
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2023 AT  7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)



Cllr Karen Baker

Cllr Graham Atkinson




Cllr Mark Oakley

Cllr Jonathan Cutting



Cllr Ray Herring 

Cllr Shane Pictor
In attendance: Joanne Peters, Parish Clerk.  There were 7 members of the public present and County Cllr Andrew Reid.
1. Open Public Forum

A member of the public stated she was there to comment on the state of the roads but could see there was 

    
an agenda item in respect of this matter.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

There were none.
3.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
       There were none.

       3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
       None received.
4.
Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid 

       County Cllr Reid had submitted a written report and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to 
       the meeting.  County Cllr Reid reported on recent activities carried out by Trading Standards.  The 

       Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.  Cllr Oakley asked if the Sizewell cable lines project 

       north of Walberswick and Southwold would affect Blaxhall.  County Cllr Reid confirmed this would not 

       affect Blaxhall.
5.
Report by District Cllr Tim Wilson 
Apologies were accepted from District Cllr Wilson.
6.
Reports from Village Organizations & Tree Warden
Tree Warden – No report had been submitted.
BCOS – Cllr Baker confirmed a planned work party at Stone Common had been cancelled but it was hoped this would be rescheduled soon.  
       Blaxhall Archive Group – Cllr Pictor advised he had received a phone call from local resident as she 
       had been advised that discussions were taking place regarding the archives.  He confirmed following

       this he had emailed Rod West to ask for his views on what should happen to the archives.  Cllr Pictor 

       confirmed in his view these items should be stored in the Suffolk Records office and suggested that a 

       copy of the electronic archives could be shared with him so he could save these on his computer.  The 
       Chairman suggested that a meeting could be held with the Archive Group members to discuss the future 

       of the archive items.  Action - Cllr Pictor to contact Rod West.
7.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th July 2023
               A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were 
               proposed for Approval by Cllr Oakley, Seconded by Cllr Baker.  All in Favour.  It was agreed the 

minutes would be signed by the Chairman as a true record of this meeting. 
8.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 5th July 2023
       Cllr Oakley suggested as there were no BCOS members present it would be more beneficial if item 10.2 

       was deferred to the next meeting.  Agreed Unanimously.
       Cllr Oakley asked had the Parish Clerk followed up with the Tree Warden in respect of the items she had 

       included within her last report that she would like the Parish Council to consider.  The Parish Clerk 

       confirmed she had written to the Tree Warden and asked her to bring these matters up at a future meeting 

       whereby she could be present.
9.            Parish Clerk's Report
      The Parish Clerk reported she had been informed by SALC they could carry out some Bespoke Training for the 3 Councils to which she was Clerk and these could be held on Monday 16th and  Monday 23rd October 2023 from 6:30 – 8:30pm in Sudbourne Village Hall at the cost of £500.00 plus postage and mileage costs but this could be split between the 3 councils.
10.
      Parish Council Business

      10.1 – Parish Council Co-option 
      The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed Maria Cooke.  Maria gave a brief statement as to why 
      she wished to join the Parish Council.  The Chairman Proposed that Maria Cooke should be co-opted, 
      Seconded by Cllr Cutting.  All in Favour.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting and welcomed Maria 

      Cooke to the Council.
      10.2 – To consider a donation to BCOS towards bracken cutting  
      As suggested by Cllr Oakley it  was agreed this item would be deferred to the next meeting so a 

      representative of BCOS could be present.  Cllr Baker suggested this payment could be added to the
      Parish Council donations given annually.  Cllr Oakely provided information regarding the income 

      received by BCOS along with their annual outgoings.  Cllr Herring stated that in principle he would be 
      happy to support funding toward this from the Parish Council.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman advised 
      when BCOS was set up it was thought they would be self-funded.  Cllr Oakley gave details regarding the 

      membership of BCOS and the Parish Councils involvement.  It was felt the Parish Council should work 
      more closely with BCOS.

   11.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and Allotments
                etc. & to consider any actions required
      11.1 – Matters relating to Highways/Flooding update – Outcome of meeting held with Suffolk 
      County Council Highways representatives – Actions to be taken


      Cllr Cutting reported the engineer from SC Highways had recovered from his injury and a site visit 
      would be rescheduled soon.  He gave details regarding the meeting held online via MS Teams and 

      reported it had been agreed a site visit would be held so the hotspots could be highlighted.  Cllr Cutting

      advised that traffic calming would also be discussed and possibly village gateways could be 

      implemented.  Cllr Herring reported that County Cllr Paul West was not opposed to parishes carrying out 
      work to improve highways. 
      Field Entrances – Cllr Herring reported if a landowner created a new field entrance an old one could be 

      blocked up.  Cllr Cutting advised it had been noted there had been several new field entrances and it was 
      agreed these should be monitored. Cllr Pictor stated these new field entrances were contributing to the 
      ongoing flooding issues.  Action – Meeting with Highway’s Engineer to be rescheduled.

    12.          Planning Matters
      12.1 - New Applications (to be considered at this meeting)

      None.
      12.2 - To consider any planning applications received since agenda issued (at  discretion of the 
      Chairman)

      Planning Ref: DC/23/3394/FUL

      Proposal: Single storey side extension 

      Address: Rose Cottage, Mill Common, Blaxhall

      Cllr Oakley declared a non-pecuniary interest.  The Chairman stated he was happy to support the 
      application and asked all councillors to email any comments to himself and the Parish Clerk.

      12.3 - Update on Existing Applications

      Planning Ref: DC/23/2653/FUL
      Proposal: The land associated with 3, Mount Pleasant is now curtilage to our house. We intend to build a 
i) a loggia, an outdoor open seating area on the land;
ii) a wildlife pond; iii) install a gate and gate posts; iv) a short, low retaining wall. We intend to install a small greenhouse.
Address: 3 Mount Pleasant , Station Road, Blaxhall
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC, to date

      Planning Ref: DC/23/1143/FUL

      Proposal: Change of form to existing incidental building. The use of the building will remain as 
      incidental to the host dwelling.

      Address: Blackstock Barn, Station Road, Blaxhall
      The Parish Council Objected to this application due to the lack of information supplied.  This application 
      has been Granted by ESC with 4 Conditions.
13.
      Finance

      Bank Balances as at 31/7/2023: A/C 10796573 - £9,125.04, A/C 90184039 - £4,063.45


      Income Received since last meeting



      None


      13.1 – Payments since the last meeting:-


      Jo Peters – August Salary - £251.13
      13.2 – Payments to be Approved:-
      Jo Peters – Parish Clerk (Expenses) – £35.66

      Any-Web Ltd – Purchase of domain name - £200.00

      HMRC (PAYE) - £188.40

      ESC (Uncontested Election Fee) - £78.54

      PKF Littlejohn (External Audit Fee) - £252.00

      Shane Pictor – (Newsletter Printing) - £64.00 
      Approval for these payments was Proposed by Cllr Atkinson, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.
      13.3 – Notice of Conclusion of Audit
      The Parish Clerk advised the External Audit had been completed by PKF Littlejohn with no matters 

      arising.  Completion of the External Audit was Unanimously Approved by the Council.  Cllr Cutting 

      asked would the £25,000 threshold be raised with inflation.  The Parish Clerk confirmed at present there 

      were no proposals in place to increase this amount but advised she would raise this matter.
      13.4 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal – To considered quotations received 

      Details of the quotations received had been tabled by the Parish Clerk.  The Parish Clerk provided details 
      regarding the quotations sought.  It was RESOLVED the Parish Council would renew their insurance 
      with Community Action Suffolk via Ansvar at a premium of £306.03.  It was also agreed this amount 
      would be included within the items to pay at this meeting.
14.
      Correspondence
              14.1 – To consider correspondence from Woodbridge & District Motorcycle Club regarding dog 

              Fouling

              A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Parish 

              Clerk gave details regarding the request from the Motorcycle Club for a new bin to be erected or for 

              permission for the existing bin to be relocated.  Following discussion it was agreed the Parish Council 
              would support the Motorcycle Club in installing a further dog bin and the Parish Clerk would ask where 
              they would like this to be sited or would they prefer the existing bin to be relocated. 

              Cllr Oakley asked if the correspondence and video sent from a member of the public regarding flooding 

              at Langham Rd would be considered at this meeting.  The Chairman confirmed this matter could be 

              considered under Public Forum.

15.        Chairman's Notices
     Parish Council – These had been covered.
     VH/PF Committee – The Chairman reported an excellent fete had been held and a good profit was

     made and this had been shared between the Village Hall and the Church.  He advised that a local resident 

     had spent some time looking at funding for the play equipment.  The Parish Clerk reported on this and 

     confirmed the local resident felt it may be harder to get funding for the play equipment as quoted to which 

     she gave details and confirmed he would be submitting a written report to the VH/PF Committee.  The 

     Chairman confirmed once received this report would be considered at the next VH/PF Committee 

     Meeting and if so the criteria for the play equipment could be amended to include more adult based 

     equipment.
16.        Matters of report and items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday  2023
     Meeting to commence at 7:00pm as EDF Energy/Sizewell C representatives will be in attendance.  
     Cllr Cutting advised the Parish Council may need to transfer the Blaxhall.com domain name to a main 
     provider.  Action – Cllr Cutting to action.
17.
     Public Forum
     A member of the public advised she had lived at Langham Rd for 19 years and they had never 
     experienced flooding but now this seemed to be a continuous issue.  She confirmed since Landmead now
     New Shoots had put in new field entrances and carried out no ditch work they had had to change their car 
     due to the flooding.  She advised no drains were getting cleared and the silt in the ditch is higher than the 
     drains and herself and her husband had personally paid to have this drain cleared.  She confirmed 
     following the heavy rainfall in August the water was pouring off one of the fields and rubble was pouring 
     onto the highway.  She confirmed the landowner had not carried out any work since this to clear the 
     rubble and sand and eventually there will be an accident.  The Chairman thanked the member of the 
     public for her comments and confirmed this matter would most certainly be raised at the site meeting to 
     be held with SC Highways.  Cllr Herring reported on this location and advised farming of these fields had 
     now changed and suggested the landowners would be willing to clear ditches to which he gave details and 
     recommended that further ditches could be implemented to prevent ongoing flooding issues.
     Cllr Pictor stated he felt the new entrances were contributing towards the flooding issues and the ditches 

     required clearing regularly and landowners needed to be made aware of this.  The Chairman suggested 
     that meetings with the local landowners/farmers could possibly be held maybe twice a year. 

     A member of the public asked when the road between Snape and Blaxhall which was closed due to 

     badgers might reopen.  Action – Parish Clerk to look into this matter.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked council members for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:15pm
Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
        

     Dated:   .....................................................

3

