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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON
WEDNESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 2020 AT 7:00PM VIA ZOOM 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
Cllr Shane Pictor 



Cllr Jonathan Cutting 


Cllr Karen Baker




Cllr Maggie Jennings


Cllr Mark Oakley
In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.
2. To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Herring.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.


       3.1 – To consider any Dispensations    
       None received.
4. Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
      Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  No written report had been submitted.
      Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

      Apologies had been received from District Cllr Herring.  No written report had been submitted.

      Reports from Village Organizations

      There were none.
5. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held virtually on 23rd 

September 2020
       A copy of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd September 2020 had 
      been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by 
      Cllr Jennings, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the minutes would be 
      signed by the Chairman as a true record, when convenient.
6. 
Parish Clerk's Report

      The Parish Clerk reported on the recent Community Partnership Meeting in which she had 
      attended with Cllr Cutting and confirmed she would be applying for some funding towards the 

      play area refurbishment.
7.
      Parish Council Business

      The Chairman reported he would prefer it if the Parish Council Co-option was held once face-
             to-face meetings could be resumed.  He confirmed there were 2 applicants interested in 

             standing to which he provided details.  RESOLVED the Parish Council Co-option would be 
             held at the first face-to-face meeting of the Council.
  8.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and
               Allotments etc. in order to consider any actions required

 The Chairman raised concerns regarding flooding at Gorse Farm.  He reported that despite a 
 ditch being dug and cleaned out previously this ditch now required clearing.  Action – Parish 
 Clerk to report this matter to SC Highways.
 Cllr Baker raised concerns regarding flooding at the main crossroads within the village.  Cllr 

 Cutting confirmed the drain along this stretch of road was blocked.  Action – Parish Clerk to 

 report this blocked drain to SC Highways.
 Concerns were raised by Cllr Cutting regarding heavy agricultural traffic recently going 

 through the village.  He reported that harvesting was being carried out all around the local area 

 but the drivers of very large tractors and trailers carting silage to Bentwaters were using Blaxhall 
 as a cut through to which he provided further details and confirmed this farm traffic was going 

 through the village until around 4am daily.  Cllr Cutting stated he felt the tractor drivers 
 consideration for the local roads was totally unacceptable and concerns were also raised 
 regarding mud left on the roads following these works.  Cllr Oakley reported he was aware the 
 contractors at Bentwaters had been spoken to regarding complaints in respect of these works and 
 advised he could look into who the contractors for this work were in order so that a letter could 
 be sent in order to address the concerns raised.
 Concerns were also raised regarding the recent closure of Snape Bridge and it was felt that the 

 diversion route was not clear and again the roads through Blaxhall were used as a cut through.

 The Chairman stated he felt a letter needed to be sent to all local farmers in order to remind 

 them to ensure their tractor drivers respect the local roads.  Cllr Cutting suggested he could 

 contact some neighbouring Parish Councils to see what problems they were experiencing and 

 recommend that a joint Parishes letter could be sent.  Action – Cllr Cutting to liaise with local 
 Parish Councils and Cllr Oakley to liaise with Tunstall Parish Council.

     9.         Planning Matters

      9.1. New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      None received.
      9.2 To consider any applications received since date of agenda (at discretion of the 
      Chairman)

      Planning Ref: DC/20/4270/PN3 Prior Notification

      Proposal: Change of use of agricultural building to a 4 bedroom single storey dwelling.

      Address: Barn at Stone Farm, Station Road, Blaxhall 
      Cllr Pictor provided details regarding this application and advised the applicant was trying to 
      state the building being proposed for development was an agricultural building when in fact this 
      was being used as a horse dressage arena.  The Chairman stated he had also looked into a 
      previous planning application for this property submitted in November 2013 and reported plans 
      within this did not show any evidence of this building, so it appears that it did not exist.  He
      confirmed the applicant had also stated within this previous application that there is evidence 
      this building was being used for commercial use and was making a profit but again there is 
      clearly no evidence.

      Concerns were raised that this application had been falsely submitted by claiming the building 

      was being used for agricultural use when in fact it has been used for hobby purposes.
      It was agreed the Parish Council would Strongly Object to this application on the following 

      grounds:-
      The Parish Council believes the correct criteria has not been met in respect of this application.

      The Parish Council do believe this building was even in existence on 20th March 2013.

      There is no evidence to suggest this building has been used for agricultural use and has been 
      making a  profit.

      The proposed building is newer than stated and is being used for hobby purposes, not 

      agricultural.

      The Parish Council would like to point out that a gymkhana area can be clearly seen on 
      Google Earth over recent years.
      9.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/20/3502/FUL

      Proposal: Construction of a single storey extension

      Address: 3 School Road, Blaxhall

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this planning application.  No decision has been 

      made by ESC, to date.
      9.4 – ESC Planning Consultations -  To consider correspondence received
      The Parish Clerk had circulated a copy of the correspondence received to all Councillors prior 
      to the meeting.  Cllr Jennings reported she had looked into the consultation on walking and 

      cycling.  Action – Parish Clerk to resend this correspondence to all Councillors along with 

      details of the response date. 

    10.         Finance

      Bank Balances as at 30/9/20: A/C 10796573 - £9,084.83, A/C 90184039 - £5,165.69

      Income Received since last meeting


      £1.26 Bank Interest

      £2,500 – ESC (2nd Half of Parish Precept)

      10.1 – Payments to be Approved:-

      £157.70 - Jo Jones Expenses (2 Months & including VH/PF hours)

      £157.80 – HMRC (PAYE) – 3 Months

      £45.00 – Open Spaces (Annual Subscription)

      £129.13 – Chris Knott Allotment Insurance (Renewal)            

      Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Jennings, Seconded by Cllr Pictor.
      All in Favour.     
11.         Correspondence

      11.1 – To consider correspondence from ESC regarding the 2021/22 Council Tax Base and 
      Precept 

      The Parish Clerk reported on the correspondence received and confirmed COVID-19 had not 

      had much effect on the Tax Base and therefore this should not have too much impact on the 
      2021/22 budget and suggested the Parish Precept element amount could remain the same as this 
      year.

      11.2 – To consider correspondence received regarding the Quiet Lanes Scheme
      The Parish Clerk reported on the correspondence received and confirmed there is a further  

      round of funding available to designate more Quiet Lanes across Suffolk.  The Parish Clerk 
      asked if the Parish Council wished for her to put in an Expression of Interest form in order to 
      look to nominate some roads within Blaxhall to be designated Quiet Lanes.  There were mixed 
      feelings regarding this scheme but it was RESOLVED the Parish Clerk would submit an 
     Expression of Interest form for this scheme and put forward School Rd, Rectory Rd and Church 
     Rd.

     Cllr Pictor suggested if these roads where to be put forward this could also be mentioned within 
     the letter to the farmers.  Cllr Jennings offered to co-ordinate this project on behalf of the 
     Parish Council.
12.        Chairman's Notices
             On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman offered get well wishes to former Cllr/Vice 

             Chairman Bill Waring.
             Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Bowles reported the VH/PF Committee had met virtually and 

             had chosen Playquip as the Approved Contractor for the Play Area refurbishment.  He reported 

             the Parish Clerk was now looking into obtaining funding towards this project.
13.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting
             Cllr Pictor asked if he should produce an Autumn Newsletter.  It was agreed this would be 

             beneficial.
             The Chairman reported a local resident had suggested that a 40 minute drive-in Christmas sing-
             along could be held on the Playing Field to which he provided details.  It was agreed by the 

             Parish Council that this was generally a good idea.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked Parish Councillors for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:05pm
The next meeting of Blaxhall Parish Council will be held virtually on Wednesday 6th January 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Date:   .....................................................
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