MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 7TH JANUARY 2026 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

         		Present:	Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)	
		Cllr Karen Baker			Cllr Ray Herring
Cllr Chris Nottingham 			Cllr Jon Cutting
				     
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public present.
1. Open Public Forum
A member of the public advised she was aware there was a new scheme at Suffolk County Council for 20mph speed limits. She reported if the Parish Council felt Quiet Lanes would not be viable in the village then she wondered if speed humps could work as they do in surrounding villages to prevent speeding. The Chairman thanked the member of the public for her comments.
2. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Oakley, Cllr Atkinson and Cllr Pictor.  Cllr Cooke was not present.

3. To receive declarations of interest regarding matters on this agenda
There were none
		3.1 – To consider any dispensations 
None received.

4. Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been received and circulated to all councillors.  This was taken as read.

5. Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson 
Apologies had been received from District Cllr Wilson.  A written report had been received and circulated to all councillors.  This was taken as read.

6. Reports from Village Organisations
BCOS – A representative from BCOS reported fortnightly work parties are being held.  She 
advised they had received some funding from ESC for some sheep hurdles to be used with the sheep grazing on Stone Common. Finally, she confirmed that a Wassai is due to be held on 25th January to which she gave details. 
PCC – Joy Shaw reported most of the stone work at the Church has been completed.  She reported on the works being carried out and advised works are progressing well and the Church will need to hold discussions regarding works required to the bells.
Tree Warden – Joy Shaw reported the daffodils had now been planted. She offered thanks to 
all those involved in the recent work party and advised she is continuing to plant hedges and is always looking for places to plant. The Chairman thanked representatives for their reports.





7. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th November 2025
The Parish Clerk offered thanks to Cllr Cutting for taking these minutes.  A copy of the draft minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2025 had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Nottingham. All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      8.	To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 12th November 2025
	Cllr Cutting asked had Derek Keeble been asked to clear the grips within the village as it was suggested at the last meeting it would be beneficial to have a formal agreement in place.  Action – It was agreed an update would be given at the next meeting and the Chairman would  liaise regarding the contract as this would be paid work.
	8.1 – Emergency Plan update 
This matter was deferred until the next meeting.

      9.	Parish Clerk’s Report 
Nothing to report.	
    10.	Parish Council Business 	    	 
10.1 – Purchase of a defibrillator update 
The Parish Clerk advised funding is available through London Hearts. The Chairman stated he felt there could be a free source available through charities.  Action – Defer this matter until the next meeting and investigate if free equipment is available.
10.2 - Assertion 10 (AGAR) Regulations – To inform council of new requirements
The Parish Clerk gave details regarding the new regulations and costs involved. Costs for a new .gov.uk website domain and email for the Parish Clerk along with costs to merge the current gmail account were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Baker. All in Favour.

    11. 	Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths & 
             Allotments etc. and to consider any actions required	    
11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update & to consider matters raised at the September Parish Council meeting regarding new field entrances and actions required
Cllr Cutting advised that no further meetings with New Shoots had been held further to the last meeting whereby Cllr Atkinson advised he was willing to arrange a meeting with New Shoots and therefore it was agreed this matter should be deferred until the next meeting when Cllrs Oakley and Atkinson would be present.  The Chairman stated he felt the Parish Council had made great progress with liaising with the local farmers and he wished for this to continue.

	    12.	Planning Matters
12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting) 
Application No: DC/25/4794/OUT
Proposal: Outline Application (all matters reserved) - For a single dwelling on the
land at 2 Heath Walk
Address: 2 Heath Walk, Blaxhall	
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.
12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the Chairman)
None received
12.3 - Update on Existing Applications
Application No.: DC/25/3807/FUL
Proposal: Swimming pool and swimming pool building in garden.
Address: Stone Barns, Station Road, Blaxhall,		
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Approved by ESC with 4 Conditions.
Application No.: DC/25/3669/VOC
Proposal: Variation of Condition No's 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of DC/24/3661/FUL - Change of use from youth hostel (Sui Generis) to education use (Class F1) and provision of refuse and cycle stores within grounds - slightly revised parking layout and revised locations for the refuse and cycle stores - Details of the infrastructure for electric vehicle charging points.
Address: Old School House, School Road, Blaxhall
The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Approved by ESC with 7 Conditions.

    13.	Finance 
           	Bank Balances as at 30/11/2025: A/C 10796573 - £6,347.47, A/C 90184039 - £3,559.75
		Income Received since last meeting	
	None
		13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-
		Jo Peters – December’25 Salary - £297.83
		13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-
Jo Peters – (Expenses (Inc. VH/PF hours – 2 months) - £127.51
Shane Pictor – Newsletter (Printing) - £79.00
Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Herring, All in Favour.
13.3 – To approve Completion of the 2024/25 External Audit 
The Parish Clerk confirmed no matters had come to the attention of the External Auditor.  Approval for the Completion of the 2024/25 External Audit was Proposed by Cllr Nottingham, Seconded by Cllr Herring. All in Favour.
13.4 – To approve the 2026/27 Budget and to set the Parish Precept 
A copy of the draft 2026/27 budget had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Following discussion, it was RESOVLED that that the 2026/27 budget would be Approved and due to the tax base falling for 2026/27 the precept required would be £8,324.15.
 
    14.	Correspondence 
The Parish Clerk reported on correspondence received from Cllr Oakley regarding the new 
SCC 20mph speed limit policy. It was agreed this item would be an agenda item at the next meeting.

    15.	Chairman's Notices 
      	VH/PF – The Chairman reported the Xmas party was very successful.  He advised that a great work party had been held to cut trees/hedges back and to carry out the planting of the daffodil bulbs.  
He suggested that later in the year it could be a good opportunity to have a tour around the village to carry out any small jobs such as cleaning of road signs and highlighting any matters that needed to be reported to SC Highways for attention.

    16.	Questions/comments/items for the next meeting 
 Financial reviews, Emergency Plan update, Purchase of defibrillator update, To consider implementation of a 20mph speed limit. Cleaning of grips contract.

    17.	Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.  

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:50pm.



Signed: ........................................... Chairman		 Dated: .....................................................
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