting implementation of a Plant Life Policy on 

      the agenda for the next meeting.  The Chairman advised that some matters raised within the Tree 
      Wardens report should not have been included within this report and following discussion it was felt she 
      should be asked to come to the next meeting to discuss these items.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with 

      the Tree Warden.
      11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update – To consider date for meeting to discuss this 
      matter with Suffolk County Council Highway representative and local farmers/residents and issues 
      to be considered. 

      The Parish Clerk had circulated a list of available dates and the Chairman suggested that this meeting 

      should be led by Cllr Cutting and Cllr Pictor.  It was agreed the most suitable date was Thursday 3rd 
      August and the Chairman urged Parish Council members to attend the MS Teams meeting. 

      Cllr Oakley asked that as members of the public had expressed concerns regarding certain areas within 
      Blaxhall where problems continuously arise that these areas should be addressed.  Cllr Herring asked 

      would local farmers/landowners be asked to attend this meeting.  It was agreed that just Parish Council 
      members would attend this meeting and that Cllr Pictor and Cllr Cutting would pin point on a map the 
      problem areas and compile a spreadsheet that would be sent to SC Highways prior to the MS Teams 
      meeting to be held.  It was agreed that following this meeting the outcome would then be discussed with 
      local landowners and residents and the outcome would be reported on at the September meeting.  Cllr 
      Herring suggested an agenda should be compiled for this meeting.  Action – Cllr Cutting to compile a 

      agenda and circulate prior to the meeting. 


    12.          Planning Matters
                    12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
       None received

       12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
       Chairman)

       None received.
       12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

       Planning Ref: DC/23/1143/FUL

       Proposal: Change of form to existing incidental building. The use of the building will remain as 
       incidental to the host dwelling.

       Address: Blackstock Barn, Station Road, Blaxhall
       The Parish Council Objected to this application due to the lack of information supplied.  No decision 
       has been made by ESC, to date.

       Planning Ref: DC/22/0309/FUL 

       Address: The Willows, Mill Common, Blaxhall

       Proposal: Retrospective Application - A private garden studio for a professional artist to 

       facilitate working from home. 29.5m2 single-storey wooden building comprising 2 areas for 
       painting and wax-work.  The outbuilding is at the bottom of the garden with a dual pitch roof 
       and skylight.  Windows only on the North face, no windows on the other 3 sides (to comply with 
       neighbour requests). 
       The Parish Council recommended if the application is Granted and the structure is permitted to remain 
       that a condition should be allocated within the consent stating that the roof be painted or covered in a 
       way that would be acceptable to the neighbours.  Cllr Oakley Abstained from commenting in respect of 
       this application. 

       This application has been Granted by ESC with 2 Conditions.

13.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 31/5/2023: A/C 10796573 - £9,106.05, A/C 90184039 - £5,077.28


       Income Received since last meeting



       None


       13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


       Jo Peters – June Salary - £251.13



       13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

       Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £63.37

       HMRC (PAYE – 1st Quarter) - £187.80

       Shane Pictor (Newsletter Printing) - £64.00

      Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.
14.
      Correspondence
      Cllr Cutting reported that Blaxhall.co.uk website domain suppliers had been in touch and they had asked 
      for £200.00 for the Parish Council to purchase this domain to which he gave details and provided reasons 
      as to why the Parish Council should buy this website domain.  Following discussion, it was agreed that 
      £100.00 would be a preferrable amount but as Cllr Cutting felt this would be beneficial for the village the 

      Chairman proposed the Parish Council should buy this domain at the cost of £200.00 or less with 
      negotiation, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.
15.        Chairman's Notices
      Parish Council – These had been covered.
      VH/PF Committee – The Chairman reported the Summer Ball was a very successful event and advised 
      that the profit made was £900.00 and he confirmed this would be put towards the new play area fund.  He 

      reported that grants for the new play equipment would now restart to be applied for and it was hoped that 

      some grant funding would be available so this project could commence soon.  The Chairman advised that 

      he was still trying to obtain some quotes for re-painting of inside the hall.  He reported the Church 
      Festival had taken place and it was nice to see co-operation between the two organisations and this had 

      proved to be a very enjoyable event.  Finally, he confirmed the fete would be held on Saturday 12th 

      August.  Cllr Baker advised she had received at request at the Church Festival for the clock in the Village 

      Hall to possibly be replaced.  The Chairman advised the clock had been donated and advised this matter 
      could be raised at next VH/PF meeting.
16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday  2023
      Parish Council Co-option, to consider a donation to BCOS towards Bracken Cutting, Parish Council 

      Insurance Renewal and outcome of meeting held with SC Highways.
17.
      Public Forum
      There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:00pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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