DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH JANUARY 2022
AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
Cllr Mark Oakley






Cllr Karen Baker


Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring 


Cllr Ken Anderson

        In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Open Public Forum
   
There were no members of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Pictor.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
       County Cllr Andrew Reid was not present.  No written report had been received.
5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

       District Cllr Herring reported it was business as usual at ESC in line with the current COVID 
       restrictions and he confirmed most staff were still working from home.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations     

       BCOS - Cllr Oakley reported the draft minutes of the recent BCOS meeting had been circulated to all 
       Councillors.  He advised a further meeting would be held to discuss the best way to manage the Stone 
       Common allotments going forward to which he gave details and reported there would be no immediate 
       change to the way these allotments were managed.  Cllr Baker reported some hedge plants had been 
       planted at Stone Common.  Cllr Oakley confirmed the next BCOS meeting would be held on Saturday  

       29th January 2022.    

       The Chairman advised he was aware the Allotment Committee were willing to carry on as they had been     

       in respect of the management of the Stone Common allotments and suggested as the Parish Council had 
       management over the allotments he felt they should have a view and his personal feelings were that the 

       management of the allotments should now be split due to BCOS owning the Stone Common site.  Cllr 
       Herring made enquires in respect of the Chairman’s suggestion and asked for clarification as to why the 

       two sites and committees should be split.  The Chairman confirmed he felt the Mill Common allotments   
       were more well used and therefore it was essential they kept up their good reputation.  Cllr Herring 
       stated it was important that all allotments on both sites were being fully utilized.  

       Tree Warden – Cllr Baker reported some tree planting had been carried out over the Xmas period.
       The Chairman thanked Cllrs Oakley and Baker for their reports. 
       Blaxhall Ship – Cllr Anderson reported due to COVID they had reduced their opening hours for food 

       but this was continuously being reviewed and he confirmed they would be remaining open.  He 
       advised a 2-month programme of food orientated events was being put together with the 1st one to be 
       held on Burns Night.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Anderson for his report.

7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd November 2021
A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were proposed for Approval by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  4 in Favour, 2 Abstentions.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
8.            To consider any matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd November 2021
       It was agreed going forward Cllr Oakley would circulate a copy of the BCOS minutes to all Councillors.  
       The Chairman asked Cllr Cutting if he had an update in respect of the village website.  Cllr Cutting 
       suggested this item should be deferred until the next meeting as he had nothing further to report.  The 
       Chairman asked the Parish Clerk to chase a response to the letter sent to SC Highways in respect of  

       matters relating to highways.
 9.           Parish Clerk's Report
       The Parish Clerk reported she had asked if the Katch bus could come via Blaxhall to Snape Maltings 

       and confirmed she would chase this matter up.  She advised the refurbished noticeboard at Stone 

       Common had now been sited.  Thanks to Mr Aaron Rose for carrying out this work were given.

10.
       Parish Council Business
      10.1 – Mill Common Proposal 
       The Chairman reported Mr Pugh had asked if he could meet informally with him in his capacity as 
       Chairman of the Parish Council regarding a proposal for any future development of Mill Common.  He 

       reported Mr Pugh had hoped the Parish Council may approve the development of 4 new homes on  

       School Hill with a further 1 on the corner of Mill Common.  The Chairman confirmed he had advised Mr 
       Pugh that in his view this proposal would not be acceptable as a maximum of 2 homes is what is stated 
       in East Suffolk Council’s Local Plan for Blaxhall.  He confirmed Mr Pugh then revised his proposal to 2 
       homes on School Hill and 1 on the corner of Mill Common.  The Chairman advised this may be more 
       acceptable along with an agreement that these homes were sold to local residents and not turned into 
       holiday lets.  Mr Pugh was in agreement to these proposals and had stated he would carry out 
       whatever necessary legal measures required and had agreed the Parish Council could also have their say 
       on the design and type of new homes to be built.  

       The Chairman advised in his view this was a good proposition for the Council and would prove to be 

       beneficial for the village as Mr Pugh had confirmed he would gift Mill Common and the allotments to 
       the Parish Council.  He confirmed he was personally in favour of this proposal and asked for views from 

       Councillors.  Cllr Baker confirmed it would indeed be beneficial if the Parish Council were gifted Mill  

       Common and the allotments as long as it was only 1 or 2 homes as a maximum that were developed on 

       this land.  Cllr Cutting advised in his view in principle this was a good approach for the village as long 

       as there was a caveat in place that only 2 homes were built and all allotments must remain and any 

       remaining land should not be used for further development.  Cllr Herring stated he was in favour of 

       new homes for local residents but confirmed as he leased land from Mr Pugh he would not be involved 
       in any decision making in respect of this matter.  He advised he would prefer no housing to be

       developed in the centre of Blaxhall and especially not on allotment land and stated his main concern was
       if the Parish Council were supportive of these proposals but the village were against.  Cllr Oakley 
       reported he lived next door to where one of the proposed new homes would be built and advised in his 
       view he felt the applicant would not get planning permission on this land unless the Parish Council were 
       in support of the proposals.  He provided details regarding tax relief options on common land in general 
       and suggested a crowd funding project could be set up so the village could purchase this land from the 

       landowner without the need for development.  Cllr Anderson reported he was not against the proposal 
       and he felt there could be benefits such as securing the common and allotment land but he raised 
       concerns that if planning rules changed a much larger development may be proposed if planning consent 
       for this land was granted.
       Further to this discussion, it was RESOLVED long term options needed to be investigated in respect of 
       this land and the Parish Council required formal legal guidance and should look into understanding  
       planning matters and obtaining a valuation of the land to aim to achieve the best outcome to benefit the 
       village.  Action – Cllr Herring to arrange a meeting with a representative of ESC’s Planning Dept.      

       The Parish Clerk recommended the Chairman should attend this meeting along with another councillor. 
       Cllr Oakley suggested that Mr Pugh should put his proposal formally in writing to the Parish Council.     

       Cllr Cutting suggested once planning advice had been sought then Mr Pugh could be asked to attend a 
       meeting to discuss the proposal and any alternative options for a long-term solution for this land.

       Agreed Actions – Meeting with ESC Planning Dept to be scheduled and the Chairman would ask Mr 
       Pugh to put his proposals in writing.  
   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
       Matters relating to allotments were covered earlier within the meeting.  Cllr Cutting raised concerns 

       regarding sand washing off the fields and blocking up the gullies.  He stated the number of exits from the

       fields could be causing the issue and what was needed was for the water to be slowed down, and to 
       achieve that some crushed concrete at the exits could be worth exploring.  Cllr Cutting suggested the 
       local farmer could be approached with this suggestion as this was a continuous problem in the village.  
       Action - Cllr Cutting to compile a letter to Langmead Farms.  It was also suggested SCC could be 
       asked to clear the pipe that runs down Station Rd and flows into the ditch past Church Cottage.   
 

      12.        Planning Matters

                    12.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)
                    None received 

      12.2 To consider any applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the Chairman)
      None received.
      12.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3518/FUL (updated plans)

      Proposal: Erection of new stable and storage block.

      Address: Stable Buildings Land and Buildings at Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall
      The Parish Council Objected to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC with 8 
      Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3841/FUL & DC/21/3842/Listed Building Consent (LBC)
      Proposal: Listed Building Consent - Replace two windows and section of wall between with bi folding 
      doors.
      Address: Gorse Farm, Farnham Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC 
      with 3 Conditions. 

      Planning Ref: DC/21/3518/FUL
      Proposal: Erection of new stable and storage block and creation of a fenced menage.
      Address: Stable Buildings, Land and Buildings at Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council Objected to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC with 8     

      Conditions.
 13.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 30/11/21: A/C 10796573 - £9,085.75, A/C 90184039 - £3,439.88
      Income Received since last meeting
       

      1.12.21 (not included in above balances) - £11,061.48 – RPA – Big Common


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Peters (Expenses) - £99.43


      Aaron Rose (Restoration of Stone Common Noticeboard) - £720.00


      Shane Pictor – Newsletter - £59.00





      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £35.78

      HMRC (PAYE) - £162.20
      Approval for the above payments was proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.

      13.3 – To Approve the 2022/23 Budget and set the Parish Precept
      A copy of the draft budget was circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Following a brief 

      discussion the 2022/23 budget was proposed for Approval by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  

      All in Favour.  It was also RESOVLED the Parish Precept would be set at £5500.00.
14.
      Correspondence
Nothing to report. 
15.        Chairman's Notices
      Parish Council – Nothing to report.
      Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported the Xmas Party had been a very enjoyable evening 

      and as a result a £800.00 profit had been made, which was the most ever achieved as a result of this 

      event.  He confirmed due to this profit there would be enough funds to buy materials to build a boules 

      pitch and hopefully this work would commence in April to which he advised volunteers would be 
      needed.    
      16.        Any other matters arising
      There were none.
17.         Questions/comments/items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 2nd March 2022
      Financial Reviews, Website, Approval of donations.
18.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the member of the public and Council Members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:20pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
                              Dated:   .....................................................
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