MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2022 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)




Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Karen Baker






Cllr Mark Oakley
        
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Open Public Forum

There were no members of the public present.

2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Herring and Cllr Pictor.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

               County Cllr Reid had sent his apologies.  A written report had been submitted prior to the meeting and 

was circulated to all councillors.  
5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring 
               District Cllr Herring had sent his apologies.  No written report had been submitted.

6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
       Tree Warden – A written report had been submitted by Joy Shaw.  The Parish Clerk read as follows:-

       For the Blaxhall Parish Council meeting as tree warden, I report that the hedging plants and a 
       dozen oak trees for 2022/23 planting season are due to arrive at the end of November, and as 
       they are normally in plugs not bare rooted, they can be planted during the Winter.

       I have agreed with BCOS two work parties open to any volunteers that would like to assist on 
       Tuesday 27 December 2022 and Monday 2 January 2023.
       New Shoots/Langmead have their own programme of planting, which with irrigation is growing 
       well, particularly in front of the new reservoir, and along the green lane, Church Road.  I notice 
       however, that two grassy strips have been removed, at the end of September 2022, in front of 
       the White House and in front of Lime Tree Farm, and on the latter an ancient holly tree grubbed 
       out, but three mature oaks left with the grassy strip intact.  This creates one large L shaped field 
       that now runs from the church crossroads past Lime Tree Farm.  The PC may wish to note the  

       possibility this may increase water runoff and the risk of flooding in the village.  When I get the 
       opportunity, I will mention this to Will at New Shoots to keep under review, as they are now 
       maintaining the ditch on Station Road more regularly, reducing the flooding at that previous

       regular problem point.

       It was also reported in the Summer that a bough had fallen off an oak tree near Acorn Cottage, 
       Farnham Road, and was blocking the road.  New Shoots/Langmead kindly dealt with the fallen 
       bough, Oak trees will often shade out and drop a lower bough, and with the stress of the 
       Summer drought this might have been the cause as the tree otherwise seemed to be coping well 
       and in full leaf.

       I am going to discuss trimming of the ivy on Station Road with Greenwell farms to prevent the 
       veteran oaks being top heavy in Winter gales.  My suggestion is to cut the ivy stem near the 
       ground and allow natural die back, which seems to have been carried out successfully in the 
       past.

       My grateful thanks go out to all of those who watered by hand or farms that irrigated the newly 
       planted trees and hedges, so that many of them have survived in the Summer's drought that 
       would otherwise surely have perished.   I will be checking for losses to be replanted as required.

       If anyone has any tree and hedge issues or knows of areas to be planted, please do get in touch. 
       The Chairman offered thanks to Joy Shaw for sending such a thorough report.

       BCOS – Cllr Baker reported they had met with Neil from Suffolk Coast and Heaths and he is 

       going to produce a working party to plant some hedges along the B1069 as there is lots of 
       gapping along the roadside to which she advised that a trench would need to be dug.  The 

       Chairman asked would the digging of a trench be permitted?  Cllr Baker confirmed that 

       Eve Rosser had made enquires and had found someone willing to carry out this work in 

       November and advised the hedges would be planted during December or January. 
       Stone Common – Cllr Baker reported allotment plots were being cleared and most plots had now been 
       paid for.  She advised there was a big bracken problem on the allotment land and this would require 
       cutting back.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Baker for her report.

7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th September 2022
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Cutting, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  3 in Favour, 1 Abstention.  It was 
               agreed the minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 
8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th September 2022

       Cllr Oakley asked about run-off water issues discussed at the last meeting.  The Chairman 

       advised he had not yet scheduled a meeting with New Shoots/Langmead but confirmed that he

       would schedule this meeting and Councillors would be invited to attend.  Cllr Oakley stated he felt this 

       was a very important issue that should most certainly be followed up.  The Chairman confirmed he 
       would contact New Shoots/Langmead to ask for a suitable date and time to hold this meeting and his 
       aim would be to engage good working partnerships and discuss the Parish Council’s concerns and any 
       possible solutions.  Cllr Cutting volunteered to attend this meeting along with the Chairman.
9.            Parish Clerk's Report

       The Parish Clerk reported she had tabled a list of the 2023 meeting dates for all councillors.  These were 
       Unanimously Approved with the inclusion of the March meeting date being changed to 8th March 2023.

       The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received notification from ESC that if there was to be an Election in 

       Blaxhall in May 2023 this would result in a cost of £799.69 to the Parish Council.

       The Parish Clerk advised the National Association of Local Councils had now produced the updated 

       Salary Scales for Clerks and as a result the Spinal Column points had been increased.  The Parish Clerk 

       gave details of the revised scales and advised which Spinal Column Point her salary would now fall into 
       and confirmed the amount of back dated pay to be paid as the new scales were to be backdated until 
       April 2022 was £138.16.  The Parish Clerk explained each year the Council considers a rise of 1 Spinal 
       Column Point as part of their budget.  The Parish Council Approved Unanimously that this amount 
       should be paid, and it was agreed that this payment should be included within the items to pay at this 
       meeting.
       The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received notification from ESC that the Tax Base (number of homes 

       paying Band D equivalent council tax) in Blaxhall had increased slightly and confirmed this could be 
       taken into account when the Parish Council sets their Precept in January 2023 to which she provided 
       details.
10.
       Parish Council Business

       10.1 – To consider and approve the revised Blaxhall Common Management 

       A copy of the updated Management Agreement with a 5-year term had been circulated to all councillors 

       prior to the meeting.  The updated agreement was Unanimously Approved by the Council, and it was 

       agreed this would be signed and witnessed at this meeting.
   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
      These matters had been considered earlier within the meeting.


    12.          Planning Matters
      12.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      Planning Ref: DC/22/4013/FUL

      Proposal: Proposed extensions and alterations

      Address: Grey Timbers, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  As a matter of observation Cllr Oakley 
      advised the roof to the new double height extension would be higher than the existing.  He reported the 
      apex appeared to be 2ft higher than the ridgeline.     

      12.2 To consider any further applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the 
      Chairman)

      Planning Refs: DC/22/4009/FUL & DC/22/4010 LBC
      Proposal: Extension to existing outbuilding to provide home office/studio

      Address: Southfield Cottage, Church Road, Blaxhall 
      The Parish Council had No Objections to these planning applications.
      12.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/22/2712/FUL
      Proposal: Demolition of existing outbuilding comprising store, garage, utility room and workshop and 
      erection of new building to form double garage, store, utility room and porch (linked to main house) and 
      demolition of existing rear conservatory and insertion of new french doors
      Address: Hillcrest, Old Post Office Lane, Blaxhall          

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC 
      with 3 Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/22/2672/TPO
      Proposal: 1no. Oak (T1 on plan) Remove lowest major limb circled green on photograph '135742', and 
      crown thin by up to 20%
      Address: Ivydene, School Road, Blaxhall
      The Parish Council had No Objections to the work proposed subject to it being carried out in the 
      dormant season.  This application has been Granted by ESC.

      Planning Ref: DC/22/0309/FUL 

      Address: The Willows, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Retrospective Application - A private garden studio for a professional artist to facilitate 
      working from home. 29.5m2 single-storey wooden building comprising 2 areas for painting and wax-
      work.  The outbuilding is at the bottom of the garden with a dual pitch roof and skylight.  Windows 
      only on the North face, no windows on the other 3 sides (to comply with neighbours’ requests).
      The Parish Council recommended if the application is Granted and the structure is permitted to remain 
      that a condition should be allocated within the consent stating that the roof be painted or covered in a 
      way that would be acceptable to the neighbours.

      Cllr Oakley Abstained from commenting in respect of this application. 

      No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
13.
      Finance
      Bank Balances as at 30/9/2022: A/C 10796573 - £9,089.69, A/C 90184039 - £4,514.23


      Income Received since the last meeting
       


      Bank Interest - £2.80



      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Peters, Parish Clerk (Salary – October’22) - £229.01


      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £26.83

      Playsafety (Annual Play Inspection) - £96.60

      HMRC (PAYE Quarterly payment) - £171.60

      Open Spaces Society (Annual Subscription) - £45.00

      Chris Knott Insurance (Allotments Public Liability) - £107.73

      Jo Peters - £138.16 – Backdated pay due to increase in Salary Scales
      Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in 

      Favour.  
14.
      Correspondence
      14.1 – To consider correspondence received from Tunstall Parish Council regarding Warm Spaces 
      event

      A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed  

      the Parish Council were happy to support the event but not in the form of a collection point.  It was 
      suggested it could be beneficial if this correspondence was posted on the Blaxhall Facebook page as this 

      would assist in also advertising the event.
15.        Chairman's Notices
      Parish Council – Nothing to report. 

      Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported the next meeting would be held on 9th November 

      2022 and confirmed a new member was due to be co-opted as he was willing to apply for some grant 
      funding for the new play equipment.  He confirmed the Annual Inspection had recently been carried out 

      and as a result of this no equipment had been condemned.  

16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 4th January 2023
      Approval of 2023/24 Budget and to set the Parish Precept.
17.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:20pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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