



MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH JANUARY 2023 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker






Cllr Mark Oakley



Cllr Ray Herring 

        
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 4 members of the public present.
1. Open Public Forum

A member of the public raised concerns regarding the condition of the roads, damaged verges and 
               flooding within the village.  She stated that she felt local farmers should be made aware of these 
               ongoing problems and continuous flooding issues that are occurring within the village as they seem to be 
               getting worse.  She raised concerns regarding the size of the farm vehicles coming through the village 

               and advised that she had noticed that some drains were blocked in areas.  

               A member of the public raised concerns regarding flooding on Station Rd.  She suggested that local
               farmers should be asked not to cause damage to the banks and verges and also be asked not to make 
               anymore new entrances to fields as this encourages flooding.  She advised that Greenshoots/Langmead 
               have been working on the ditch in Station Rd to make it bigger but the problem is bigger as water comes 
               from the surrounding fields.  She suggested as they seemed amenable to assist if they were thinking of 
               taking over anymore land then a further ditch and a mitigation system could be implemented to assist
               with this ongoing problem. 
               A member of the pubic stated he felt this was a bigger problem and an expert approach would be 

               required and in his view it would be good to work together with SC Highways/local farmers to find 
               permanent solutions to these ongoing issues.  The Chairman thanked members of the public for their 
               comments.

2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Cutting and Cllr Pictor.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

               County Cllr Reid had sent his apologies.  A written report had been submitted prior to the meeting and 

was circulated to all councillors.  
5.
Report by District Cllr Ray Herring 
               District Cllr Herring had nothing to report.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
       Tree Warden – A written report had been submitted by Joy Shaw.  Joy Shaw reported as follows:-

       We have carried out 2 successful work parties over the Christmas and New Year holidays, planting 
       hedges and some trees on Stone Common and along the bridle way leading to Blaxhall Hall - in addition 
       we have gained permissions and made a start to pruning the ivy on the veteran trees along Station Road, 
       to be carried out as weather permits.

       There are a few hedging plants left complete with canes and tubes that can be used to replace previous 
       plants that did not take and some native oak trees for planting is there are any suggestions with suitable 
       permission for Blaxhall.
       Hedge planting work parties seem to be popular and well supported, for which I am grateful, 
       especially as those that take part then feel some ownership and assist with watering in the dry weather.

       On another matter, there has been frequent flooding on Station Road this Autumn and Winter, and we 
       would like to attend the open public forum at the start of the meeting to suggest that the Parish Council 
       write to the landowners to propose the digging of a new ditch/pond the north side of the flooding with a 
       soakaway system into the field.   We are aware that a number of people are inconvenienced by the 
       floods, but also that simply clearing the flood into the field can create a flash flood to the properties 
       located downhill, so some drainage management is required at this site.

       BCOS – Cllr Baker reported a couple of work parties had been held to put some hedging in.  She 

       confirmed that a bench had now been sited at Jaspers Pightle and advised that their Annual 

       General Meeting would be held on 15th April 2023.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Baker for her report.

7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd November 2022
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the 
               minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 
 8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2022

       The Chairman apologized for not yet scheduling the meeting with Langmead/Greenshoots and 

       confirmed he hoped this meeting could be held in the near future.  Action – Chairman to schedule date 

       for himself and Cllr Cutting to attend meeting with Langmead/Greenshoots.
9.            Parish Clerk's Report

       The Parish Clerk reported the funding from the Rural Payments Agency for the Big Common had now

       been received and therefore she had advised Suffolk Wildlife Trust and they had submitted their invoice 
       for payment.  The Parish Clerk confirmed this payment would be added to the list of items to pay to be 
       approved at this meeting.
10.
       Parish Council Business

       10.1 – Damaged Grit Bin – School Rd/Mill Common junction
       The Parish Clerk reported she had received correspondence from SC Highways advising the grit bin 

       sited at the School Rd/Mill Common junction was damaged and needed replacing.  A copy of this 

       correspondence had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED the 

       Parish Council would replace this grit bin and the Parish Clerk would apply to County Cllr Reid’s 

       Locality Budget  for funding toward this item.
   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                 etc. & to consider any actions required
      The Parish Clerk gave details regarding correspondence received regarding the condition of Langham 
      Rd to which she gave details.

      Cllr Baker Karen reported that a Quiet Lane sign had appeared at the Station Rd/Church Rd crossroads.  

      The Chairman confirmed Tunstall Parish Council applied for this road be implemented as a Quiet Lane as 
      the other end of it falls within the Tunstall boundary.  Cllr Herring stated he had noticed there were now 
      several roads locally that had a Quiet Lane status although at the time when Blaxhall had considered 
      implementing Quiet Lanes all the roads put forward were deemed as unacceptable.  The Chairman 
      advised this was due to them being direct through routes to/from the village.  Cllr Oakley suggested the
      Parish Council could enquire as to how Tunstall find the Quiet Lanes scheme and if in their experience
      they had proved to be beneficial.  Cllr Herring advised he felt it would be very beneficial for Blaxhall to 
      have some designated Quiet Lanes.  Cllr Oakley stated he felt it would be beneficial if the Parish Council 

      readdressed this matter as an agenda item at the next meeting.  It was agreed this matter would be an
      agenda item at the next meeting.  

      The Chairman stated the ongoing flooding issues had been ongoing on for several years and would 
      continue 
to do so for many years to come.  He confirmed the Parish Council had liaised with SC Highways and the 
      local farms previously regarding this ongoing matter but unfortunately the tractors that come through are 
      legal vehicles but he did agree these matters did require looking into so possible long term solutions 
      could be considered.
      The Chairman confirmed correspondence had been received from local residents regarding Langham Rd 
      and in addition to this highways concerns had been raised at this meeting by members of the public in 
      attendance all to which required addressing.  Cllr Oakley gave details regarding the Highways Act and 
      confirmed the Parish Council did carry weight in reporting these matters and volunteered to explore the 
      Highways Act so the Parish Council would hopefully be able to come up with some solutions to be 
      considered.  Action – Cllr Oakley to prepare a paper on the Highways Act for the next meeting 
      where this matter would be an agenda item.  Cllr Herring provided advice on tractor sizes and new 
      entrances to fields made by local farmers and advised he felt a strategic approach would be the best way 
      forward.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow members of the public to comment.  A member of 
      the public stated she was pleased this matter would be an agenda item and suggested a notice of the next 
      meeting and the agenda item could be put into the next newsletter to advertise to local residents that this 
      matter would be discussed.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public for her comments and 
      reconvened the meeting.


    12.          Planning Matters
      12.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      None received.
      12.2 To consider any further applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the 
      Chairman)
      None received.
      12.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/22/4013/FUL

      Proposal: Proposed extensions and alterations

      Address: Grey Timbers, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  As a matter of observation Cllr Oakley 
      advised the roof to the new double height extension would be higher than the existing.  He reported the 
      apex appeared to be 2ft higher than the ridgeline.  No decision has been made by ESC to date.

      Planning Refs: DC/22/4009/FUL & DC/22/4010 LBC

      Proposal: Extension to existing outbuilding to provide home office/studio

      Address: Southfield Cottage, Church Road, Blaxhall 

      The Parish Council had No Objections to these planning applications. These applications have been 
      Granted by ESC with 7 Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/22/0309/FUL 

      Address: The Willows, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Retrospective Application - A private garden studio for a professional artist to facilitate 
      working from home. 29.5m2 single-storey wooden building comprising 2 areas for painting and wax-
      work.  The outbuilding is at the bottom of the garden with a dual pitch roof and skylight.  Windows only 
      on the North face, no windows on the other 3 sides (to comply with neighbour requests). 
      The Parish Council recommended if the application is Granted and the structure is permitted to remain 
      that a condition should be allocated within the consent stating that the roof be painted or covered in a 
      way that would be acceptable to the neighbours.  Cllr Oakley Abstained from commenting in respect of 
      this application. 

      No decision has been made by ESC, to date.
13.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 30/11/2022: A/C 10796573 - £9,089.69, A/C 90184039 - £3,432.29


      Income Received since the last meeting
       


      Nil


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-

      Jo Peters, Parish Clerk (Salary – December’22) - £229.01



      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-

      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses inc. VH/PF meeting) – £146.92

      HMRC (PAYE Quarterly payment) - £180.40

      Shane Pictor (Newsletter) - £62.00

      Community Action Suffolk (Annual Website fee) - £60.00

      Suffolk Wildlife Trust (Management of Big Common) - £16,142.04

      Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in 

      Favour.
      13.3 – To carry out the annual review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and 
      Financial Regulations 
      A copy of these documents had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The annual review 

      was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Baker, Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in Favour. 
      13.4 – To consider and approve the 2023/24 Budget and set the Parish Precept 

      A copy of the 2024/24 budget had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval for 
      the 2023/24 budget and for the Parish Precept to be set at £5631.82 was Proposed by Cllr Baker, 

      Seconded by Cllr Oakley.  All in Favour. 
14.
      Correspondence
      Nothing to report. 
15.        Chairman's Notices
      Parish Council – Nothing to report. 

      Village Hall/Playing Field – The Chairman reported a very successful Xmas Party was held and
      over £600.00 profit was made as result of an excellent evening.  He confirmed the committee were still  
      trying to raise funds to refurbish the play area and there was now a new committee member who is very 
      experienced in applying for grant funding.  The Chairman advised he was still trying to get quotes for 
      repainting of the inside of the hall and was also still waiting for a quotation to change the lighting to LED 
      which would prove to be more efficient.

16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 8th March 2023
      Annual Financial Reviews, to consider donations.
      Highways/Flooding item – The Chairman stated he felt that having Quiet Lanes on the next agenda 
      would be too much to include along with the highways matters that required discussing.  It was agreed 
      this matter would therefore be an agenda item at the May meeting.  Action – Parish Clerk to ask the 
      Clerk to Tunstall PC what were the costs and process for implementing Quiet Lanes.
17.
Public Forum 


There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:50pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................
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